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	RE SCHEME OF WORK  

KEY STAGE 1 

Mid-term planning





	Year 1/2:  
	Term: 
	Year:  

	Why is the story of Rama and Sita important to many Hindus?

	Key Concepts: Dharma, Divali

	Learning Objective:  To explore the story of Rama and Sita and identify what Hindus and others learn from it. To describe how the story informs some elements of Hindu practice. 

	Brief Background Knowledge for teachers
The story of Rama and Sita is one of the best-known tales from the Mahabharata, a collection of ancient text that may date from as far back as 500 BCE. Called the Ramayana, it tells the story of Prince Rama, (believed to be an avatar of the deity Vishnu), who wins the hand of Princess Sita in a trail of strength. They are later banished from the kingdom of Ayodhya by King Dasartha, on the wished of his second wife. While living in exile, Sita is taken prisoner by the many-headed demon Ravana and is eventually rescued by Rama, his brother Lakshmana and the monkey deity Hanuman. Rama then returns from exile and the people of Ayodhya line their way with little lights (divas). There are many different versions of the Ramayana; in some Ravana is not so much evil as strong and brave, though perhaps misguided. Some versions focus more on Sita, and her devotion to duty. The story is told as part of the festival of Divali and Rama’s victory over Ravana is celebrated at Dashera (in September/October). In many parts of India, the stories are acted out in dance and drama and shown on television. The key teachings of Dharma are explored through this story, as each of the characters has opportunities to choose to follow their destinies, choose to do right or wrong, follow their duty and display loyalty. Dharma is linked to career choice, class and family and encourages people to follow the 5 daily duties or debts. These are to worship God, study the scriptures, contemplate the wisdom of ancestors and elders, provide food for all beings in need and serve guests with respect and love. Dharma encourages people to make moral or ethical choices. Another way of thinking about dharma is to see it as a person’s role in a play or position on a team. For the play to go well or for the team to win, each person must "stay in character" or "play his position." If each thing in the universe does its dharma, the universe functions smoothly. When people or things violate their dharma, things fall apart. The story of Rama is often described as being about the conflict between good and evil, the triumph of light over darkness, human strength and weakness, the power of kings and deities and the role of ordinary people for the good of the community. There is not one fixed interpretation; as with all religious texts there is an ongoing dialogue between the reader and the meaning of the text. There are other festivals connected with the story of Rama and Sita: Rama Navami (Mar/April) and Hanuman Jyanti (April).  NB Sikhs also celebrate Divali, but they remember a different story. 

	Expected learning: 

Pupils can retell the story of Rama and Sita. They can link the story to the Hindu belief in Dharma (order, law, duty & truth). They can describe some of the ways in which the story is remembered and communicated (dance, drama etc). They can link the story to the festival of Divali (Diwali or Deepavali) and show some ways in which the festival links to the story. 

	Developing:
Pupils can retell some key parts of the Rama and Sita story. They can describe some elements of the festival of Divali and talk about something that Hindus learn from the story. 
	Excelling
Pupils can make more explicit links between the story, the festival and Hindu beliefs and teachings. They can draw out any similarities with other religious stories and make links to their own beliefs and practices.  


	Engage: 
· List the characteristics of a hero
· Look at a picture of a Divali celebration and ask questions and make comments about what they see

· Talk about a favourite adventure story and find out if pupils think they learn anything from it. 

· Look at pictures of the main characters and talk about what the pictures tell us about the characters. 


	Enquire & Explore: 
· Read the story of Rama and Sita in several different versions and identify similarities and differences. Try to ensure that at least one of these is a version Hindu parents may use with their children. Animated versions are a good way to explore this story.
· Explore the choices that the characters make and decide who is making good or bad choices. 

· Discuss whether the characters are good or bad and how we know. 
· Find out how the story inspires Hindus at the festival of Divali and how the festival picks up images from the story – particularly the diva lamps. 

· Extension – find out how the victory of Rama is celebrated at Dashera. 

	Evaluate: 
· Find out what Hindus think they learn from the story of Rama and Sita. 
· Which part of the story appears to be most important to some Hindus and why?

· Talk about how the story and the festival of Divali inspires Hindu to live moral and ethical lives? 

	Reflect & Communicate: 
· Why do the pupils think Hindus still tell the story of Rama and Sita?
· Which part of the story do the pupils think is most important to them?

· Which of  the characters do the pupils like best and why?

	Evaluation:
· What went well?


	· Even better if:




	Some suggested resources:

· https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n5hl0
· https://www.thoughtco.com/the-story-of-ramayana-1770169 

· RE Today Publications: Opening Up Hinduism; Exploring Celebrations

· Hinduism, a very short introduction by Kim Knott

· http://iskconeducationalservices.org/HoH/practice/401.htm 
· https://www.bbc.com/timelines/zttjxsg 

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCNNwPaVIaU for older children
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRpNNF4fB4g for younger children

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-F5tzMBHcFc 

· http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/whatson/exhibitions/ramayana/guide.html 
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	Year 1/2:  
	Term:                              Year:   

	Why is the story of Rama and Sita important to many Hindus?

	A few pupils may have made significant progress and be able to:
· Compare the Rama and Sita story to other tales they are familiar with
· Say why Rama or Sita may be a role model for some Hindus

· Describe the festival of Divali in more detail

· Outline the story, showing the parts that link to the festival of Divali

· Talk about what the story or the festival means to some Hindus

· Talk about what the story and the festival mean to them.
	

	Most Y2 and some pupils may be working at a more advanced standard and be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Retell the story of Rama and Sita, identifying some differences and similarities between versions
· Make a chart of each character, showing one way in which each shows dharma

· Annotate a picture of Rama to show how he may be described as a hero 

· Show how the story of the Ramayana is remembered and communicated
· Suggest reasons why the story is remembered and what Hindus learn from the story
	

	Most Y1 pupils will be able to use some religious words and phrases to:

· Retell the most important parts of the Rama and Sita story 
· Identify the key characters in the story

· Describe the main elements of the Divali festival

· Talk about one thing that some Hindus learn from the story

· Make a simple link between the story and the festival
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