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The Bible in Worship: Pentecost and Trinity in Matthew

This season brings the church year to a close. Through it we explore some themes which are very important in the Christian community such as the Church and the Kingdom. Pentecost is the celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit, this is not an event found in Matthew but that is not to say that we cannot see the Holy Spirit in the gospel – and, indeed, see hints of the Holy Trinity too. Trinity season can be understood as a season of growth, growth of the church in numbers of believers and the growth of understanding about what the whole story of Jesus means.
Part 4 includes a number of references to families. You may wish to read this well in advance of using it as there might be some aspects of your context which would make the material inappropriate in the form in which it is written.

The readings include stories from the gospel to help illustrate the themes of this season. While we offer notes to help the use of these, we would encourage you to allow children to make their own suggestions about meanings or themes in the readings before using the ideas in the notes. Part 3 includes part of 2 Peter – this letter was probably not actually written by Peter, but it does give us some clear indications about how Christian thought was developing in the early church. In these notes the extract is treated as if it is written by Peter for the sake of simplicity.
As with all the seasons in the project feel free to adjust and adapt the material as you feel fit for your own school.

Music for the season might include pieces from Miles Davis’ ‘Kind of Blue’ all of which start with a relatively simple statement but grow into complex interweaving pieces – rather like the Church growing into a variety of expressions from the first simple preaching to the complex faith communities that we see today. There are other musical examples from both jazz and classical genres.

	Part 1: The Lost Sheep Matthew 18: 4-5 and 10-14 

	Bible Reading:  
The greatest in the Kingdom of heaven is the one who humbles himself and becomes like this child.  And whoever welcomes in my name one such child as this, welcomes me…
“See that you don't despise any of these little ones. Their angels in heaven, I tell you, are always in the presence of my Father in heaven.

“What do you think a man does who has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost? He will leave the other ninety-nine grazing on the hillside and go and look for the lost sheep. When he finds it, I tell you, he feels far happier over this one sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not get lost. In just the same way your Father in heaven does not want any of these little ones to be lost.
	Notes

 We have already met the opening of this reading in part …  Here we take it on into the parable of the lost sheep. This is a well-known story but look carefully at what Matthew does with it. He puts the story of the lost sheep in the ‘context’ of the care of children. Before the parable we read of the value of children and their ‘angels’ in heaven and at the end of the parable Jesus speaks of the Father not wanting lose any of the little ones. The parable is powerful because in Jesus’ time shepherds were well known in communities so the illustration would be powerful. 



Themes:

Endurance: the need to persist and keep going, this is the common message of the lost sheep. It is significant that (metaphorically) in this story it is God who is the one who shows the endurance – in a similar way to the promise that God makes in the story of Noah. So, this story can be read as being about God constantly searching for the lost children.  
Humility:  the idea of being like a child can be challenging for many adults. The ideas in this reading go beyond that though. Looking after children is often seen as a humble or even demeaning task – and it is the case that those who look after children are not paid a great deal in our societies. Yet in this reading we see that caring for children is something that is not too humble a task for even God to undertake. 
Questions:

What do you think that the Gospel writer (Matthew) means by writing about angels in the way that he does?
Do you think that Jesus is really talking about children or sheep? Or is he trying to make pictures in our minds?
Jesus is talking about adults being more like children in this reading; do you think that this means that God wants us to treat children in a special way? What is this special way?

	Part 1: The Lost Sheep

	Reflection

Have you ever lost something?
How important was it to keep on looking for it?

How did you feel when what was lost was found?

Did you find it on your own?

What did you do when it was found? 

Have you ever lost something?

How important was it to keep on looking for it?

How did you feel when you realised that you would never find what you had lost?

Were you on your own?

What did you do?

*This reflection is not intended as therapy, participants should not be encouraged to answer if they feel uncomfortable.
	Prayer

Lord of Heaven,
We know that the care of everyone matters to you.
We pray that you will constantly remind us that you do not want any of your children to be lost and help us and everyone who works with children to keep them safe. 
Amen


Laying the table
A helpful focus for this reading would be to gather a range of things that are used to keep children safe. You could include things like cycle helmets, reins, hats and more imaginative things such as lock kits for kitchen drawers. Encourage children to talk about the importance of being safe – you may wish to link this to an e-safety theme.
	Part 1: Extension Colossians 1: 9-13

