
Worship Text Source 1 

“There was once a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to him, ‘Father, give me my share of the property now.’ So the man divided 
his property between his two sons. 13 After a few days the younger son sold his part of the property and left home with the money. He went to 
a country far away, where he wasted his money in reckless living. 14 He spent everything he had. Then a severe famine spread over that coun-
try, and he was left without a thing. 15 So he went to work for one of the citizens of that country, who sent him out to his farm to take care of 
the pigs. 16 He wished he could fill himself with the bean pods the pigs ate, but no one gave him anything to eat. 17 At last he came to his sens-
es and said, ‘All my father's hired workers have more than they can eat, and here I am about to starve! 18 I will get up and go to my father and 
say, “Father, I have sinned against God and against you. 19 I am no longer fit to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired workers.”’ 20 
So he got up and started back to his father. 
 
“He was still a long way from home when his father saw him; his heart was filled with pity, and he ran, threw his arms around his son, and kissed 
him. 21 ‘Father,’ the son said, ‘I have sinned against God and against you. I am no longer fit to be called your son.’ 22 But the father called to his 
servants. ‘Hurry!’ he said. ‘Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet. 23 Then go and get the prize calf 
and kill it, and let us celebrate with a feast! 24 For this son of mine was dead, but now he is alive; he was lost, but now he has been found.’ And 
so the feasting began. 
 
25 “In the meantime the older son was out in the field. On his way back, when he came close to the house, he heard the music and dancing. 26 
So he called one of the servants and asked him, ‘What's going on?’ 27 ‘Your brother has come back home,’ the servant answered, ‘and your fa-
ther has killed the prize calf, because he got him back safe and sound.’ 28 The older brother was so angry that he would not go into the house; 
so his father came out and begged him to come in. 29 But he spoke back to his father, ‘Look, all these years I have worked for you like a slave, 
and I have never disobeyed your orders. What have you given me? Not even a goat for me to have a feast with my friends! 30 But this son of 
yours wasted all your property [on prostitutes], and when he comes back home, you kill the prize calf for him!’ 31 ‘My son,’ the father an-
swered, ‘you are always here with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be happy, because your brother was dead, 
but now he is alive; he was lost, but now he has been found.’” 
 
From Luke 15: 11-32 



Worship Text Source 2 

 “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man takes a mustard 
seed and sows it in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but 
when it grows up, it is the biggest of all plants. It becomes a 
tree, so that birds come and make their nests in its branches.” 
Matt 13:31-32 
 
33 Jesus told them still another parable: “The Kingdom of heav-
en is like this. A woman takes some yeast and mixes it with a 
bushel of flour until the whole batch of dough rises.” Matt 13: 
33 
 
44 “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man happens to find a 
treasure hidden in a field. He covers it up again, and is so happy 
that he goes and sells everything he has, and then goes back 
and buys that field.   Matt 13: 44 
 
45 “Also, the Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man is looking for 
fine pearls, 46 and when he finds one that is unusually fine, he 
goes and sells everything he has, and buys that pearl. Matt 13: 
45-46 



Worship Text Source 3 

Give us today our daily bread.  

I will never forget the night an old gentleman came to our house and said that there was a fam-
ily with eight children and they had not eaten, and could we do something for them.  So I took 
some rice and went there. The mother tool the rice from my hands, then she divided it into two 
and went out. I could see the faces of the children shining with hunger. When she came back I 
asked her where she had gone. She gave me a very simple answer: “They are hungry also.” And 
“they” were the family next door and she knew that they were hungry. I was not surprised that 
she gave but I was surprised that she knew … I hadn’t the courage to ask her how long her fam-
ily hadn’t eaten, but I’m sure that it must have been a long time, and yet she knew – in her 
suffering … in her terrible bodily suffering she knew that next door they were hungry also. 
(Mother Theresa ‘the joy of living’ pp337-338: quoted by Kenneth E Bailey in Jesus through 
Middle Eastern Eyes, p 122: 2008, London, SPCK) 

John 6 

Jesus looked around and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, so he asked Philip, “Where can we buy 

enough food to feed all these people?” (6 He said this to test Philip; actually he already knew what he would 

do.) 

7 Philip answered, “For everyone to have even a little, it would take more than two hundred silver coins[a] 

to buy enough bread.” 

