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	RE SCHEME OF WORK  

KEY STAGE 2 

Mid-term planning





	Year 3: Unit 3
	Term: Spring 1
	Year: 

	Is a Jewish child free to choose how to live?

	Key Concepts: Judaism; Belief; Commandments, Orthodox,
	Learning Objective: to explore the impact Jewish beliefs have on the life of a child


	Brief Background for teachers
For most Jewish people, the family and the community play a central role, as most of the core festivals and the Friday night Shabbat rituals revolve around the family. The family is also the place in which the traditions, such as eating Kosher food and observing certain dress conventions are promoted. Among the key guidance for Jewish life are the 10 Commandments (given to Moses as told in Exodus 20), but additionally there are 613 Mitzvot or commandments that are set out in the old testament and codified in the rabbinical commentaries such as the Mishneh Torah. These include the regulations about Kosher food and the keeping of the Shabbat rules, though the rules relating to temple sacrifice and criminal law no longer need to be observed as there is no temple and no theocratic state. For many Jewish children, Winter is a time when they will leave school early in order to be home before sundown, and participation in Saturday sporting events is not permitted, nor is Saturday shopping. Keeping a kosher kitchen will also have an impact, as pork and shellfish are not permitted, nor is the mixing of milk and meat. There are rules that govern almost every aspect of life; what to do when you get up, what to wear, what to eat as well as when and what to pray. This does not mean that every Jewish family will follow all the rules, or even if they do they may not follow them in the same way. There are differences between the orthodox, liberal and reform traditions (and these are just a few of the sects or groups within Judaism). It is not always easy to ascertain whether the rules are followed for religious or cultural reasons; some are followed more frequently than others. Many Jewish homes will have Mezuzahs on the door frames of most rooms. Some will kiss their fingers and touch the Mezuzah as they pass. Dress codes are usually observed by orthodox families only: married women will cover their hair (scarf or wig); wear long skirts (trousers may be forbidden); men will wear a skull cap (kippurl) and a hat of some kind; they will wear a garment with tassels and clothing is usually modest. Dark colours are favoured. Some of these traditions have developed particularly to ensure that Jews were distinctive from the community around them; this has helped to ensure that the Jewish identity was maintained even when Jewish people became dispersed around the world.

	Expected Learning
Pupils will know that most Jewish people place emphasis on the 10 commandments as well as 613 Mitvot. They will know the story of the giving of the commandments. Pupils will know the implications that arise from following the commandments and will be able to discuss the ones that most impact Jewish believers. They will be able to describe the main differences between observant Jews and other people, particularly in terms of kosher food, dress and Shabbat observance. They will know about other differences that may be observed in a Jewish household and the implications for children.

	Developing
Pupils will know that there are 10 commandments and that these are used by Jews and Christians. They will be able to talk about the significance of one or two of the commandments and recognise some of the laws about Kosher food and Shabbat
	Excelling
Pupils will be able to give deeper insights into the consequences of following or not following rules, traditions and customs. They will be able to talk about the significance of a wider range of Jewish practice (e.g. shema, mezuzah) and the challenges that following such practices present.

	Engage: 
· Ask children to think about the rules that they have a home. Discuss whether the rules at home are the same as at school. Decide where the ideas for the rules come from – which rules are most important? Do the rules help them to know who they are? Are the rules the same all the time? Are the rules the same for guests? Does everyone have the same rules? What are the consequences of not having the same rules? Make up rule books/posters to demonstrate their own rules.

	Enquire & Explore: (AT1)

· What rules do Jewish families have? Find out about the Ten Commandments – look at how these commandments affect life. Read the Shema – the key prayer of the Jews and find out how the prayer is used in the mezuzah. Find out how the mezuzah is touched on the doorposts. Find out about the rules concerning Shabbat. Find out about the rules concerning food. Find out if there are foods that they cannot eat. How does that make them feel? (N.B. Leave Passover/Pesach till next half term to link with Easter) Where do Jewish people get these rules from?



	Evaluate: (AT2 Impersonal)
· Evaluate the impact these rules have on children in Jewish families. Do these rules help them? Do they hate their faith because of them? Do they give them an identity? How different are the Jewish rules to non-Jewish rules? Are the rules linked to what they believe? Are they free or do these rules restrict them? Listen to what Jewish children say about the Shabbat from the Jewish Way of Life CD rom/web.


	Reflect & Communicate: (AT2 Personal)
· Are there rules that the class want to change? Are there things they can learn from the Jewish rules?

· Would they like to live in a family that observed Shabbat or Kashrut? What would they write on a piece of paper to have on their doorpost? Imagine a family with no rules – compare it to a Jewish family. Which do they think is better?


	Evaluation:
· What went well?


	· Even better if:



	Some suggested resources:

· Jewish way of life – CD rom or online at www.reonline.org.uk in the ‘specials’ section.
· RE Today publications: OURE – Judaism
· Shabbat foods and items – challah loaf, cover, havdallah candle, candles, prayer book, cup
· Mezuzah: http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/256915/jewish/What-Is-a-Mezuzah.htm 
· Copies of the Shema
· Kosher food examples

· Copies of Shabbat rules
· http://www.jewfaq.org/613.htm for a list of the 613 Mitzvot – with scripture references and http://www.jewfaq.org/halakhah.htm#What which explains how Jewish laws came to be.
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Assessment opportunities & activities




	Year 3: Unit 3
	Term: Spring 1
	Year: 

	Is a Jewish child free to choose how to live?

	Some pupils will have made more progress and will use a developing religious vocabulary to:

· Describe the Ten Commandments and say what difference they make to Jewish believers

· Identify the impact of Jewish food laws on children

· Describe possible meanings for the mezuzah and the Shema

· List some similarities between Jewish rules and their own rules

· Identify their own response to the Ten Commandments and how they are influenced by rules

· Ask questions and investigate answers about why Jewish people follow their rules

· Reflect on the impact of rules on the lives of believers
	

	Most pupils will be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Retell the story of Moses on Mount Sinai and the giving of the Ten Commandments

· Identify why that story is important to believers

· List some similarities between Jewish and their own rules

· Suggest meanings for the rules about food etc. and suggest whether Jews have a choice about following them

· Respond sensitively to the rules and customs followed by others, saying why those rules matter to them

· Ask questions and suggest answers about why people choose to follow rules
	

	Some pupils will have made less progress and will be able to use religious words and phrases to:

· Select some of the Ten Commandments or Shabbat rules from a list

· Talk about the rules that they live by

· Recognise some Kosher and non-Kosher foods from pictures

· Talk about the differences being Jewish makes to family life

· Ask questions about the rules other people live by
	




