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The Bible in Worship: Harvest in Matthew

Matthew’s Gospel is the first book of the New Testament. It was not the first part of the New Testament to be written. A number of the New Testament letters (such as Romans and 1 Corinthians) would have been written before it and Mark’s Gospel is likely to have been the first of the gospels to be written. 
Our first season is that of Harvest. As in previous years the first week of the year is centred around new beginnings and forms something of an introduction to the later material. Matthew tends to talk of harvest in terms of the coming of the ‘kingdom’ (i.e. God’s will coming to fruition as in the Lord’s Prayer, ‘your will be done’ – see week 3) rather than simply gathering produce.
This harvest season does not have many stories in it but forms a story of its own. This is a story in which Jesus walks up a hill to speak to the crowds. This is the well-known ‘Sermon on the Mount’ (or at least part of it). So, we suggest that weeks 2,3,4, 5 and 6 are made part of a story which begins like this …
‘Once, a great crowd of people gathered around Jesus and his followers. Together they made their way to a hill and they made their way to the top. Jesus went a little ahead of everyone else until he was standing on the crest of the hill and could see everyone clearly. Then he began to speak …’
An important reading in this season is that in week 2 which is commonly known as The Beatitudes. We have not used the Good News Bible for this reading but the New Revised Standard Version which is a more traditional wording and closer to the Greek as it uses the term blessed. 
The season ends with a suggestion around which you can make a Harvest Festival – our Basket of Blessings

	Week 1:  The New Song Psalm 33

	Bible Reading:  

All you that are righteous,

shout for joy for what the Lord has done;

praise him, all you that obey him.

Give thanks to the Lord with harps,

sing to him with stringed instruments.

Sing a new song to him,

play the harp with skill, and shout for joy!

The words of the Lord are true

and all his works are dependable.

The Lord loves what is righteous and just;

his constant love fills the earth.

The Lord created the heavens by his command,

the sun, moon, and stars by his spoken word.

He gathered all the seas into one place;

he shut up the ocean depths in storerooms.

Worship the Lord, all the earth!

Honour him, all peoples of the world!

When he spoke, the world was created;

at his command everything appeared
	Notes

The Psalmist opens with a call for joy which is linked to a number of other things:
· Praise

· Obedience

· Thanks

The psalm goes on to tell how the joy and thanksgiving can be expressed or shared.
The opening is followed by three verses which celebrate the words of God. These show us three different things about God 

The first is about justice which is built on the constant love of God.
The second is about creation and the way in which the world is ordered. Notice that this includes the Word of God. This is something which points backwards to the Genesis story and looks forward to Jesus who is also known as the Word, famously in John 1:1

The third is about honour and the way in which we can see God in the world around us. It also reminds us that it is through worship that people show honour to God.


Themes
Creation: The creation forms an essential background to all Christian understandings of the world. The Psalms, Prophets, Gospels and other New Testament writings all mention creation. Even if you don’t accept the idea of a ‘created’ world, the world is still fascinating and astonishing as so many nature programmes on TV attest. It is still the case that our life depends on the harvest being sustained. We, still too often, see the disastrous effect of failed crops around the world. So, whatever we believe or think it is just as important to acknowledge the harvest now as it was 2000 years ago.
Thankfulness: There are many things to be thankful for but often we are stuck to think of a way of expressing thanks; do we buy a card? A plant? Chocolates? Sometimes it is even hard to say thank you. This psalm shows us the true way to express thanks – all the time and profusely. 
Trust: Trust is often built around being familiar with the way that people behave. We trust our friends because we know the way that they respond to us. Similarly, we earn trust by being consistent in our behaviour and responses to our friends. Christians trust God partly because they can see that God is consistent – perhaps most clearly seen in the return of the harvest each year.    
Questions:
Harvest usually happens towards the beginning of a new school year. Many exciting things will happen in the coming months. How does this make you feel?
Do you like new things? What sorts of new things do you like?

Why do you like new things?

What might be our responsibilities for the harvest if the world is created for everyone? 
	Week 1: The New Term 

	Reflection

For a moment let’s think about joy.
What things make us feel joyful?

What dates or days make us feel joyful?

Which people make us feel joyful?
For each of the questions encourage the children to share their ideas in pairs or groups. Gather all the ideas together to conclude the reflection.
	Prayer

Lord God,

Our world is made of many wonderful things and through them we can see truth and beauty.