	A bit more from the Bible
We ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will, with all the wisdom and understanding that his Spirit gives. Then you will be able to live as the Lord wants and will always do what pleases him. Your lives will produce all kinds of good deeds, and you will grow in your knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength which comes from his glorious power, so that you may be able to endure everything with patience. And with joy give thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to have your share of what God has reserved for his people in the kingdom of light. He rescued us from the power of darkness and brought us safe into the kingdom of his dear Son…
	Notes
This short passage from Paul brings out some of the themes of the main reading. In particular we see the kind of patience and endurance that is needed by shepherds. Paul develops the ideas by introducing the Spirit. Look carefully at what the Spirit does. The Spirit teaches – gives wisdom and understanding.  
This leads on to giving thanks to the Father and this again is for what the Father has done.
And in the end, we come to the Kingdom of the Son and the Trinity is complete. Of course, the strength of any kingdom depends on not just who the king is but what the king does.


A few more Questions:   
How does this reading help us to a better understanding of the Trinity?
What do you think that Paul means by the ‘power of darkness’?
Some things to do
Can you write a parable? Parables are quite short stories which have a special meaning. Often it is a meaning which helps to teach something important.
__________________________________________

	Part 2:  Peter, the Rock Matthew 16: 13-20

	Bible Reading
Jesus went to the territory near the town of Caesarea Philippi, where he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”

“Some say John the Baptist,” they answered. “Others say Elijah, while others say Jeremiah or some other prophet.”

“What about you?” he asked them. “Who do you say I am?”

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

“Good for you, Simon son of John!” answered Jesus. “For this truth did not come to you from any human being, but it was given to you directly by my Father in heaven. And so I tell you, Peter: you are a rock, and on this rock foundation I will build my church, and not even death will ever be able to overcome it. I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven; what you prohibit on earth will be prohibited in heaven, and what you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven.”

Then Jesus ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
	Notes
 This reading comes on two parts. In the first Jesus is asking about himself – firstly he uses the title, ‘Son of Man’. Then he goes on to speak of himself ‘who do you say I am’. They mention Old Testament prophets.  Then Jesus moves from asking all the disciples to just talking to Peter. Then Peter makes a statement of faith about who Jesus is, the Messiah or ‘chosen one’ of the Jewish faith. The second part of the reading goes on to talk about Peter as the ‘rock’ on which the church will be built. The word church here does not mean the buildings or organisations that we have today but simpler gatherings of believers. Jesus not only gives Peter this role (Peter means rock or stone – petrified, turned to stone) but also gives him responsibility for making judgements or choices.
The reading closes with Jesus speaking to the whole group of disciples again which brings the short story back to its beginning and reinforces the fact that Jesus was creating a special group of followers. 


Themes:
Koinonia: communities and groups of people have all sorts of reasons for staying together. Sometimes people have to work very hard to set up groups and societies. Jesus built up a group of disciples and followers, but it was up to them to create the church. We have to be very careful when we are part of a community to make sure that the work of keeping the group going is passed on to people who will make sure that the job is done well. 
Wisdom: when we are given a special job or responsibility, we need to be very careful about the choices and decisions that we make. Finding the wisdom that we need to make those choices can be hard and we often have to find out what other people think or what they might do – but in the end, we must take careful reflection and make the choice for ourselves.  
Questions:

Why do you think that it was important that the disciples did not tell people that he was the Messiah?

Can you find out a bit more about the Messiah from Jewish history? 
What do you think Jesus means by giving Peter the ‘keys to the kingdom’?
What do you think that the keys stand for? (or represent?)

Does Peter have these keys to let people in or keep people out?

Can you think of a story in which Jesus talks about building on rock? Which story?

Do you think that Peter and his successors have made a good job of building up the church?

	Part 2: Peter, the Rock

	Reflection

Let’s wonder for a moment – 
Do you like having jobs to do?

Do you like responsibility?

