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The Bible in Worship: Saints/Remembrance in Matthew

Throughout the brief season we look at a number of different ‘pictures’ of servants from the Bible – from both the New and Old Testaments.  
As in other seasons do feel free to use ‘Children’s Bible’ versions of these stories if you feel that these are more appropriate. We have given some online links to further information; this should not stop pupils from using books or other reference material if finding out about saints.
The Laying the Table sections relate to four different saints. Each week, you should add a symbol (or symbols) appropriate to the saint so that over the 4 weeks the table becomes a collection of saint symbols. We have chosen four saints who have some interesting stories attached to them. However, these saints are only suggestions, you may, of course, choose others if you wish. While the saints in this material are Christian servants it might be appropriate to include saints from other faiths.
This season includes a short extra section on Remembrance itself. This section is based around the Beatitudes which we met in week 2 of the Harvest Season. You may imply use the prayers as they stand, or you may wish to create prayers of your own from the Beatitudes.
Some music that might be suitable for this season might be some of the famous marches such as Walton’s Crown Imperial, or Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance Marches (There are several of them, No. 1 includes the tune known as ‘Land of Hope and Glory’). These might stimulate conversations about music that is suitable for a King – or Queen – Kings forming a significant element in some of the readings. 
	Week 1: The Greatest Commandment Matthew 22: 34-40 (Mk 12.28-34; Lk 10.25-28)

	Bible Reading:  
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they came together, and one of them, a teacher of the Law, tried to trap him with a question.  

“Teacher,” he asked, “which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

Jesus answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  

This is the greatest and the most important commandment. The second most important commandment is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as you love yourself.’  

The whole Law of Moses and the teachings of the prophets depend on these two commandments.”
	Notes

The gospels show us a number of times when Jesus upset the authorities. Here he has ‘silenced’ one group, the Sadducees. The Pharisees pick up the challenge and try to test Jesus. They ask the same question that is found in Luke before the story of the Good Samaritan. Matthew makes Jesus answer the question though Luke makes the teacher of the law give the answer. It is the answer that is critical, and answer that was well known to Jesus and the authorities whether they were Pharisees or Sadducees



Themes
Friendship: We have a range of kinds of friends. Some we see a lot and others less often. Neighbours can be friends as well, of course! We have best friends and ‘ordinary’ friends, we have old friends and new friends, distant friends and close friends. Despite the differences all of the kinds of friends share in our love. 
Reverence: We often speak of loving our neighbours, not so often do we think about loving God. These words come in the first 3 gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) and the love for God is always mentioned. This makes the proper context for all our love; we show our love while we keep the proper reverence for God. It is the love of God that shows us what love really is, our love for each other should always try to emulate the ever-serving love of God as seen in the life of Jesus.
Questions:

How often are our friends also our neighbours? Is there a difference between a friend and a neighbour? What might that difference be?
There are many ways to show love for each other - How do we show love for God? 
What does the reading mean by the words ‘with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind’?
Should we love our friends differently if they are different kinds of friends? 
Laying the table

We start our Saints collection with St Bridgid (1st February). There are many stories of St Brigid which can be found in books or on Wikipedia. One of the special things about Brigid is the St Brigid cross, you could include these in the focus table. You can make a single example or have the children make them. There are some tutorials here: 

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/roi-t-129-how-to-make-a-saint-brigids-cross
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1xZM0alikw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh7lwTadb2Y 

There are many more on YouTube!

	Week 1:  The Greatest Commandment

	Reflection

Light a candle, or perhaps use a video such as:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ynaEHayaSo 

St Brigid is also known as St Bride and there is a story that for years there was a flame burning in Kildare in Ireland, St Bride’s flame.
Let us quietly watch the flame for a while…
As we watch the flame what do we see? 
What images can we see in the flickering?
What do you feel while you are watching?


	Prayer

Lord of Light,

We thank you for the gift of flame, the gift of light, the gift of warmth.

Guide us, we pray, to be lights in the world like the saints of times gone by whose stories help us to understand the love of God in the world. Help us to follow the saints and make stories of our own which help others to see the love of God.  

