Template Letter to Parents and Carers
Religious Education, Experiential Learning and Withdrawal Rights
Date: [Insert Date]
Dear Parents and Carers,
Religious Education (RE), Experiential Learning and Parental Rights
At [School Name], we are committed to delivering high-quality Religious Education (RE) that helps pupils develop knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and non-religious worldviews. Our RE curriculum aims to promote respect, critical thinking, inclusion and understanding of the diverse society in which we live.
As part of our RE programme, children may take part in experiential learning activities. These activities are designed to help pupils encounter religions and worldviews as they are lived and practiced by people and communities.
Such activities may include: handling religious artefacts; meeting faith and belief representatives; visits to places of worship and community spaces; storytelling, drama and creative activities; enquiry, reflection and discussion; and learning about religious festivals, customs and traditions.
The purpose of these activities is educational and do not seek to promote any particular religion or worldview. Children are encouraged to learn about and from religions and worldviews, they are not expected to adopt, affirm or practise any particular religion or belief.
Our Approach
The school carefully considers all RE activities to ensure they are educational and age appropriate, inclusive of religious and non-religious worldviews, respectful of diversity, accessible to all pupils, and consistent with equality, human rights and freedom of religion or belief principles.
Visitors and hosts involved in RE activities are informed that the purpose of any visit or encounter is educational and that pupils should never be pressured to participate in worship, profess beliefs or engage in devotional activities.
Activities Requiring Additional Consideration
Occasionally, schools may offer learning experiences that some families could perceive as being closer to religious practice, such as observing prayer, exploring meditation practices, or engaging with aspects of worship for educational purposes. Where appropriate, we will provide advance information and alternative learning opportunities.
Any activity involving participation in worship, devotional prayer, sacred rituals or faith-commitment activities would require explicit parental consent and would remain entirely voluntary.
Optional School-Specific Paragraph
This year, as part of our RE curriculum, pupils in [Year Group] will be learning about [Religion/Worldview]. Planned activities include [visit/visitor/activity]. These activities are intended to promote understanding and respectful engagement with different beliefs and ways of life. They are educational in nature and do not involve pupils being required to adopt or practice any religious belief.
Your Right to Withdraw
Under Section 71 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, parents have the legal right to withdraw their child, wholly or partly, from Religious Education provided by the school.
If you are considering exercising this right, we encourage you to contact the school first so that we can discuss the content and purpose of the RE curriculum, any specific concerns, the nature of planned experiential learning activities, and alternative arrangements where appropriate.
Our aim is to work collaboratively with families to ensure that pupils benefit from an RE curriculum that is educational, inclusive and respectful of all beliefs and worldviews.
Further Information
You can find further information about our approach to RE in the School’s RE Policy. If you would like more information about our RE curriculum, forthcoming visits or visitors, or your rights regarding withdrawal from RE, please contact:
[Name]
[Position]
[Telephone]
[Email]
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,
[Headteacher Name]
Headteacher
[School Name]