As we grow and learn we ask you to give us wisdom and understanding to see the difference between truth and things which things are not true and by your spirit give us the strength to always follow the truth.
Amen


Laying the table

The creation is often restricted to the forms of life found on Earth. This Psalm draws our attention to the extent and majesty of the universe. So, make the table illustrate the planets and stars. You could include a globe and perhaps a solar system model. There could also be books and posters. If there is time it might be possible to create a PowerPoint presentation of the universe – there are plenty of photos of Space and heavenly bodies available on the internet.  
	Week 1: The New Term Psalm 78: 1 - 4

	A bit more from the Bible: 

Listen, my people, to my teaching,

and pay attention to what I say.

I am going to use wise sayings

and explain mysteries from the past,

things we have heard and known,

things that our ancestors told us.

We will not keep them from our children;

we will tell the next generation

about the Lord's power and his great deeds

and the wonderful things he has done.
	Notes

The Old Testament is quoted quite often in the gospels. Matthew uses a number of quotes including this one which is found in Matthew 13: 35 where the writer of the gospel tells the reader why Jesus told parables. A very important part of using psalms from the past is that the stories and actions of Jesus are understood as ‘fulfilling’ the expectations of the people. This is, however, a lovely thought for the beginning of term as it is a Psalm about learning and explaining and passing on our inherited knowledge – just what schools are for!


A few more Questions:
Does this Psalm have good advice about learning?
Does it contain good advice about teaching?

What might you want to tell your children? – when you are grown up!

Some things to do:
Use Bible software (or websites) to look up the word ‘always’ to see how the writers of the Old Testament saw some things as God’s trustworthy and consistent actions. 

Here are a few examples to get you started:

Ruth 2:20 - “May the Lord bless Boaz!” Naomi exclaimed. “The Lord always keeps his promises to the living and the dead.” 

1 Kings 3:6 - Solomon answered, “You always showed great love for my father David, your servant, and he was good, loyal, and honest in his relations with you. And you have continued to show him your great and constant love by giving him a son who today rules in his place.”
Psalm 10:14 - But you do see; you take notice of trouble and suffering and are always ready to help. The helpless commit themselves to you; you have always helped the needy.
__________________________________________

	Week 2: Blessings Matthew 5: 3-9

	Bible Reading  
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.


	Notes

These sayings are often known as the ‘Beatitudes’. This is a word meaning blessings which, as you can see is a very important word in each couplet.
Each of the sayings includes an instance of how people live or behave followed by a consequence. Verses 3 and 4 are about negative things, being spiritually poor or mourning the death of a friend or relative. 
From verse 5 on the sayings are based around positive values or behaviour.
Each of the consequences are in some way gifts from God but none of them are material rewards.

The second halves of the verses give us a very powerful picture of God as one who brings wholeness and comfort. It is very significant that the beatitudes end with the promise that by bringing peace we will become children. This does not mean so much ‘little people’ as members of the family, and importantly those who would inherit the kingdom.


Themes
Humility: The Beatitudes show us a set of very strong moral themes. A strong thread through them is the idea of humility. The couplets that do not mention humility give us some ideas of the properties of humility, for example, seeking righteousness is a mark of humility. 
Peace: One of the strongest themes in the Bible is that of peace and it is constantly found as a theme in the world today. We have peace rallies, a peace prize and more. It would seem that the concerns of today are not so far away from those of the time of Jesus!
Service: The idea of service is not just that Christians ‘do’ things, such as charity work or other good work but also do these things in a particular way; being ‘pure in heart’, showing humility and being merciful. This leads to the idea that for Christians it is important that things are done in a Christ-like way, a kind of service which is constantly self-giving.
 Questions:

How might you tell if someone is ‘pure in heart’?
What could you do to help people who are ‘poor of spirit’?

Do you know what ‘meek’ means? If you don’t, then find out – why do you think that Jesus uses this word? 

What do you think that Jesus is trying to do by saying these blessings?
	Week 2: Blessings

	Reflection

I wonder, what is a blessing?
Blessings are not things that we earn or deserve, blessings are given to us and make us feel better or more confident.
What sorts of things happen that make you feel good or better?
Are there some people who make you feel good or happy?

Do people feel good because of you? Is this because of who you are or because of what you do?


	Prayer

Father God,

Jesus spoke of blessings that will come to many different people. We pray that these blessings will flow to everyone we know.
Help us to work so that we can bring blessings to people that we know and meet so that we can follow the example given to us by Jesus.

 Amen


Laying the table

Using the themes of the Beatitudes make up a focus table which illustrates examples of people who are:
· poor in spirit

· mourning,

· meek,

· hungering and thirsting for righteousness,

· merciful

· pure in heart

· peacemakers
A good way to do this might be to think about characters from films, it is difficult, for example, to illustrate meekness from a simple picture – we have to know something of the person’s personality as well.
	Week 2: The last of the Beatitudes… Matthew 5: 10-12

	A bit more from the Bible  

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.