Amen


	Week 1: Extension Galatians 5: 13 – 15

	As for you, my brothers and sisters, you were called to be free … let love make you serve one another. For the whole Law is summed up in one commandment: “Love your neighbour as you love yourself.” But if you act like wild animals, hurting and harming each other, then watch out, or you will completely destroy one another.
	These words are from Paul’s letter to Christians in Galatia. Paul takes the words of Jesus about love and through them shows how, through service, people are seen to be distinct from animals. This has some echoes of the ideas in Genesis where people are made stewards over creation.



A few more Questions: 
Here Paul uses Jesus’ words about loving our neighbours but does not use the words about loving God. Does this matter? Why do you think that Paul has done this?
When Paul writes ‘let love make you serve one another’ what sort of service do you think that he means?

Some things to do
What more can you find out about Brigid, besides her crosses and her flame?
http://www.stbrigid.ie/story-of-st-brigid.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brigid_of_Kildare#Religious_life 
__________________________________________

	Week 2: The Wise Servant Matthew 24: 45 - 50

	Bible Reading
“Who, then, is a faithful and wise servant? It is the one that his master has placed in charge of the other servants to give them their food at the proper time. How happy that servant is if his master finds him doing this when he comes home! Indeed, I tell you, the master will put that servant in charge of all his property. But if he is a bad servant, he will tell himself that his master will not come back for a long time, and he will begin to beat his fellow-servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. Then that servant's master will come back one day when the servant does not expect him and at a time he does not know.
	Notes
This passage is almost a parable! It is not quite a story but there is still much to make us think and like many of the parables there is a twist at the end. 

This reading is all based around the idea of service. This service is something which requires wisdom and faithfulness – the servant learns to understand and have the same expectations as the master. This is contrasted with the behaviour of the bad servant who also has expectations though these are not those of the master – they are selfish expectations.



Themes
Service: The reading shows us the essential thing about service which is to have a very good understanding of what is expected. Service does not just mean ‘doing what you are told’, but thinking about what is expected of our service, showing wisdom and being faithful to the example of those whom we serve. Many people serve communities, these communities often have values which are used to create the example for our service. In the Christian faith these values are captured in the person of Jesus.
Wisdom: Wisdom is often found by taking care to understand the best way to act in a situation. This means that we need to think carefully before we do things. Sometimes this will not only mean taking time but also learning and researching so that the way that we choose to act will be well informed and the best choice that we can make. 
 Questions:

How did the wise servant know what to do? 
Why do you think that Jesus makes the return of the master a surprise?

In the story, the wise servant is happy to do the right thing. Does doing right things make us happy?

What is it exactly that makes the bad servant, bad?

What does faithful mean? Can you be an unfaithful servant and still be a good servant?

Laying the table

St Nicholas (6th December): when we think about the stories of St Nicholas, a couple of symbols stand out – 3 purses of gold and a ship. Find out more here:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Nicholas#Miracles_and_other_stories 

The 3 purses of gold that were given to the poor girls make a good symbol. There is a tradition that the 3 balls used by pawnbrokers are a version of this symbol. St Nicholas is also the patron saint of sailors so perhaps a boat or ship is appropriate.  And, of course St Nicholas is Santa Claus …
	Week 2: The Wise Servant

	Reflection

Let’s wonder … 

How did the saints make the choices that they did?

Read one of the versions of the story of St Nicholas and the 3 poor girls

Why did Nicholas choose to give money to the poor girls? 
If you had known the poor girls, what would you have chosen to do? Why would you make this choice?
How do you feel when you give a gift?


	Prayer

Lord of our choices,
You have shown us how to make good choices through the stories and example of Jesus. Help us to learn the stories and follow the example Jesus has given us so that we can help others to make good choices for themselves.
Amen


	Week 2: Extension - The Servant Isaiah 49: 5 - 6

	A bit more from the Bible:  
Before I was born, the Lord appointed me;

he made me his servant to bring back his people,

to bring back the scattered people of Israel.

The Lord gives me honour;

he is the source of my strength.

The Lord said to me,

“I have a greater task for you, my servant.