How do you feel when you have been asked to do something or look after something important?
What kinds of symbols do we have to show that we have special responsibilities?
How does it feel to have one of these?
	Prayer

Dear God,

Thank you for the things that we can do for each other and for you.
Guide us and help us to do the best that we can with every responsibility we are given so that through our service the lives of others will be made better.
Amen


Laying the table

Gather a range of items which illustrate the life and work of the church. You might include things such as crosses or candles even a chalice or paten. It is important to encourage children to think of the meaning of the items not just to be able to give them names. It may be appropriate to invite someone from the church to come and talk about the items and what they mean. Don’t forget such things as prayer lists and notices for charitable support. 
	Part 2: Extension Acts 8: 5, 12, 14-17

	A bit more from the Bible: 
Philip went to the principal city in Samaria and preached the Messiah to the people there…

But when they believed Philip's message about the good news of the Kingdom of God and about Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women… 

The apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had received the word of God, so they sent Peter and John to them. When they arrived, they prayed for the believers that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For the Holy Spirit had not yet come down on any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
	Notes:
This extract from the book of Acts gives us a glimpse of the growing church – the creation of more Christian communities. Here Philip (one of the disciples) is fulfilling the great commission of Matthew (Matthew 28: 20) preaching and baptizing.
The importance of the whole Trinity is brought out in the second part of the reading where Peter (the Rock) and John come to the new community of Christians to bring the Holy Spirit to them.  It seems slightly odd that Philip did not baptize in the name of the Holy Spirit too. It seems that even the disciples took a little while to get the commandment of Jesus quite right!


Questions
Can you think of a reason why Philip might not have got it quite right?
Why do you think that Peter and John thought that the Holy Spirit was important? Look back at Acts chapter 2, it might help to answer the question.
Some things to do
Keys are the symbol of St Peter, drawn from this saying of Jesus. Find out about some other saints and their symbols. Why do they have these symbols? What do they mean?

Jesus quite often tells his disciples not to tell people who he is. Why do you think that it might have been a good idea to keep this a secret?
_________________________________________
	Part 3: A Miracle Matthew 8: 1-4

	Bible Reading  
When Jesus came down from the hill, large crowds followed him. Then a man suffering from a dreaded skin disease came to him, knelt down before him, and said, “Sir, if you want to, you can make me clean.”

Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. “I do want to,” he answered. “Be clean!” At once the man was healed of his disease. Then Jesus said to him, “Listen! Don't tell anyone, but go straight to the priest and let him examine you; then in order to prove to everyone that you are cured, offer the sacrifice that Moses ordered.”
	Notes
For this reading we delve back into the Gospel and one of the miracles that Jesus performed. As with many miracles it is quite a simple act but helps us think about relationships. The man doesn’t actually ask to be healed, he speaks to Jesus and gives him the choice. Jesus does heal the man but then draws back into the Jewish faith of the time and makes sure that the Law is properly followed with the offering of sacrifice. This also links the power of Jesus with the authority of Moses – the most important figure in ancient Judaism.


Themes:
Hope: sometimes we find ourselves, like the man in the story, in a position where we have no real hope. In these situations, we sometimes have to rely entirely on what others can do for us. The story does not tell us what the man did after the sacrifice had been offered, he may have been able to pass on how his hope had been fulfilled.
Thankfulness: the man in the story does not say thank you to Jesus. But he goes and does something else instead – the thing that Jesus has asked him to do. The sacrifice itself was a way of giving thanks. There are many ways of being thankful, saying thank you is not always the best one, sometimes we need to listen to the person whom we wish to thank in order to do it properly.                                                                                                                                                                                      
 Questions:
Why do you think that Jesus wanted to heal the man?

Why do you think that it was important for the man to offer a sacrifice?
What do you think that it says about Jesus that he cures with a simple command?

How do you think that the man felt when he had been healed?

How would you feel if you could heal illnesses with a few words?
	Part 3: A Miracle

	Reflection
Let us wonder for a moment;

What do we do when we meet people in need?

Can we always help everyone who is in need?

Are some needs easier to help than others?
What can we do about people’s needs that are beyond our help?
	Prayer

Lord of faith,
Guide us, we pray, to have strong faith in you and each other so that through our prayers and our work we can recognise the needs of others.

We ask you to be with everyone who is in need and to strengthen all who strive against poverty famine and illness.
Amen 


Laying the table
Encourage children to identify different needs and to write prayers about these needs. Note that these are intercessions (asking on behalf of others) or supplications, there is more information about writing prayers in the Prayer file on the ODBE website. 
	 Part 3: Extension 2 Peter 1: 16-21 

	A bit more from the Bible:  
We have not depended on made-up stories in making known to you the mighty coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. With our own eyes we saw his greatness. We were there when he was given honour and glory by God the Father, when the voice came to him from the Supreme Glory, saying, “This is my own dear Son, with whom I am pleased!” We ourselves heard this voice coming from heaven, when we were with him on the holy mountain.