8 Another one of his disciples, Andrew, who was Simon Peter's brother, said, 9 “There is a boy here who has 

five loaves of barley bread and two fish. But they will certainly not be enough for all these people.” 

10 “Make the people sit down,” Jesus told them. (There was a lot of grass there.) So all the people sat down; 

there were about five thousand men. 11 Jesus took the bread, gave thanks to God, and distributed it to the 

people who were sitting there. He did the same with the fish, and they all had as much as they wanted. 12 

When they were all full, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces left over; let us not waste a bit.” 13 So 

they gathered them all and filled twelve baskets with the pieces left over from the five barley loaves which 

the people had eaten. 



Worship Text Source 4 

Forgive us our sins,  as we forgive those who sin against us  Lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, if my brother keeps on sin-
ning against me, how many times do I have to forgive him? Seven times?” 
 
22 “No, not seven times,” answered Jesus, “but seventy times seven,[d] 23 
because the Kingdom of heaven is like this. Once there was a king who de-
cided to check on his servants' accounts. 24 He had just begun to do so 
when one of them was brought in who owed him millions of dollars. 25 The 
servant did not have enough to pay his debt, so the king ordered him to be 
sold as a slave, with his wife and his children and all that he had, in order to 
pay the debt. 26 The servant fell on his knees before the king. ‘Be patient 
with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay you everything!’ 27 The king felt sorry 
for him, so he forgave him the debt and let him go. 
 
28 “Then the man went out and met one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a few dollars. He grabbed him and started choking him. ‘Pay back what 
you owe me!’ he said. 29 His fellow servant fell down and begged him, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay you back!’ 30 But he refused; instead, he had 
him thrown into jail until he should pay the debt. 31 When the other serv-
ants saw what had happened, they were very upset and went to the king 
and told him everything. 32 So he called the servant in. ‘You worthless 
slave!’ he said. ‘I forgave you the whole amount you owed me, just because 
you asked me to. 33 You should have had mercy on your fellow servant, just 
as I had mercy on you.’ 34 The king was very angry, and he sent the servant 
to jail to be punished until he should pay back the whole amount.” 
 
35 And Jesus concluded, “That is how my Father in heaven will treat every 
one of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” 
From Matthew 18: 21-35 

From Luke 4 
 
… the Spirit led Jesus into the desert to be tempted by the Devil. 2 After spending 
forty days and nights without food, Jesus was hungry. 3 Then the Devil came to 
him and said, “If you are God's Son, order these stones to turn into bread.” 
 
4 But Jesus answered, “The scripture says, ‘Human beings cannot live on bread 
alone, but need every word that God speaks.’” 
 
5 Then the Devil took Jesus to Jerusalem, the Holy City, set him on the highest 
point of the Temple, 6 and said to him, “If you are God's Son, throw yourself 
down, for the scripture says, 
 
‘God will give orders to his angels about you; 
    they will hold you up with their hands, 
    so that not even your feet will be hurt on the stones.’” 
 
7 Jesus answered, “But the scripture also says, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’” 
 
8 Then the Devil took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him all the king-
doms of the world in all their greatness. 9 “All this I will give you,” the Devil said, 
“if you kneel down and worship me.” 
 
10 Then Jesus answered, “Go away, Satan! The scripture says, ‘Worship the Lord 
your God and serve only him!’” 
 



Worship Text Source 5 

Matthew 25 
31 “When the Son of Man comes as King and all the angels with him, 
he will sit on his royal throne, 32 and the people of all the nations 
will be gathered before him. Then he will divide them into two 
groups, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 
He will put the righteous people at his right and the others at his 
left. 34 Then the King will say to the people on his right, ‘Come, you 
that are blessed by my Father! Come and possess the kingdom 
which has been prepared for you ever since the creation of the 
world. 35 I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a 
drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your homes, 36 na-
ked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in pris-
on and you visited me.’ 37 The righteous will then answer him, 
‘When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you a drink? 38 When did we ever see you a stranger and 
welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you? 39 When did 
we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?’ 40 The King will re-
ply, ‘I tell you, whenever you did this for one of the least important 
of these followers of mine, you did it for me!’ 

Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but 

yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on this 

world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are 

the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the 

hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body.  

 

Attributed to Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)  