Not only will you restore to greatness

the people of Israel who have survived,

but I will also make you a light to the nations —

so that all the world may be saved.”
	Notes
These words of Isaiah are part of what is known as a servant song, there are normally reckoned to be 4 of these in Isaiah. The ‘servant’ in this part is the person who will bring everyone back together. The song is written about the Jewish people who had been sent into exile following war and conflict.
Yet the simple gathering of the people is not only what God has in mind. There is more to come, the servant will be an example to others, a light to the nations. This is the way that God intends all of the world to be brought back together, the original intention of Creation fulfilled.


A few more Questions
Do you think that the servant in this reading is Jesus? If so why?

Might the servant be someone else?
Some things to do
See if you can find out a bit more about the servant songs of Isaiah:
look at Isaiah chapters 42, 49, 50, 52&53 as a start.
You might also like to find out some more about St Nicholas!
_________________________________________
	Week 3: The Kingdom Matthew 25: 14 - 27

	Bible Reading  
“… the Kingdom of heaven will be like this. Once there was a man who was about to go on a journey; he called his servants and put them in charge of his property. He gave to each one according to his ability: to one he gave five thousand gold coins, to another he gave two thousand, and to another he gave one thousand. Then he left on his journey. The servant who had received five thousand coins went at once and invested his money and earned another five thousand. In the same way the servant who had received two thousand coins earned another two thousand. But the servant who had received one thousand coins went off, dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master's money.

“After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them. The servant who had received five thousand coins came in and handed over the other five thousand. ‘You gave me five thousand coins, sir,’ he said. ‘Look! Here are another five thousand that I have earned.’ ‘Well done, you good and faithful servant!’ said his master. ‘You have been faithful in managing small amounts, so I will put you in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share my happiness!’

“Then the servant who had been given two thousand coins came in and said, ‘You gave me two thousand coins, sir. Look! Here are another two thousand that I have earned.’ ‘Well done, you good and faithful servant!’ said his master. ‘You have been faithful in managing small amounts, so I will put you in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share my happiness!’
“Then the servant who had received one thousand coins came in and said, ‘Sir, I know you are a hard man; you reap harvests where you did not sow, and you gather crops where you did not scatter seed. I was afraid, so I went off and hid your money in the ground. Look! Here is what belongs to you.’

“ ‘You bad and lazy servant!’ his master said. ‘You knew, did you, that I reap harvests where I did not sow, and gather crops where I did not scatter seed? Well, then, you should have deposited my money in the bank, and I would have received it all back with interest when I returned. Now, take the money away from him and give it to the one who has ten thousand coins.
	Notes
This is a famous Bible story which has been understood in various ways. We can make too much of trying to draw exact parallels between our behaviour and the things that the servants did. Think about the story as a whole. It begins with the Kingdom of heaven. The responses of the servants are illustrations of the way in which people might be stewards of the gifts that they have been given. 
We need to think about the way that the master behaves as well as the way that the servants behave. Notice that the master stays away for a long time. When the master returns he invites the good servants to share what is his. This picture of the master is not quite in line with what the third servant says about him, ‘I know you are a hard man’.
The story ends with the money being taken away from the third servant. It can be quite difficult to understand that something should be taken away when we like to think of God as always a giver. However, we should remember that this is a picture to help us think about servanthood. It may give us a glimpse of God too – but that is only a partial glimpse.




Themes
Justice: We sometimes think of justice as ‘getting what we deserve’ or ‘what we earned’. The story in our reading tells of servants getting what they deserve, the last servant ending up with nothing. Whenever we think of deserving or earning, someone has to make a decision about what is deserved or how much is earned. Think about what people earn today, do people deserve what they earn? Do some people deserve more than they earn? Do some people earn more than they deserve?
Service: To be a servant is to know what it is that is expected, to know the things that the master (or mistress) might want. There are a range of different ways of serving, think of those who serve in hospitals, in the police, the fire service, schools or the armed forces. In the same way that each of these has different expectations so each service attracts different kinds of servant.
 Questions:

In which service (Police, Health, Fire etc.) would you like to be a servant, if you had the choice? Why?
What did the third servant in the reading do wrong? Was it the action of burying the money or the attitude of disrespect for the master?

Do you think that the third servant was right, and that master was a hard, unfair man? Why do you think this?
What do you think that Jesus was trying to teach through this difficult story?