So we are even more confident of the message proclaimed by the prophets. You will do well to pay attention to it, because it is like a lamp shining in a dark place until the Day dawns and the light of the morning star shines in your hearts. Above all else, however, remember that no one can explain by himself or herself a prophecy in the Scriptures. For no prophetic message ever came just from human will, but people were under the control of the Holy Spirit as they spoke the message that came from God.


	Notes
This extension is from a short letter called 2 Peter. We can see in it a re-telling of some of what was written in the gospel, for instance the words from heaven at Jesus’ baptism. (Matthew 3:17) 

Peter tells that the disciples saw the greatness of Jesus. This was a mixture of miracles, teaching, parables and prayer – it was made complete for them by God’s words at the baptism.  The second part of the extract reinforces the confidence of the disciples and the early church communities. This confidence is built on the understanding of the message of the ‘prophets’. But notice that a proper understanding of what has been said by the prophets can only been achieved through learning from Jesus and the strength of the Holy Spirit.


A few more Questions:
Look at Revelation 22:16, Jesus is called the ‘morning-star’ here too. Is this a good description of him?

How would you have felt if you had heard the voice of God?

Some things to do
Baptism and Eucharist are known as sacraments. These are actions or symbols which have a meaning which is deeper than or beyond the obvious, literal meaning. What meanings do you think are in Baptism and the Eucharist?
_____________________________________________
	Part 4: Jesus’ Mother, Sisters and Brothers  Matt 12: 46-50

	Bible Reading
Jesus was still talking to the people when his mother and brothers arrived. They stood outside, asking to speak with him. So one of the people there said to him, “Look, your mother and brothers are standing outside, and they want to speak with you.”

Jesus answered, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” Then he pointed to his disciples and said, “Look! Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does what my Father in heaven wants him to do is my brother, my sister, and my mother.”
	Notes 
This little section of the Gospel might seem a bit odd, but it raises interesting ideas. Jesus seems to disown his family, but he doesn’t really do this. The family is being used as an illustration of just how strongly faith (shown through discipleship – following God’s lead) binds Jesus and his followers together.  
Notice that Jesus mentions ‘Mother’ when he points to his disciples, does this mean that the disciples included women?


Themes:
Trust: there is a great sense of trust in families, most of us would trust our mothers and other members of our families. In our school we also trust each other – in a way our school becomes our family. 
Reverence: keeping a relationship with our family and with our friends requires proper respect. Jesus’ comments about his disciples show the respect that he had for them. Within a community of faith we talk about reverence and respect; reverence is something that was clearly shown to Jesus by his disciples – here we see that reverence works both ways.  
Questions:

What does it mean to trust people? 
Which people do you trust the most? Why?

Is there a special kind of trust in families?
Can this trust be found in other places?

Why do you think that Jesus used the idea of family relationships to illustrate the relationships between himself and the disciples?
	Part 4: Mothers, Sisters and Brothers

	Reflection

Let’s wonder for a moment

Who makes up our family?

How do we show that we are a family? 
What different roles do people play in our families?

If you have a family when you are older what would you want it to be like?
Pause to allow children to share ideas about what their own families might be like.
	Prayer

Lord of our families,
Thank you for the families that we have; for our mums and dads, our brothers and our sisters.

Help our school to grow into a special family so that together we can learn to love each other better and so become the best that we can be.
Amen


Laying the table
Make a display of family groups. Try to find as great a diversity as you can. It could be made up of examples from your own school, or deliberately set up to show a wider diversity than is found in your own context. 
	Part 4: Extension Psalm 33: 13-22

	A bit more from the Bible 
The Lord looks down from heaven

and sees the whole human race.

From where he rules, he looks down

on all who live on earth.

He forms all their thoughts

and knows everything they do.

The Lord watches over those who obey him,

those who trust in his constant love.

He saves them from death;

he keeps them alive in times of famine.

We put our hope in the Lord;

he is our protector and our help.

We are glad because of him;

we trust in his holy name.

May your constant love be with us, Lord,

as we put our hope in you.
	Notes
This Psalm brings to mind some of the themes that we have met in this season so far but puts them into an older time. 
It speaks of God’s care, love, trust and protection.

The focus of the Psalm is the ‘Lord’, a word which is used for God. The Psalm brings out what it is that God does.

The ‘Things to do’ section below encourages you to explore the Psalm a little further.