	Notes
These are the last of the Beatitudes and are more difficult. The reference to persecution is not a modern way of thinking but it is the case that for many years people have been criticised and abused for what they believe. In these verses, Jesus is saying that being resolute in faith is important, even in the face of persecution.  Notice that verse 10 does not require any particular belief. In verses 11 and 12 Jesus does refer to himself. 


A few more Questions:
How do you feel if people criticise what you believe? 

Is it only religious beliefs that people can be persecuted for? Find out about some of the things that people are persecuted for?
Jesus says that blessings will come to people who are persecuted but does he say that people should seek to be persecuted?

 Some things to do

Look at some other translations of the Bible like the Authorised (King James) Version, The Good News Bible and The Message – what do the Beatitudes look like in this version? Which words are different, which are the same?
Another word for meek might be humble. One of the ways to understand humility is to think about the seemingly small contributions that people can make that have a big effect on those who receive them. This is often how charities work. These are a couple of examples, 

https://practicalaction.org/food-and-agriculture 
www.shelterbox.org 

there are many, many more you can choose from.

________________________________________________
	Week 3: The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:6-13

	Bible Reading  

… when you pray, go to your room, close the door, and pray to your Father, who is unseen. And your Father, who sees what you do in private, will reward you.

“…Your Father already knows what you need before you ask him. This, then, is how you should pray:

‘Our Father in heaven:

May your holy name be honoured;

may your Kingdom come;

may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today the food we need. 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done,

as we forgive the wrongs that others have done to us.

Do not bring us to hard testing,

but keep us safe from the Evil One.’
	Notes

This reading is Matthew’s version of the Lord’s Prayer (Luke has a version too). Matthew’ puts praying into its proper place. This is personal or private prayer, the whole passage has an intimate, personal quality. Matthew takes care to emphasise this private aspect of prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer has become the most famous prayer of Christianity but notice that the words of Jesus here say that this is not so much what to pray but how to pray.
The prayer has several notable sections:
A recognition of respect for God and the Kingdom of God

A request (for food)

Asking for forgiveness and an acknowledgement of our role in forgiving others

And finally, a supplication that we will be kept safe. 


Themes
Forgiveness: The importance of forgiveness cannot be exaggerated in our relationships. We have to be able to forgive each other because no matter how much we try we all end up upsetting people or causing problems – we need forgiveness too. In our prayers and reflections we need to we need to acknowledge this, which is exactly what the Lord’s Prayer does for us. It shows us that forgiveness must be a central part of our prayers.
Reverence: Reverence forms the first part of the Lord’s Prayer, it is the context in which prayer should always take place. Showing reverence or respect is a very good way of building up relationships. Reverence tends to grow, if we show respect to others then people will respect us in return.  
Questions:

How do you think that God will reward those who pray ‘in private’? 
Which do you think is the most important line of the Lord’s Prayer? Why?
How does the Lord’s Prayer in Luke differ from the Lord’s prayer that you use?

Does it always happen that “…if we show respect to others then people will respect us in return.”? If this does not happen, why does it not happen?  
	Week 3: The Lord’s Prayer

	Reflection

I wonder. 

What is prayer?

Do you pray? 

Why do you pray?
How do you feel when you pray?

How do you feel when you are with others who are praying?
Does it matter which prayers you or others say; Muslim or Christian or Sikh or …? 

In a moment of quiet let’s all say a prayer of our own – about anything we think is important.
	Prayer

Our Father,

Be with us as we think of the good things that we have been given, the world we live in and the food that we eat.

Help us to remember that we can give good things too. Give us the strength to always try to bring the best we can to everyone we know.
Amen


Laying the table
Gather a collection of famous prayers – there are many examples from the history of Christianity in books and on the internet, there is a collection on the ODBE worship pages which might get you started. Two prayers are included in the extension. You may wish to include prayers from other faiths too. If you made a display of prayers how would you arrange it?
	Week 3: Extension

	A Prayer and a saying:  

A Celtic Prayer

May the road rise to meet you,

May the wind be always at your back,

May the sun shine warm upon your face,

The rains fall soft upon your fields and

Until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of his hand.
A saying of St Teresa of Avila

Christ has no body now, but yours.

No hands, no feet on earth, but yours.

Yours are the eyes through which he looks

With compassion on this world.
	Notes

The Celtic prayer is a very beautiful example which links together faith in God with the natural world. This prayer is often referred to as a Celtic Blessing, yet the word blessing does not occur anywhere in the prayer. The reason that it is known as a blessing is that the words ask for good things to come to you. Notice that all the things are images which lead to God’s care and even this is put in familiar, natural terms.
The words from St Teresa are quite striking, they are not exactly a prayer but leave us in no doubt about how Christians understand that they should do to fulfil the task that Jesus Christ mas given them to do in the world.


