EYFS Religious Education Activity Directory
Here is a list of ideas and activities for exploring different religions and festivals with EYFS children. These can be used in the discrete teaching of RE or part of continuous provision. Please remember that parents should be informed if you are planning to do anything which might involve the children participating in religious practice. Please refer to the ODBE Guidance on Experiential RE for further information.
Christianity
1. Understanding Christianity: God/Creation (EYFS)
Activity focus: Creation stories, caring for the world, wonder and awe.
· Story baskets
· Nature hunts
· Creation collages
· Outdoor observation activities
· "What is wonderful about our world?" discussions 
2. Understanding Christianity: Incarnation (Christmas)
Activity focus: Why Christmas is special for Christians.
· Small world Nativity play
· Stable role play area
· Retelling the Nativity with props
· Christmas sensory trays 
3. Understanding Christianity: Salvation (Easter)
Activity focus: Easter stories and signs of new life.
· Story sequencing
· Easter gardens
· Plant-growing investigations
· Reflection and wonder activities 
4. NATRE: Why is the word God important to Christians?
Activity focus: Christian beliefs expressed through stories.
· Storytelling
· Question boxes
· Drawing and painting responses
· Circle-time discussions 
5. NATRE: Why is Christmas special for Christians?
Activity focus: Christian celebration and belonging.
· Nativity role play
· Advent calendars
· Story sacks
· Christmas music exploration 

Islam
6. Exploring Eid-ul-Fitr
Activity focus: Celebrations, gratitude and community.
· Mehndi pattern art
· Eid cards
· Sharing food experiences
· Celebration role play 
7. Visiting a Mosque (Virtual or Local)
Activity focus: Special places.
· Photograph investigations
· Artefact handling
· Prayer mat observation
· Architectural drawing 
8. Muslim Prayer and Reflection
Activity focus: Special times and practices.
· Quiet/reflection corners
· Body movement activities
· Vocabulary games
· Respect and belonging discussions 
9. Ramadan Activity Collection
Activity focus: Special times and family traditions.
· Moon crafts
· Lantern making
· Story sharing
· Family celebration comparisons 

Hinduism
10. Diwali Sensory Learning
Activity focus: Light overcoming darkness.
· Rangoli patterns
· Clay diva lamps
· Light investigation trays
· Storytelling 
11. Hindu Festival Celebration Role Play
Activity focus: Family, celebration and belonging.
· Dressing-up resources
· Celebration photographs
· Home corner enhancements
· Food exploration 
12. Exploring Hindu Artefacts
Activity focus: Special objects.
· Observation challenges
· Sketching activities
· Vocabulary development
· Sorting and matching games 

Judaism
13. Hanukkah Activity Collection
Activity focus: Celebration and remembrance.
· Menorah crafts
· Candle-counting activities
· Story sequencing
· Music and dance 
14. Shabbat Exploration
Activity focus: Family traditions and special times.
· Table setting role play - general without a religious focus
· Bread making
· Special meal discussions
· Home-school links 
15. Jewish Storytelling Activities
Activity focus: Special stories and values.
· Puppets
· Story boxes
· Retelling opportunities
· Reflection circles 

Festivals and Celebrations
16. Festivals Around the World Investigation Station
Activity focus: Similarities and differences.
· Festival photographs
· Celebration artefacts
· Music exploration
· Family comparisons 
17. Special Foods from Faith Traditions
Activity focus: Community and celebration.
· Tasting experiences
· Food preparation
· Sensory vocabulary
· Cultural conversations 
18. Birthday, Baptism and Naming Celebrations
Activity focus: Belonging and identity.
· Memory books
· Family photographs
· Celebration timelines
· Circle-time discussion 
19. Festivals Calendar Investigation
Activity focus: Understanding the annual cycle of celebrations.
· Interactive calendars
· Matching games
· Celebration displays
· Visitor opportunities 

Continuous Provision
20. RE Small World Area
Activity focus: Special stories and communities. Include:
· Churches
· Mosques
· Synagogues
· Temples
· Community figures
· Story characters 
21. Investigation Table
Activity focus: Special objects and artefacts. Include:
· Crosses
· Prayer beads
· Mezuzah pictures
· Diva lamps
· Prayer mats 
22. Reflection and Wonder Area
Activity focus: Spiritual development. Include:
· Natural objects
· Mirrors
· Photographs
· Thought-provoking questions
· Fascinating artefacts
23. Faith Story Basket Collection
Activity focus: Story immersion. Include:
· Christian stories
· Islamic stories
· Jewish stories
· Hindu stories
· Puppets and props 
24. Role Play: Celebrations Around the World
Activity focus: Experiencing festivals through play.
· Party resources
· Traditional clothing
· Gift giving
· Invitations
· Celebration foods 

Outdoor Learning and Spiritual Development
25. Creation Discovery Walk
Activity focus: Awe and wonder in the natural world.
· Nature treasure hunts
· Listening walks
· Observation journals
· Wonder questions 
26. Outdoor Prayer and Reflection Spaces
Activity focus: Stillness and reflection.
· Prayer trees
· Reflection benches
· Pebble prayers
· Gratitude activities 
27. Seasons and Festivals Exploration
Activity focus: Links between nature and celebrations.
· Seasonal walks
· Natural art
· Harvest investigations
· Easter and spring observations
28. Sacred Spaces Mapping Activity
Activity focus: Places that are special.
· School grounds mapping
· Photography
· Discussion prompts
· Shelter building 
29. Outdoor Storytelling Circle
Activity focus: Encountering faith stories.
· Story stones
· Natural props
· Drama
· Retelling opportunities 
30. Wonder Questions Trail
Activity focus: Big questions and spirituality. Examples:
· What makes somewhere special?
· Why do people celebrate?
· What do people believe about God?
· What makes us belong? 

