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	RE SCHEME OF WORK  

KEY STAGE 1 

Mid-term planning





	Year 1:  Unit 3

	Term: Spring 1
	Year:  

	Does Creation help people understand God?

	Key Concepts: Creation, God, Christianity, Judaism; God as Creator
A Muslim view of creation could be substituted for Judaism 
	Learning Objective: to understand Christian and or Jewish beliefs about Creation and the character of God

	Brief Background Knowledge for Teachers

Most religions and people groups have Creation stories which inform their view of the world and people’s place in it. This unit will concentrate on the Biblical account of creation as told by Christians and Jews but will also make reference to some of the Psalms which explore the Jewish view that the created world reflects the glory and creativity of God. The Bible actually has two creation stories: Genesis chapter 1 tells of the 7 days of creation; Genesis chapter 2 takes things more from the perspective of humankind with the focus on the creation of Adam and then of Eve, with Adam naming all the animals and mankind’s relationship with the Creator God. It is important to realise that for most Christians this is not taken as a scientific record of how the world was created but answers more the question why the world was created. It is illegal to teach creation as science, so the discussion needs to focus more on what creation tell believers about God. For Jewish believers, the day of rest (Shabbat) has its roots in the creation story as that is part of God’s instruction to them in the 10 commandments in Exodus chapter 20. The other element for many Jewish believers is that God rested on the 7th day to allow humans to work to complete the job of creation. The key emphasis in the creation account is that God looked at what he had created and saw that it was good. This has been one of the key beliefs that has informed Christian views about how to care for the world and the need to care for it. When God answers Job’s complaints, at the end of the Book of Job, joy in creation is evident.

	Expected Learning:
Pupils will learn the Creation story from Genesis 1 and be able to retell it simply; they will know the Phrase “And God saw that it was good”. They will know that most Christians believe that this teaches them that God is Creator; they will know that many of the other attributes of God – power, might, love, kindness e.g. are also shown by the story of creation. They will understand that Christians believe that the created world reflects the glory of God and they will know one or two phrases from the Psalms that show that. They will be able to comment on the beauty of the world and begin to make a connection between that and Christian views of God. They will know that Christians and Jews believe that God made humankind and that he made them able to create as well and has a special relationship with them. 

	Developing:
Pupils will know the Creation story and that God say that it was good. They will know that Christians and Jews believe that God made humans. They will know why this story is important for some Christians and Jews
	Excelling:
Pupils will make the connection between belief in God as creator and Christian ideas about caring for the word. They will know a wider range of passages that show God’s glory in creation; they will show an awareness that not everyone believes the same things about creation. They will know some other passages that show that God cares for his creation (e.g. the bit about two sparrows Matthew 10:29/Luke 12:6 or the lilies of the field Matthew 6:28/Luke 12:27)

	Engage: 
· What is your prized possession? Use talk partners to discuss and feedback answers to this question.

· Was it a gift or did you make/create it? Discuss the differences between the two concepts and establish that it might make people feel differently about these things.
· Perhaps explore the story of Pinocchio. Why did the toy maker make the puppet?

	Enquire & Explore: (AT1)

· What do Christians and Jews believe about the world? Did they make it or is it a gift? If it is a gift to us, who made it? Read, watch, sing the story of creation and discuss what it means. Think about which parts of the story are most important. Is there a day we could manage without? Sequence the seven days. Explore some of the most curious or beautiful things in the world. Listen to some songs or poems that extol the beauty of the world and read some of the Psalms. Illustrate the psalms with appropriate pictures.

· Look at Matthew 10:29/Luke 12:6 or the lilies of the field Matthew 6:28/Luke 12:27. What do these passages show us about how God cares for the world?

· The pattern of working for 6 days and then resting is shown in the Sabbath/Shabbat routine of Judaism and the traditional week in England. Does this teach anything about God?

	Evaluate: (AT2 Impersonal)
· How do Christians and Jews understand this story? How do they respond to the belief that God created the world? 
· How do they think God feels about his creation? Build something of their own (e.g. from Lego or plasticine). How do they feel about their creation? How would they want other people to look after what they have made? Show a clip of Wall:E, (Pixar film) where humans have to abandon the world due to mess.  How can we stop this happening? How do they think God might feel about his creation being damaged?

	Reflect & Communicate: (AT2 Personal)
· Look at some pictures of the Wonders of the World – how do those pictures make the children feel? How are they different to what is seen in Wall:E?  How do the children think we should look after the world? Make posters showing how they think the world should be looked after – explore recycling, reuse, littering and water etc.  Make pledges perhaps as to what they think they need to do and display those. What do the children think the creator of this world is like? 

	Evaluation:
· What went well?


	· Even better if:



	Some suggested resources:
· RE Today publications: OURE Thankfulness 

                                          DPRE – Stories about God
                                          Picturing creation – CD Rom and pictures

                                          More than 101 great ideas

· Stories, Songs and poems about creation – perhaps the story of Pinocchio (focus on why Gepetto made the puppet)
· Wall:E film (Disney Pixar)
· Lego or plasticine

· Bible - Genesis 1; Selection from: Psalm 8, Psalm 19:1-6, Psalm 139, Psalm 29, Psalm 104 


	RE SCHEME OF WORK

CLASS RECORD SHEET

Assessment opportunities & activities



	

	Year 1:  Unit 3
	Term: Spring 1          Year: 

	Does Creation help people understand God?

	A few pupils may have made significant progress and be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Make links between the creation story and Christian and Jewish care for the world

· Prepare a reflection or poem on the significance of the creation story

· Ask some questions about creation and how the idea of a creator God affects them

· Discuss how believing in a creator God might link to the Green movement

· Compare their response to the creation story with that of others

· Give reasons, using religious vocabulary, for the need to care for the environment
	

	Some pupils may have made more progress and be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Retell and sequence the creation story

· Suggest why the creation story is significant for Christians and Jews

· Identify how the creation story might impact on the behaviour of people

· Ask some questions about creation and its puzzling mysteries

· Discuss whether the beauty of the world needs protecting and how

· Discuss the way man is damaging the environment and make suggestions as to how to tackle the problems
	

	Most pupils will be able to use some religious words and phrases to:

· Recall the creation story

· Recognise the significance of the creation story for Christians and Jews

· Talk about some interesting and puzzling questions to do with creation

· Talk about how the world is important to them

· Choose from some statements the ones that come from the creation story

· Say what they think is good about the world and why it may be important to look after it
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