A few more Questions
When do you think that someone might use the Celtic prayer? Is it a prayer best used at a specific time?
Think about the words from St Teresa. If ours are the eyes of Christ’s compassion, then what do you think that we are expected to do with our hands and our feet?
Some things to do

Have a go at writing some blessings of your own – you can use the words of St Theresa and the Beatitudes as a starting point. You might like to think of a blessing for a special time such as the start of a journey, when people go on holiday, the gathering of harvest … or perhaps the beginning of the school year!
You could keep these to help in the final section.

___________________________________________________
	Week 4: Why Worry? Matthew 6: 25-33 (Lk 16.13; 12.22-31)

	Bible Reading

“This is why I tell you not to be worried about the food and drink you need in order to stay alive, or about clothes for your body. After all, isn't life worth more than food? And isn't the body worth more than clothes? Look at the birds: they do not sow seeds, gather a harvest and put it in barns; yet your Father in heaven takes care of them! Aren't you worth much more than birds? Can any of you live a bit longer by worrying about it?

“And why worry about clothes? Look how the wild flowers grow: they do not work or make clothes for themselves. But I tell you that not even King Solomon with all his wealth had clothes as beautiful as one of these flowers. It is God who clothes the wild grass — grass that is here today and gone tomorrow, burnt up in the oven. Won't he be all the more sure to clothe you? How little faith you have!

“So do not start worrying: ‘Where will my food come from? or my drink? or my clothes?’ … Your Father in heaven knows that you need all these things. Instead, be concerned above everything else with the Kingdom of God and with what he requires of you, and he will provide you with all these other things. 
	Notes
These are quite comforting words from Jesus. They show us the value of ourselves and the value that we have as part of the creation. The images are very vivid and clearly indicate the importance of the created world. We are compared to birds and to flowers.  Jesus then asks some questions that might not be answered in the same way today as they were 2000 years ago. We might now say that birds are at least worth as much as people. But Jesus is using a rhetorical question, he is expecting that the answer would be that a person is worth more than a bird. This is explored further in the questions below. The picture builds up with thoughts about clothes and the beauty of flowers, Solomon was King of Israel around the years 970 – 930 BCE was well known for wealth and splendour. However, Jesus is not giving a history lesson he is talking about the importance of faith in our lives and God’s care for the needs of everyone.


Themes
Trust: It can appear to be simple to trust people. But our trust has to be based on something. Earlier in this season we saw that being consistent is a way to show trust, this reading seems to be saying that the abundance of creation is also a reason to trust God. 
Koinonia: One of the centres of a community is trust. It is through trust that many of our social activities work. For example, we trust drivers to follow the rules of the road, we trust the promise on bank notes. Think about your school rules and values and think about how much they rely on trust.
Questions:

Do you think that people are worth more than birds? Why? Why not?
Why do you think that Jesus uses so many pictures from nature when he speaks to people?

Do you think that life is worth more than food? Can you have one without the other?

What do you think that the gospel is trying to say to us with these vivid pictures? 

Does the abundance of ‘glory’ seen in birds and flowers make us trust God’s promises more?

Where do we find trust in our schools? 

	Week 4: Why Worry?

	Reflection

Let’s wonder together:
What do you think is the most beautiful thing in nature?

Encourage the children to discuss with partners then gather ideas from the group.
Does everyone think the same thing?
For a moment choose one of the things that someone else chose and think about why they might have chosen this.


	Prayer

Our Lord,

Thank you for the world that you have given us for the beauty and wonder that is all around us. 
Help us to see beauty in our friends and other people we know and help us to be as beautiful as we can be so that people will see beauty in us.
Amen


Laying the table

Use this as an opportunity to bring the reading’s nature pictures to life. Gather images pictures or models of flowers, and birds – or make your own pictures and models. You could add some human figures to the table too – if you like…
	Week 4: Why Worry? 1 Kings 10: 14-25 (2 Chronicles 9:13-28)

	A bit more from the Bible:  

Every year King Solomon received almost 23,000 kilogrammes of gold in addition to the taxes paid by merchants, the profits from trade, and tribute paid by the Arabian kings and the governors of the Israelite districts.

Solomon made 200 large shields, and had each one overlaid with almost 7 kilogrammes of gold. He also made 300 smaller shields, overlaying each one of them with almost 2 kilogrammes of gold. He had all these shields placed in the Hall of the Forest of Lebanon.

