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	RE SCHEME OF WORK  

KEY STAGE 1 

Mid-term planning





	Year 2: Unit 4
	Term: Spring 2
	Year:

	How should the Church celebrate Easter? 


	Key Concepts: Easter; Baptism; Church.
	Learning Objective: to explore how and why the church celebrates Easter 


	Brief background knowledge for teachers:
Easter is one of the key festivals of the Christian church. It is the festival that focuses on the resurrection of Jesus, after the crucifixion. Most Christians believe that the resurrection of Jesus is the most important facet of the Christian faith and that without it there is no reason for belief (1 Cor. 15:13-19). The date of Easter is set according to the moon, which is why it varies each year, but the events as recounted in the bible take place around the Passover festival. Passover is the Jewish festival that celebrates the liberation of the people of Israel from Egypt under Moses. The key events of Holy week are the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on the day Christians now call Palm Sunday; the last Supper on the day now known as Maundy Thursday; the crucifixion on Good Friday and the resurrection on Easter Sunday.  Many churches begin their celebration of Holy Week with a celebration service on Palm Sunday. Often palm crosses are given out and sometimes the entry in to Jerusalem is re-enacted. Some churches will take the opportunity to parade through the streets (with a donkey if possible) but there is no set format for this celebration. Some churches will make the whole of holy week special with services every day or meditations, or prayer breakfasts. It is worth finding out what the local church(es) are doing and perhaps compare. The next event to be remembered is Maundy Thursday; some churches will hold a meal, have a communion or even hold a Jewish style Passover. This is the day on which Maundy money is distributed to people, in a ceremony which has linked the church and the monarchy since the 13th century. The crucifixion is marked on Good Friday and all the moveable decorations are removed from churches, including altar cloths. During Holy week, it is usual to have red cloths, but on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday these are usually removed or replaced with black, depending on the tradition of the church. There is a great variety of ways that Good Friday is remembered. There are services of meditation, re-enactments, walks of witness through towns, often carrying a cross and walking in silence. Easter Saturday is traditionally a waiting day. Orthodox Churches will often hold an all-night vigil, finishing with a noisy celebration service, with people running round the church. RE Quest has a video clip of this. Many churches will have a dawn service, to remember the women approaching the tomb early in the morning on Resurrection or Easter Sunday. Communion is usually a feature of Easter services. Traditionally, the altar coverings on Easter are white or gold and as this is the day when baptisms used to be carried out, this has contributed to the habit of baptism clothing being white. Some churches still carry out baptisms on Easter Sunday. A traditional greeting for Easter Sunday is “Alleluia! Christ is risen” “He is risen indeed, Alleluia” is the response from the congregation. 

	Expected Learning
Pupils will know the Easter Story and the key events of Holy Week – Palm Sunday, Foot washing and Passover Meal on the Thursday, Crucifixion and Resurrection. They will know that the cross is significant for Christians because of the crucifixion and they will know how some of the other events of Holy Week are remembered by the church. They will be able to talk about which events are most significant for Christians and suggest some reasons why. From the events of Holy Week, they may make suggestions about other ways in which Easter could be celebrated.

	Developing

Simplified Holy Week events; Linking Lent to the temptations of Jesus, carnival, Baptism on Easter Sunday. Identifying symbols in church connected with Easter.
	Excelling
Pupils will make deeper links between the life of the church and the events of Holy Week; they will link artefacts and regular church practice to the Easter story. They will make suggestions about appropriate ways to celebrate Holy Week and Easter.

	Engage: 
· Show a few pictures of churches – pupils to find the things that the different buildings have in common. Focus in on the crosses – what is the significance of the cross? Why is it something all churches have in common? Show them pictures from the Easter story – they have to look for links to the things that they have seen in the churches.

	Enquire & Explore: (AT1)

· Find out how Lent and Easter are celebrated in the church – focus on how the stories behind the two festivals impact on the life of the church at other times of the year too. Resurrection on Sunday means that church meets on Sundays, (note also that during Lent, Sundays do not count – pupils might like to think about why). Baptisms used to happen always on Easter Sunday, confirmation as part of the Easter celebrations. Find out why Christians get baptised at Easter. Maybe include Mothering Sunday as part of this exploration, as it is part of the church year and significant to Lent.


	Evaluate: (AT2 Impersonal)
· Discuss whether the children think Easter is important for the church. Encourage them to explain why they think that. Do they think it influences everything that happens in church? Is there anything that is more important? They could create a book cover for a book about Easter or a guide book for a church.



	Reflect & Communicate: (AT2 Personal)
· Design an Easter egg that communicates the meaning of Easter for them. Kim’s game with items connected with Easter in the church – pupils see what they can remember and then choose the item that for them best represents what Easter means for the church and the item that best show what Easter means to them.



	Evaluation:
· What went well?


	· Even better if:




	Some suggested resources:

· RE Today Publications: Opening up Easter booklet

                                          Picturing Easter
                                          More than 101 Great ideas book

· www.request.org.uk
· www.reonline.org.uk
· Pictures of Churches and crosses
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Assessment opportunities & activities




	Year 2: Unit 4
	Term: Spring 2
	Year: 

	Is Easter important for the church?

	Some pupils will have made more progress and be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to:

· Make a link between the story of Easter and the life of the church

· Describe the importance of Easter in the life of a Christian and of the church

· Make links between artefacts in church and the festival of Easter

· Prepare a reflection on the way the resurrection matters to Christians at Easter, making a link to what matters to them
	

	Most pupils will be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Retell the story Easter – sequencing the main events in the right order

· Match some items in church with the Easter story

· Suggest a meaning the Easter story may have for a Christian

· Ask questions about the importance of Easter for a Christian

· Suggest which aspects of the Easter story are most important for the church and Christians
	

	Some pupils may not have made as much progress, but will be able to use religious words and phrases to:

· Remember and tell someone three things that happened to Jesus in the Easter story.

· Match three artefacts or pictures to the Easter story

· Talk about who they think is the most important character in the Easter story

· Talk about some things in the Easter story that they find puzzling or interesting

· Talk about how others celebrate Easter and the way they do or do not celebrate
	