A few more Questions
How does the Psalm emphasise themes and make them stand out?
Some things to do
Work through the Psalm carefully and find the themes that you think are important. Could you rewrite the Psalm for a modern audience?
_______________________________________________
	Part 5: The Vineyard Matthew 21: 33-40

	Bible Reading
“Listen to another parable,” Jesus said. “There was once a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a hole for the winepress, and built a watchtower. Then he let out the vineyard to tenants and went on a journey. When the time came to gather the grapes, he sent his slaves to the tenants to receive his share of the harvest. The tenants seized his slaves, beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again the man sent other slaves, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. Last of all he sent his son to them. ‘Surely they will respect my son,’ he said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the owner's son. Come on, let's kill him, and we will get his property!’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “Now, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” Jesus asked.

	Notes

On several occasions Jesus tells his listeners about the way in which God had sent (or was sending) Jesus himself to people who would reject him. 

This parable is a simple story which summarises very powerfully the message of the rejected messenger. It also reminds us that the Bible is an adult book. In it the place of the sent one as the son is made very clear.
The story can be seen as an allegory of what is sometimes known as salvation-history. It begins with God giving a gift and responsibility. This is followed by a number of messengers from the landlord – not unreasonably they are asking for a share of the harvest

The story appeals strongly to the sense of justice which many people would feel. As with a number of parables and conversations of Jesus he poses a question at the end of it. The answer that the listeners gave and Jesus’ answer are given in the extension below.


Themes:
Justice: the reading raises a question of justice. Jesus’ last question seems to be about punishment, ‘what will he do to …’? Is justice about punishment? Or is it about fairness? It is easy to think of punishments, it is often said ‘let the punishment fit the crime’ – but is this really justice? 
Creation: the creation is a theme that flows through the whole Bible. One of the places that this is seen is in the harvest and in the offerings that people bring. Our church services often contain words like these:
‘Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.’ (1 Chronicles 29: 11)
These words are based on the Old Testament and emphasise the point that as part of creation we have a responsibility always to give thanks to God and to give to God appropriate respect and reverence. 
Questions:
What would your answer be to the question that Jesus poses at the end of the reading? 
What do you think that the tenants should have done?

How does the story make you feel?

What would you have done if you had been one of the tenants?
	Part 5: The Vineyard

	Reflection
For a moment let’s reflect and wonder about creation.
How should we treat the world we live in?

Is it ours to do with as we please?
How do you think that we should look after the world?

Give the participants some time to discuss their ideas. 
	Prayer

Lord of Creation,
We thank you for the many marvellous gifts that you have given to us. Help us to always share these good things with each other and give you the share that is yours.
Amen


Laying the table
Make a display of things to be thankful to God for. These might be natural things, but it is best to let the children let their imaginations run wild so that the range of items chosen is as great as it can be. Encourage children to express why they are thankful for these things. 
	Part 5: Extension Matthew 21: 41-43

	A bit more from the Bible 
“He will certainly kill those evil men,” they answered, “and let the vineyard out to other tenants, who will give him his share of the harvest at the right time.”

Jesus said to them, “Haven't you ever read what the Scriptures say?

‘The stone which the builders rejected as worthless

turned out to be the most important of all.

This was done by the Lord;

what a wonderful sight it is!’

“And so I tell you,” added Jesus, “the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce the proper fruits.”
	Notes
This is the answer and the way in which Jesus responded to it. 
The listeners, who are Jews, have a very self-righteous answer but Jesus does not quite agree with them. He quotes part of the Old Testament, their own scriptures, as if to say ‘this has happened to you’. 
It is almost as if Jesus’ answer is an opposite – they are not killed. But they are right in that the vineyard is given to others. Yet look at the end of the extension, Jesus leaves us with a delightful puzzle – is it the vines or the tenants who ‘produce the proper fruits?’


A few more Questions
Is this the answer that you would expect?
What is the difference between God’s answer and the answer of Jesus’ listeners?

What is your answer to Jesus’ puzzle? Is the fruit about vines or about people? Look at these bits of Matthew to help your answer -

· Matthew 7: 17

· Matthew 7: 18

· Matthew 7: 19

· Matthew 12: 33

· Matthew 13: 22

· Matthew 13: 23

Some things to do
The notes for the reading mention an allegory. One way of understanding the story is to see it as a illustration of the history of the Old Testament through which a long line of prophets and Kings were sent by God to bring the people ‘salvation’ and in the end God had to send Jesus who was put to death. Try and create an allegorical story of your own. There are a number of famous allegorical stories built around the life of Jesus, the most famous being CS Lewis ‘The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe.’
____________________________
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