He also had a large throne made. Part of it was covered with ivory and the rest of it was covered with the finest gold. The throne had six steps leading up to it, with the figure of a lion at each end of every step, a total of twelve lions. At the back of the throne was the figure of a bull's head, and beside each of the two arms was the figure of a lion. No throne like this had ever existed in any other kingdom.

All of Solomon's drinking cups were made of gold, and all the utensils in the Hall of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold. No silver was used, since it was not considered valuable in Solomon's day. He had a fleet of ocean-going ships sailing with Hiram's fleet. Every three years his fleet would return, bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and monkeys.

King Solomon was richer and wiser than any other king, and the whole world wanted to come and listen to the wisdom that God had given him. Everyone who came brought him a gift — articles of silver and gold, robes, weapons, spices, horses, and mules. This continued year after year.
	Notes

Solomon was the son of King David (the one who beat Goliath) and ruled over Israel for about 40 years from about 990 BCE (remember to count backwards to find out when his reign ended). This passage gives an account of the wealth and splendour of Solomon.
This passage shows where Solomon’s wealth came from – taxes, tributes and trade. This is an indication of the extent of the empire that Solomon had built up and shows us that there are many things that are still the same in today’s world!
The description here is mostly about the wealth of Solomon as a king – it is not quite the same as using his own money. However, one of the features of ancient kingship was the gathering of wealth to show power and strength. 


A few more Questions
Now that you have read about Solomon’s wealth – do you think that flowers are more splendid than Solomon was? 
Do you think that Solomon needed all this wealth? What do you think that he used the wealth for?
Are taxes meant to be used to make kings and queens more wealthy? What are taxes for? 
Some things to do
Look in a Bible at 2 Chronicles 9: 13-28 which gives a very similar account of Solomon’s wealth. Chronicles and Kings both tell the story of Solomon (as well as some other kings). Why do you think that there are two books that tell the same story in the Bible? Where else does this happen in the Bible?
_________________________________________
	Week 5: Two Parables Matthew 13: 31 – 35 (Mk 4.30-32; Lk 13.18-19) (Lk 13.20-21)

	Bible Reading
The Parable of the Mustard Seed

Jesus told them another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man takes a mustard seed and sows it in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it grows up, it is the biggest of all plants. It becomes a tree, so that birds come and make their nests in its branches.”
The Parable of the Yeast

Jesus told them still another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A woman takes some yeast and mixes it with forty litres of flour until the whole batch of dough rises.”

Jesus used parables to tell all these things to the crowds; he would not say a thing to them without using a parable. He did this to make what the prophet had said come true:

“I will use parables when I speak to them;

I will tell them things unknown since the creation of the world.”
	Notes
Here we have two tiny parables, both of them about the kingdom of God. The idea of kingdom is very strong in the gospel, we have seen it already in the Lord’s prayer. The first parable has a simple message, the Kingdom grows from tiny beginnings into something which is unimaginable when just looking at the seed itself. (Note that this is not the ordinary mustard that we have in our salads.)
The second parable has a slightly different message. The yeast, like the mustard seed is tiny in comparison to the 40 litres of flour but here it does not just grow bigger, it grows so that it becomes part of and affects the whole batch of dough. Indeed, without the yeast there would be no dough at all. Taken together these two parables give us the picture of something starting very small and growing, not just big, but everywhere. 
This section ends with Matthew telling us why Jesus uses parables, to do this the Gospel quotes from Psalm 78 – just as we saw in week 1 (extension).


Themes
Service: These two parables tell us something of the kingdom of God. This kingdom grows and spreads through the way in which the members of the kingdom share the words of Jesus with others. One of the ways in which Christians share is to do things which help or show compassion to others. This service is sometimes seen as a way of telling people about the kingdom of God without using words. 
Wisdom: Wisdom is something that we find is rather like the kingdom described in these parables. Wisdom starts small and as we grow and learn more our wisdom grows. However, like the yeast in the dough needs to be fed (we add sugar to make a culture) so our wisdom must be fed. It only takes a little to start us off on the pathway of wisdom. If we are well nurtured at the beginning, then wisdom will fill our whole lives.
Questions:

What does a seed need to help it grow? 

Jesus used these parables to say something about the Kingdom of God. How would you describe the Kingdom of God?

Does the Kingdom grow like a mustard plant all by itself? What does it need to help it grow?

Do you think that these parables help us to understand what Jesus meant by the Kingdom of God?
	Week 5: Two Parables

	Reflection

Let’s pause for a moment and think about some questions;
What makes us wise?
How do we make our wisdom grow?

What do we need to help us?
How can we help others to grow their own wisdom?

For each of the questions allow the children to share and discuss with each other.


