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	RE SCHEME OF WORK  

KEY STAGE 2 

Mid-term planning





	Year 3: Unit 6
	Term: Summer 2
	Year:

	Can made-up stories tell the truth?

	Key Concepts: Truth; Parable; Fable; Myth
	Learning Objective: to explore how Jesus taught truths through story and why he chose to do this 


	Background Information for teachers

Jesus taught his disciples and the crowds using parables, stories that had a message. Sometimes the messages were hidden; sometimes they were quite clear. Many of them were told using exaggeration, and were clearly meant not to be taken at face value. Would a shepherd really leave 99 sheep unguarded to go and look for one? Would a farmer really tear down all his barns to build new ones, once the harvest was already in? Would a stranger in effect give a blank cheque to an innkeeper to look after an injured man? For the children this becomes an exploration of truth, and the question about deep truths. The story of the Good Samaritan is often told in school; it is hard to get away from the traditional message that it is about helping strangers or just identifying who your neighbour is. It is important to look at the context for each of the parables and this one is told to answer the question “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” as much as the question “Who is my neighbour?” The man who has asked the question is trying to justify himself; the challenge goes deep to the heart of Christian belief. There is almost nothing we can do to inherit eternal life. It is a gift of God. It also emphasises that everyone is our neighbour – that also lays down a huge challenge to Jesus’ listeners. Ensure that pupils are exposed to a range of parables (there are lists on the internet). The Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16) appears to be about how an employer should treat the people who work for him – treating everyone fairly (though not equally), but it can also apply to the entrance requirements for the Kingdom of Heaven; those who arrive last will not receive any less of a welcome than those who have worked for their place. The story of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11 – 32) similarly talks about a family dynamic, but also describes the love of God for those who fall away and then turn back. The story of the Sower and the soils in all three of the synoptic Gospels gives the reader insight into some of the reasons why Jesus used stories. Matthew 13:10 – 17 suggests that Jesus is deliberately making things harder to understand, so that people have to think, rather than taking things at face value. 

	Expected

Pupils will be able to retell the parables they have heard and be able to suggest a range of meanings for the stories covered, especially focusing on what Christians might take from the story. They will be able to show that they understand the difference between, truths, untruths and truth that is hidden behind story. They will make connections between the stories Jesus told and other stories they have read and the value of using story to tell truths, including those from other faiths.

	Developing

Pupils will be able to retell at least one of the parables they have encountered. They will be able to suggest a meaning for the parable. They will recognise that the Bible contains stories about Jesus and stories that Jesus told and they will be able to identify some of the differences.
	Excelling

Pupils will be able to identify a wider range of stories that tell truths and be able to talk about the differences between them and true accounts. They will be able to talk about the impact that these stories have on the listeners at the time and what Christians take from these tales today. 

	Engage: 
· Find out what the children understand about truth by giving them some statements to sort into true/false. Include some proverbs, like a stitch in time saves nine, or too many cooks spoil the broth. Discuss whether all of these things are true or false or whether some things are both and some things neither. Do they think it is important to be truthful? Is there a difference between story and untruth? If appropriate read a fictional book that supports their learning in a factual subject and discuss whether the made-up story teaches them things that are true. (e.g. The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry)

	Enquire & Explore: (AT1)

· Read some of the parables that Jesus told – Good Samaritan, Lost Sheep, Lost Son, (find some they have not done in the infants – e.g. the Ten Virgins, the Workers in the Vineyard, the Two Sons). Discuss why we think they are stories rather than history. Identify the message that these stories are telling. The children can act these out and make them suitable for a modern setting ensuring that the message comes out clearly.  Do the children think the stories are true?  Pupils could begin to explore some stories from Hinduism – e.g. the story of Rama and Sita. Do they think these stories are true? What is true and what is made up?

	Evaluate: (AT2 Impersonal)
· What do believers learn from these stories?  Can we learn truth from stories? Do the children think the stories are true?  Why? Why not? Does it matter? Is there a deeper truth that the stories are trying to teach? Is that more important, or should the stories be true? What are the deeper truths being told?

· Consider the question as to whether there is a difference between the parables and the stories about Jesus. Does the fact that some of the stories are not true make people feel that the other stories are not true either?

	Reflect & Communicate: (AT2 Personal)
· Children pick a story that they find tells the truth and write or draw a version of the story, making the truth of the story really clear. It does not have to be one of the stories studied. It could be from another religion.
· What would happen if we always taught with stories? Does it make it hard to know what is true? Are there times when that would be inappropriate? How would we know? Children are to imagine and act out a scenario when a story would help and one when it would not.

	Evaluation:
· What went well?


	· Even better if:



	Some suggested resources:

· Statements to sort into true and false
· DVDs or books with stories of Jesus or Parables told by Jesus
· Bibles
· Stories from Hinduism – e.g. Rama and Sita

· www.reonline.org.uk
· BBC clips online
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Assessment opportunities & activities




	Year 3: Unit 6
	Term: Summer 2
	Year: 

	Can made-up stories tell the truth?

	Some pupils will have made more progress and will use a developing religious vocabulary to:

· Make a link between the way a parable is used in Christian teaching and the impact it has on a Christian child

· List some of the differences between stories that are meant to be true and those that are not

· Describe the way Jesus used story to teach the people, suggesting some reasons for his choice of story

· Describe the impact that stories can have on their understanding of truth

· Prepare a reflection on the role of story and truth in the life of a believer 

· Ask questions about the nature of truth and how and why people can learn from stories
	

	Most pupils will be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Retell a parable from the Bible, suggesting a meaning that the story may have for a Christian

· Recognise the difference between stories that are meant to be true and those that are not

· Use a parable of Jesus as a basis for a story or drama that teaches a truth

· Make some suggestions about why stories are a good way to communicate

· Talk about whether everything has to be true

· Recognise that some questions about truth are hard to answer

· Suggest reasons why truth matters in society
	

	Some pupils will have made less progress and be able to use religious words and phrases to:

· Select pictures that represent stories that Jesus told

· Recognise the difference between stories Jesus told and stories about Jesus

· Talk about a story that they think tells a deeper truth

· Ask and answers some questions that they find interesting about truth and honest

· Select from a choice, pictures that represent Hindu stories
	