Do you think that the first two servants did what they did with their money to please the master, or did they do it because they knew (or hoped) that they would be rewarded?
	Week 3: The Kingdom

	Reflection

For a moment let us be still and think about things that we have to do…

Do you like having jobs and responsibilities? Why?

How does it make you feel when you do your jobs well?  
Do you ever do extra jobs or take on extra responsibilities? What do you feel if you do something extra? 
Do you expect a special reward or is it enough just to know that you have done a good Job?
	Prayer

Father God,

We think of everyone who has a job to do. We remember the responsibilities we have and the respect that we should give to people who are working on our behalf. 

Give us the strength, we pray, to always do the very best that we can to do the things that we have been given to do.

Amen 


Laying the table

St Patrick: (17th March): the patron saint of Ireland, you can find out more about Patrick here
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/patrick_1.shtml   
http://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/legend-of-saint-patrick.html 

You might choose a shamrock for a symbol – you will have to make your own large shamrock symbol, a real one would be much too tiny.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
	Week 3: The Future Servant Ezekiel 37: 24-26

	A bit more from the Bible:  
A king like my servant David will be their king. They will all be united under one ruler and will obey my laws faithfully. They will live on the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the land where their ancestors lived. They will live there for ever, and so will their children and all their descendants. A king like my servant David will rule over them for ever. I will make a covenant with them that guarantees their security for ever.
	Notes
Ezekiel was a prophet in some very turbulent times of the Old Testament. Here he speaks of servants, David and Jacob. These were ‘heroes’ of ancient Israel, people who were good stewards of what God had given.



A few more Questions:
What do you think is meant by ‘A king like my servant David…’ .

This reading is a form of promise – do you think that it has been fulfilled (come true)?

What does ‘covenant’ mean? Can you find out?
Some things to do
See if you can find out more about St Patrick
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/patrick_1.shtml 
http://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/legend-of-saint-patrick.html 
http://www.confessio.ie/etexts/confessio_english#01 

The legends of St Patrick mention him using a shamrock to illustrate the Holy Trinity – is this a good way to think about the Trinity? Why? Why not?
_____________________________________________
	Week 4:  Compassion in the Kingdom Matthew 35: 31-40

	Bible Reading
“When the Son of Man comes as King and all the angels with him, he will sit on his royal throne, and the people of all the nations will be gathered before him. Then he will divide them into two groups, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the righteous people on his right and the others on his left. Then the King will say to the people on his right, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father! Come and possess the kingdom which has been prepared for you ever since the creation of the world. I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your homes, naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you visited me.’

“The righteous will then answer him, ‘When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? When did we ever see you a stranger and welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you? When did we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘I tell you, whenever you did this for one of the least important of these members of my family, you did it for me!’


	Notes

This parable is, perhaps, the ultimate vision of the kingdom given to us by Jesus. The kingdom is given to the ‘righteous’ - note here the link with the beatitudes, ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness…’
However, it is important to notice that the king of this kingdom is not looking for any special kind of righteousness – the examples are simple and practical, feeding the hungry, caring for the sick …

The impact of the closing paragraph cannot be underestimated – righteousness is not about following religious rules, or other conventions; righteousness is in showing compassion in any circumstance.


Themes
Compassion: Of all the parables, this one brings us most starkly face to face with the demand to show compassion.  The image is very striking, the examples that Jesus gives are not easy, yet the expectation is very clear - we are all to be bringers of God’s compassion wherever it is needed. The examples in the parable are only some of the ways of showing compassion. There are a multitude of ways to do this in our modern world – you might like to explore some of the varieties of charity and volunteer service in your local area and/or church.
Hope: The idea of hope is essential in Christianity, as it is in many other religions. This parable brings us to an end point of Christian hope – coming to the promised kingdom. And the parable tells us that it is the righteous who will ‘possess’ the kingdom. A striking part of the parable is that the righteous are surprised by their reward – the acts of compassion were not done out of a wish for gain. 
Koinonia: The compassion shown by the righteous in the parable is to be a constant part of the kingdom. It is part of the hope of Christianity that the kingdom of God will be a community which shares the values sown in the parable but is also a kingdom in which everyone serves each other in the way that the king expects them to. This is what we mean when we say, ‘your kingdom come’ in the Lord’s prayer.
Questions:

What is this parable trying to teach us about God?
What is the parable trying to teach us about ourselves?

