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The Bible in Worship: Advent in Matthew

Holy Week: Readings and reflections from Matthew’s Gospel
1) Prayers in the dark:

In this story we are invited to pray with Jesus as he faces his greatest challenge.

Jesus went with his disciples to Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee. Grief and anguish came over him, and he said to them, “The sorrow in my heart is so great that it almost crushes me. Stay here and keep watch with me.”

He went a little farther on … and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, take this cup of suffering from me! Yet not what I want, but what you want.”

Then he returned to the three disciples and found them asleep; and he said to Peter, “How is it that you three were not able to keep watch with me even for one hour? Keep watch and pray … The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

Once more Jesus went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cup of suffering cannot be taken away unless I drink it, your will be done.” He returned once more and found the disciples asleep; they could not keep their eyes open.

Again Jesus left them, went away, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. Then he returned to the disciples and said, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look! The hour has come for the Son of Man to be handed over to the power of sinners. Get up, let us go. Look, here is the man who is betraying me!”

Reflection:

Let us wonder for a moment –

Is it sometimes hard to pray?

What makes it hard to pray?

Why do you think that the disciples found it difficult to pray?

Prayer:

Lord of us all,

We all find some things hard to do 

when we are learning and when we are playing.

Help us to find strength in our prayers 

and our friends so that,

however difficult things might be,

we will persevere in the challenges we face.

Amen

2) Jesus is arrested

We find ourselves in the crowd with Peter when everyone else has run away.

Jesus was still speaking when Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs and sent by the chief priests and the elders…

Then they came up, arrested Jesus, and held him tight…

… Jesus spoke to the crowd, “Did you have to come with swords and clubs to capture me, as though I were an outlaw? Every day I sat down and taught in the Temple, and you did not arrest me. But all this has happened in order to make what the prophets wrote in the Scriptures come true.”

Then all the disciples left him and ran away…

Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard when one of the High Priest's servant women came to him and said, “You, too, were with Jesus of Galilee.”

But he denied it in front of them all. “I don't know what you are talking about,” he answered, and went on out to the entrance of the courtyard. Another servant woman saw him and said to the men there, “He was with Jesus of Nazareth.”

Again Peter denied it and answered, “I swear that I don't know that man!”

After a little while the men standing there came to Peter. “Of course you are one of them,” they said. “After all, the way you speak gives you away!”

Then Peter said, “I swear that I am telling the truth! May God punish me if I am not! I do not know that man!”

Just then a cock crowed, and Peter remembered what Jesus had told him: “Before the cock crows, you will say three times that you do not know me.” He went out and wept bitterly.

Reflection:

Let us wonder, do we always tell the truth?

Why do we sometimes choose to not tell the truth?

Why do you think that Peter said that he didn’t know Jesus?

What would you say to Peter about what he said?
Is it ever right to not tell the truth?
Prayer:
God of truth

We know that it is important to be honest in all we say 
so that we can show trust to others and be trusted ourselves
We ask that you will make us strong 
so that we will be truthful at all times 

and be a good example to everyone we meet. 

Amen

3) The Death of Jesus

The saddest part of the gospel of Matthew, with some strange happenings.

Pilate's soldiers took Jesus into the governor's palace, they made a crown out of thorny branches and placed it on his head, and put a stick in his right hand; then they knelt before him and mocked him. “Long live the King of the Jews!” they said. … Then they led him out to crucify him.

At noon the whole country was covered with darkness, which lasted for three hours. At about three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud shout, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why did you abandon me?”

Jesus again gave a loud cry and breathed his last.

Then the curtain hanging in the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split apart, the graves broke open, and many of God's people who had died were raised to life. They left the graves, and after Jesus rose from death, they went into the Holy City, where many people saw them.

When the army officer and the soldiers with him who were watching Jesus saw the earthquake and everything else that happened, they were terrified and said, “He really was the Son of God!”

There were many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee and helped him. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the wife of Zebedee.

Reflection:
The death of Jesus is a terrible part of the story, it had some great effects, though some of them might seem very strange like broken rocks and people rising from graves.

It wasn’t just Jesus who rose from the dead!

Why do you think that these details are important?

What do you think that some of the details mean -

The cracked stones?

The tearing of the curtain in the temple?

An extra question:
Jesus was very lonely – how can we tell that this is so?

Prayer: 
Lord of comfort
We know that being alone can be a very difficult thing 

There are many people in our world who are alone,

Who do not have friends or families

Who do not have loved ones around them.

We ask you to comfort them 
and to help us to find ways in which we can help to comfort them too.
Amen

The Resurrection

The women disciples find that Jesus isn’t where they thought that he should be.

After the Sabbath, as Sunday morning was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. Suddenly there was a violent earthquake; an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled the stone away, and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes white as snow. The guards were so afraid that they trembled and became like dead men.

The angel spoke to the women. “You must not be afraid,” he said. “I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has been raised, just as he said. Come here and see the place where he was lying. Go quickly now, and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from death, and now he is going to Galilee ahead of you; there you will see him!’ Remember what I have told you.”

Reflection:
Let’s wonder for a moment:

Much of the story of the gospels is about men, such as the disciples. Why do you think that the section about the resurrection starts off with women?

How do you think that you would have felt if you had found the ‘empty’ tomb and an angel?

One last thought:

What difference do you think that the empty tomb and the words of the angel mean?

Prayer:
Lord God,

The resurrection of Jesus brought hope to the disciples.

Help us to find hope for ourselves
And find ways in which we can

Follow in the steps of Mary and

Bring hope to everyone who is in need or is afraid.
Amen
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