	Prayer

God of us all, 
Jesus spoke of the Kingdom of God growing from tiny beginnings like a mustard seed or a scrap of yeast. 

Help us, we pray, to make the most of the things that we begin at school and to help them grow. 

Amen


Laying the table

Use this opportunity to illustrate the parable of the mustard seed. It will take a bit of preparation, but you can make a powerful focus by making a collection of seedlings. Keep an example of each seed so that a comparison can be made between the seed and the seedling. 
	 Week 5: More Parables of the Kingdom Matthew 13: 44-45

	A bit more from the Bible:  

A parable of treasure
“The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man happens to find a treasure hidden in a field. He covers it up again, and is so happy that he goes and sells everything he has, and then goes back and buys that field.
A parable of a pearl

“Also, the Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man is looking for fine pearls, and when he finds one that is unusually fine, he goes and sells everything he has, and buys that pearl.
	Notes
Two more very short parables. These show a different side to the Kingdom of God to the parables in the first reading. In these we see the value of the Kingdom, it is something that is worth everything, something that we would give up anything for.   While the parables end in similar ways the finders of the treasure are quite different. The first one seems to come upon the treasure by accident and then guards the treasure. The second is seeking treasure and recognises the value of what he finds.


A few more Questions
If you were looking for the Kingdom of God what kind of seeker would you be? Would you be looking for it, or might you just come upon it by accident?
If you wanted to tell people the good things about the Kingdom of God how would you do it? Would you always use words? If you didn’t use words what would you use?
Some things to do
Make some bread – try using different amounts of yeast in the mix to see what happens, what happens if there is no yeast? Does this help us to understand the parable?
_________________________________________________
	Week 6: The Vineyard Matthew 20: 1-16 (Mt 19.30; Mk 10.31; Lk 13.30)

	Bible Reading  
“The Kingdom of heaven is like this. Once there was a man who went out early in the morning to hire some men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them the regular wage, a silver coin a day, and sent them to work in his vineyard. He went out again to the market place at nine o'clock and saw some men standing there doing nothing, so he told them, ‘You also go and work in the vineyard, and I will pay you a fair wage.’ So they went. Then at twelve o'clock and again at three o'clock he did the same thing. It was nearly five o'clock when he went to the market place and saw some other men still standing there. ‘Why are you wasting the whole day here doing nothing?’ he asked them. ‘No one hired us,’ they answered. ‘Well, then, you also go and work in the vineyard,’ he told them.

“When evening came, the owner told his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with those who were hired last and ending with those who were hired first.’ The men who had begun to work at five o'clock were paid a silver coin each. So when the men who were the first to be hired came to be paid, they thought they would get more; but they too were given a silver coin each. They took their money and started grumbling against the employer. ‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘while we put up with a whole day's work in the hot sun — yet you paid them the same as you paid us!’

“‘Listen, friend,’ the owner answered one of them, ‘I have not cheated you. After all, you agreed to do a day's work for one silver coin. Now take your pay and go home. I want to give this man who was hired last as much as I have given you. Don't I have the right to do as I wish with my own money? Or are you jealous because I am generous?’”
And Jesus concluded, “So those who are last will be first, and those who are first will be last.”
	Notes
This parable is another one which is concerned with the Kingdom. It is a long parable but is quite repetitive. Jesus builds up the picture of more and more workers being taken on at the vineyard. This also gives us some insight into working life in an agricultural society. This picture shows workers being hired in the market-place, something which happened on into the middle ages in villages across Europe. The cumulative structure of the story reminds us of some stories written for little children and might even be considered comic. The second part of the story is even more dramatic. Despite people working for very different amounts of time they all get paid the same.
This is a point at which the story reaches a climax, when some of the workers become indignant at the way they have been treated. The owner of the vineyard is not moved by the arguments of the workers who are upset. He merely points out that he is being generous. Jesus takes this further to give a dramatic closing line ‘those who are last will be first, and those who are first will be last’. This idea crops up in Matthew 19:30 and Luke 13:30.


Themes
Justice: Justice can look different from someone else’s point of view. Some of the people in the reading seemed to think that they had been treated unjustly. When we feel that we have been unjustly treated it is very easy to become very narrow minded and think only of ourselves. If we really wish to find justice, we need to take everybody’s views into account.
Humility: Being humble is an important part of being true to ourselves. We show humility when we know ourselves well enough to know what our work and our lives are worth. We must be very careful not to make comparisons with, or judge, others; it is our own humility that we need to be concerned with. 
Questions

Do you think that the owner of the vineyard behaved fairly?
How often does jealousy get in the way of fairness or justice?

What do you think that Jesus means by saying “… those who are last will be first, and those who are first will be last.”
Is the parable a good story for making the point that Jesus is trying to make?