Is it always easy to show care and compassion to everyone who needs it?

Is it good to care for people?

What are the varieties of charity and volunteer service in your local area and/or church?
	Week 4: Compassion in the Kingdom

	Reflection

Where do we find compassion? 
Do we find compassion in our school?
Do we find compassion amongst our friends?
Do we find compassion in our teams?

Pause to allow children’s responses 
Let’s wonder…

Do we find compassion in ourselves?
	Prayer

Lord of good things,
Thank you for the many people who show compassion in our world, for nurses, doctors, teachers, carers and the many people who tend to the needs of others. 
Help us to find our own way of showing compassion and care so that the king of the parable might say to us, ‘Come, you that are blessed’.
Amen


Laying the table
St Frideswide: The final Saint poses a challenge. Frideswide, as you may know, is the Patron Saint of Oxford and is commemorated in Christchurch Cathedral – see if you can find out more about her here.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/oxford/hi/people_and_places/history/newsid_8403000/8403977.stm 
Or you could read Jackie Holderness’ book ‘The Princess who hid in a Tree’. 
When you have read the story decide what would you choose to be a symbol for St Frideswide.
	Week 4: Extension  Isaiah 16: 4-5

	A bit more from the Bible 
Oppression and destruction will end, and those who are devastating the country will be gone. Then one of David's descendants will be king, and he will rule the people with faithfulness and love. He will be quick to do what is right, and he will see that justice is done.
	Notes
A very short reading – this is not about servants however - it is about a king, a descendant of David. Some of the features of the king are listed here, notice that one of them is justice.


A few more Questions
How does a king know what is just?
Does a king rule alone? Who helps a King?
Could the descendant of David have been a Queen? Why? Why not?

Some things to do
This parable has a second part, older pupils might like to look at the second part Matthew 25: 41-46.
When you have read this, consider what questions it makes you think of. Do you think that the story it tells is a story of justice?
_______________________________________________
Prayers of Remembrance

These prayers are built around the Beatitudes and can be used in an act of remembrance. They are intended to be read in sequence with everyone joining in with the bold parts. To be most effective short silences should be used – experiment with the best places to put these silences. People often find that a regular pattern works best, random silences can be rather disconcerting.

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

We remember the poor

We remember the lost and the sad

We remember those who have no friends

God of blessings

Guide and lead us to be good and trusted friends

Guide us to work to bring wealth into poverty
Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn
We remember the people who are sick

We remember the families of people who have died

We remember the many who are caught up in wars
We remember everyone who has given their life to save others

God of blessings
Lead us to work to bring help, food and medicine to all who are in need
Lead us to work to give help to everyone who has lost loved ones in conflict and service of others

Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they will be comforted
Blessed are the meek
We remember the need to be humble
We remember what our gifts are and how to use them wisely
We remember to honour the gifts of others and celebrate what they offer

God of blessings
Show us how best to offer our talents to the service of God and each other

Show us how to learn our best, play our best and love our best

Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the earth
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
We remember what we learn

We remember what is right and what is wrong

We remember the difference between good and bad

God of blessings
Guide us to learn all we can so that we can make the world a better place

Guide us to want to learn more and more

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled
Blessed are the merciful
We remember everyone who has shown mercy 
We remember everyone who forgives

God of blessings
Give us the strength to be merciful ourselves

Give us the strength to be always forgiving

Blessed are the merciful, 

for they will receive mercy
Blessed are the pure in heart
We remember everyone who seeks for what is good

We remember everyone who strives to be the best that they can be
We remember the courage of everyone who seeks to be pure
God of blessings
Show us what is good in everyone we meet
Show us what is pure in our world

Show us the way to fill our hearts with goodness 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God
Blessed are the peacemakers
We remember everyone who works for peace

We remember those who came before us in history
We remember that peace is a gift of wholeness 

God of blessings
Show us how to become people who work for peace
Lead us as we work for peace in our world

Help us always to remember to give thanks for peace that is a gift of God

Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God
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