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	RE SCHEME OF WORK  

KEY STAGE 2 

Mid-term planning





	Year 3: Unit 4
	Term: Spring 2
	Year: 

	Does Easter make sense without Passover?

	Key Concepts: Judaism; Christianity; Freedom; Passover; Last Supper
	Learning Objective: to explore the connections between Passover and Easter, particularly the Last Supper


	Brief background for teachers:

Easter is one of the key events of the Christian calendar, taking place in the Spring every year. The events of Holy Week which lead up to Easter are endowed with symbolism and while there are differences between the accounts in the 4 gospels, most of the same events are recorded. Large amounts of the Gospels are devoted to the events of this week and the origins of the Passion Play are to be found in the church’s re-enacting of this story. In Jerusalem, the events unfold against the gathering of pilgrims for the Passover festival. Passover, (Pesach in Hebrew) celebrates the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt under the leadership of Moses. That story is told in the Book of Exodus (chapters 7-14), recounting the 10 plagues that were inflicted on the people of Egypt and the final flight of the Israelites from slavery, culminating with the crossing of the Red Sea. Although it is unlikely that the modern celebration of Passover is entirely similar to the Last supper that Jesus enjoyed with his disciples on the day Christians call Maundy Thursday, the symbolism of the meal is significant. There are many links that Christians identify with Jesus, particularly the three matzots (unleavened bread) in a cloth, the middle one of which is broken and hidden for the children to find. A cup of wine is shared at the end of the meal. There is a lamb shank bone, recalling the lamb that was sacrificed at the first Passover and whose blood was put on the doorframes to mark out the Israelite homes from those of the Egyptians. The roasted egg symbolises the eyes of the Israelites and is dipped in salt water to represent tears; salt water the tears of the people and the waters of the red sea; parsley the branches of hyssop that were used to daub the blood on the doorframes; haroseth (a mixture of apples, nuts, cinnamon and red wine) the mortar for the bricks; horseradish, which is dipped in the haroseth is a symbol of suffering. Like Easter, Passover is a mixture of sadness and joy; tears and sorrow for the hardship and deaths of the Egyptians and rejoicing at the release into freedom from slavery. Christians see this as a foreshadowing of the freedom to which Jesus leads them; freed from slavery to sin (John 8:34 -36). Christian communion is based on this meal – the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup of wine. The account of the Eucharist or Communion in 1 Corinthians 11: 23ff predates the writing of the gospels, showing that this commemoration quickly became part of Christian practice

	Expected Learning:

Pupils will know the key events surrounding the Passover meal in Holy Week; washing the feet, sharing the bread and wine; the symbols as Jesus explains them and what the outcome of the meal is i.e. the betrayal by Judas, the arrest in Gethsemane, trial crucifixion and resurrection. Pupils will know why the Passover was celebrated in Jesus’ day and how and why it is celebrated by Jews today. Pupils will know the central events of the Exodus story as the Israelites are lead out of Egypt (the plagues, the role of Moses, the death of the firstborn and the actual passing over of the Angle of Death). Pupils recognise that there are Bible passages that link the two events and be able to evaluate the links between the two stories. Pupils will be able to describe the link between these two stories and the Christian celebration of communion or Eucharist. .

	Developing

Pupils will know the narratives of Passover and the Last Supper identifying the main details of each. They will understand that the Christian celebration of communion is linked to both these stories and be able to identify some of the links.



	Exceeding

Pupils will know the significance of the celebrations of Passover and Communion for Jews and Christians and decide whether the links make either or both more significance. They will look for ways that Christians could celebrate the Passover and reasons why they might want to do so.

	Engage: 
· Ask pupils to plan a meal for a special occasion. What foods would they choose? Why? Would their foods have any special meaning? Would it make a difference what the meal was for?

· Show a picture of a Passover meal and ask pupils to work out what this special meal might be for. What do they think the foods are? What do they mean?
· Find out if pupils are looking forward to Easter and if so why. 

	Enquire & Explore: (AT1)

· Read the story of the Last Supper, putting it into the context of Holy Week. Read more than one version; it is in all 4 Gospels. Do a variety of activities to ensure that pupils know the story (hot seating, adding thought bubbles to pictures, freeze frame activities, Kim’s game with key features from sections of the story).

· Explore the story behind the Passover celebration, looking for any similarities to the Last Supper. The film Prince of Egypt is very good for this; the story can be found in Exodus Chapters 7 – 12. This is a situation where reading from a Children’s story Bible may be sensible.
· Explore the current Jewish practice of Passover, focusing particularly on the symbolism. The Jewish way of life special on RE Online is a useful resource here.

· Explore the Christians Communion/Eucharist/Mass; refer to 1 Corinthians 11:23ff for an early church commentary on the Lord’s supper

	Evaluate: (AT2 Impersonal)

· Compare the two festivals, exploring whether Easter means anything without Passover.  Complete a “Thought bubble” activity on Passover/Easter, especially the last supper. 
· Act out the Last Supper with a commentary explaining the links to Passover and freeze framing for characters’ thoughts; discuss and show how these thoughts might influence Christians taking communion today
· Should Christians celebrate Passover, as many churches today do? What differences would they need to make to the event?

	Reflect & Communicate: (AT2 Personal)

· Do they think Easter is worth celebrating? Why? How would they celebrate it? Are there special foods that ought to be eaten? Why?

	Evaluation:

· What went well?


	· Even better if:



	Some suggested resources:
· Jewish way of life – CD rom or online at www.reonline.org.uk in the ‘specials’ section

· RE Today publications: OURE – Judaism

                                                Picturing Easter
· Gospel accounts of holy week: Matthew 21ff; Mark 11ff; Luke 19ff; John 12ff
· BBC clips online – Last supper

· Miracle Maker DVD and Prince of Egypt DVD

· Passover foods – lamb shank, roasted egg, parsley, haroseth, matzo, lettuce, salt water, wine, seder plate

· Easter foods and symbols – hot cross buns, cross;
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Assessment opportunities & activities




	Year 3: Unit 4
	Term: Spring 2
	Year: 

	Does Easter make sense without Passover?

	Many pupils will have made more progress and be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to:

· Investigate, recognise and describe similarities and differences between Passover and Easter

· Identify the meanings of the Passover foods for a Jewish believer

· Describe three things that Christians believe and how they link to the Easter story

· Prepare a reflection on the way that the last supper matters to Christians at Easter, making a link to their own beliefs

· Identify their own response to the story of Holy Week or Passover
	

	Most pupils will be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Retell the story of Passover/Easter
· Identify why that story is important to believers
· Show awareness of the similarities between Passover and Easter
· Suggest two things that matter to a Jew about Passover and two things that matter to a Christian about Easter
· Respond to an Easter hymn and talk about how it might express the feelings of Easter

· Talk about the meanings of Easter and Passover foods
	

	Pupils who have not made as much progress will be able to use religious words and phrases to:

· Order pictures to retell either the Easter or Passover stories

· Talk about the things they find interesting about Passover or Easter

· Recognise that the Passover foods have a special meaning

· Talk about how the symbols of Easter or Passover make them feel

· Talk about a character they find interesting in the Easter story
	