We have talked a lot about the Kingdom of God over these weeks – what do you think that the Kingdom of God is?
	Week 6: The Vineyard

	Reflection

For a moment let’s think about the reading.
Imagine that you are a worker in the market and that the vineyard owner is there to take you on as a hired help.

You have just arrived in the early morning, you have hardly had to wait and you have a day’s work.

You have been waiting for a few hours and it is lunchtime and suddenly the owner of the vineyard is there and at last you have a job.
You have been waiting all day – there is just an hour left. Then just as you are about to give up and go home penniless from the day, you have a job.

How do you feel when the vineyard owner gives you a job? 
	Prayer

Dear Lord,

You gave us stories to help us to understand what the Kingdom of God is like.
Help us in our work and in our play to share all the good things that Jesus told us about the Kingdom like justice, goodness and kindness. Help the people we meet to see these things in our lives.
Amen


Laying the table

One of the ways of understanding the parable is that, to God everyone is equal. Find as many ways of showing equality you canb to include on the table. This could include, for example, a set of balanced scales, equal numbers, candles of equal height …
	Week 6: Extension Psalm 89

	A bit more from the Bible:  

1 O Lord, I will always sing of your constant love;

I will proclaim your faithfulness for ever.

2 I know that your love will last for all time,

that your faithfulness is as permanent as the sky.

3 You said, “I have made a covenant with the man I chose;

I have promised my servant David,

4 ‘A descendant of yours will always be king; 
I will preserve your dynasty for ever.’”
11 Heaven is yours, the earth also;

you made the world and everything in it.

14 Your kingdom is founded on righteousness and justice;

love and faithfulness are shown in all you do.

15 How happy are the people who worship you with songs,

who live in the light of your kindness!

16 Because of you they rejoice all day long,

and they praise you for your goodness.

17 You give us great victories;

in your love you make us triumphant.

18 You, O Lord, chose our protector;

you, the Holy God of Israel, gave us our king.


	Notes
This Psalm, probably written at the time of Solomon, picks out several important themes. In it we can see the way that some people understood the kingdom of God. In the Psalm we can see many of the themes we have seen before:
· Faithfulness

· Constant love

· Righteousness 

· Justice

All of these things are part of the Kingdom, but these are not the only things that we learn from the Bible about the Kingdom. 
One of the important things about the Bible is the way in which themes like those above are often linked to worship. 
This intertwining of values and ideas about God (theology) is an essential way in which Christians help their faith to grow.


A few more Questions
We noted these things as being part of the Kingdom of God: Faithfulness, Constant love, Righteousness, Justice. Is there more to the Kingdom than these things? What are they?
Some things to do
Try and find some examples of different ways of worshipping, there are a number on Youube. Which sort of worship do you like best?
________________________________________
A Basket of Blessings 
Using the following materials, you can create a harvest festival for your school. 

To begin with there is a collection of ideas you can use to make your own blessings from the themes of the Beatitudes. 

These blessings are then used in the festival outline between readings of the individual Beatitudes.

Ideas to make blessings from the Beatitudes
This simple activity will help you to create the blessings that you will need to use in the Basket of Blessings festival.

Some ideas are given after each Beatitude along with a sample blessing – in some cases two.
1: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

This blessing can encompass all of the aspects of being poor. Think about all the different ways of being poor and how this can lead to people feeling weak and helpless – being poor in spirit. 

At harvest time we can work to bring all the good things that we have to those in need.  

Think about for the good things of the Kingdom of Heaven that we have met in this season.

· Faithfulness

· Constant love

· Righteousness 

· Justice
You might also like to add some more ideas about the Kingdom, you can find some more in Matthew’s Gospel
Example:

Bless us with faithfulness in all of our work
Bless us with constant love for everyone we know

Bless us with righteousness in all the choices we make
Bless us with justice in all that we do

2: Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

To create our blessings think about people who have lost their friends or family through war or illness. Remember too to include those who have died from natural causes and old age – this can be quite devastating for their loved ones – particularly children. 
Example:

Bring a harvest of comfort to people who have lost their loved ones in conflict

Bring a harvest of comfort to people who have lost their loved ones though famine

Bring a harvest of comfort to people who have lost their loved ones to illness
Bring a harvest of comfort to people whose loved ones have died through old age 
3: Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

A blessing for people who know the good things that they can give, the people who do not boast of doing more than they can. Think particularly of the great number of people who do little things which are important in the lives of the people they meet or work with; carers, people who make charity collections or knit hats for babies in Africa … 
Example:

May kindness fall upon those who know how to give what they can as rain refreshes the dry ground
May kindness fold around on those who think of others before themselves as the gentle wind envelops the ripening crops
May kindness warm those who show true humility as the leaves blanket the earth after harvest time
4: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

There are some very close ties with harvest here, think about how strongly hunger and thirst affect us. Righteousness is a bit of an old-fashioned word so you might like to think through all the ways that it might be used:
· Doing the right things
· Helping others to do the right things

· Working to bring right thoughts and ideas where there is wrong

· Learning more about what right means as we grow
Examples:

At harvest we remember the food that we eat
The food that helps us grow

The food that keeps us strong

The food that we share with those in need

At harvest we remember the water that we drink

Water that keep us well

Water that refreshes our spirits

Water that brings life and hope in times of drought. 

Let us all remember righteousness and 

how it helps us grow

how it keeps us strong

how it guides us to share our plenty

How it keeps us well

How it refreshes our spirits

And how it quenches our thirst 

5: Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

Mercy is quite complex and is used in a number of ways:
Allowing an enemy freedom

Showing compassion

Acting in a charitable way – ‘showing small mercies’

Having luck – ‘it was a mercy that we took the other road’

Think of how mercy is something that can be part of our lives at all times.
Examples:

Let mercy guide us as we live together

Let mercy guide us as we learn together

Let mercy guide us as we love together

Let mercy guide us 
May mercy water the days of everyone who shows mercy

May mercy blow through the lives of everyone who shows mercy

May mercy grow to full flower in the hearts of those who show mercy

May mercy nurture the lives of everyone who shows mercy
6: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Explore the ideas of what ‘pure in heart’ might mean and think how we might keep our hearts pure. Follow this with a consideration of what seeing God would mean. We can see God, in a way, all around us in the way that the world is made and in the way that people show Christian values (Kingdom values) in their lives. 
Help us see God in all that is around us 
Help us see God in in the faith of others

Help us see God in the harvest gifts 

Help us see God in the hearts of our friends and family

May this help us to see into our own hearts and see God there too.

7: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

Think about the importance of peace and the ways in which peace is talked about in today’s world. Consider the contrast between our modern idea of peace as being an end of hostility with the ancient idea of ‘shalom’ (peace in Hebrew) which is as much to do with wholeness or completeness. 
Example:

In all that we do let us bring peace

In all that we say let us bring peace
To everyone we meet let us bring peace

In all our work let us bring peace

Through everything that we learn let us bring peace

8: Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Persecution is a challenge to discuss so this might be best used only with older pupils/students. Think about how much distrust of religion and faith is seen in the news. What can we do to make people’s faith valued and respected?
The example ties together the previous blessing with this one.

Example:

Grant peace to people who are strong in their faith

Grant peace to people who nurture their faith

Grant peace to everyone who is honest about what they believe
A Basket of Blessings harvest festival outline
This is not a complete harvest service, you can add songs, music and other prayers. The material here provides a central thread which summarises some of the things encountered in the season. 
At this time of the year we celebrate the gathering of the gifts of creation.
At this time of year we gather the blessings we have received.
At this time of year we give gifts to people in need.
We begin with Psalm 67

God, be merciful to us and bless us;

look on us with kindness,

so that the whole world may know your will;

so that all nations may know your salvation.

May the peoples praise you, O God;

may all the peoples praise you!

May the nations be glad and sing for joy,

because you judge the peoples with justice

and guide every nation on earth.

May the peoples praise you, O God;

may all the peoples praise you!

The land has produced its harvest;

God, our God, has blessed us.

God has blessed us;

may all people everywhere honour him.

Bring forward the gifts to offer

Then repeat …

The land has produced its harvest;

God, our God, has blessed us.

God has blessed us;

may all people everywhere honour him.
And so we will now fill a basket with blessings ….

(Read each of the beatitudes followed by the appropriate blessing(s) written by the children. You might choose to use only a selection of the sayings or indeed, concentrate on just one.

After each of the blessings are read place it/them in a basket.)
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
(When the blessings are over, add the basket to the collection of harvest gifts.) 

(It would be appropriate to use this prayer commonly used in church services.)
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

All things come from you,

and of your own do we give you.
Amen

We say the Lord’s Prayer in the words of Matthew’s Gospel

Our Father in heaven:

May your holy name be honoured;

may your Kingdom come;

may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today the food we need. 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done,

as we forgive the wrongs that others have done to us.

Do not bring us to hard testing,

but keep us safe from the Evil One.

Amen

As a final thought to take with us we remember the words of Saint Theresa
Christ has no body now, but yours.

No hands, no feet on earth, but yours.

Yours are the eyes through which he looks

With compassion on this world.
What will we do with our hands, our feet and our eyes to bring compassion to everyone who needs it?
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