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The Bible in Worship: Trinity in Luke

The year’s seasons come to an end. We have followed a pathway set out by Luke in both the Gospel and the book of Acts.  Our final season, of Trinity, brings a number of the themes together.

The season of Trinity is not so much about Father, Son and Holy Spirit as such but about the way in which the newly invigorated community of believers expressed its faith in such things as prayer, teaching, proclamation. Trinity is the season in which the full impact of faith centred relationships is fully felt.  
Music for this season could be chosen from music which has a community aspect to it. Think about some popular songs such as Labi Siffre’s ‘Something inside so strong’ which has in many ways superseded its origins and become a kind of anthem of bonding for everyone – alongside, of course, being a really splendid tune! In a lighter but similar vein would be Lighthouse Family’s ‘Lifted’. Another suggestion – given the recurrent theme of inclusivity in this season might be Aaron Copland’s ‘Fanfare for the Common Man’, but note that this is not a piece to be played softly!
Persecution arises in this season. This has sometimes been found a challenging concept, a little like sin. The pattern of ‘persecution’ was very prominent in among the early Christians. There were a number of ways in which they were made to feel uncomfortable from simple name calling to murder and executions. We would not suggest making persecution a major part of any worship. The key focus of this season in the context of worship is the Christian response to criticism or harassment – this is summed up very well in the extension reading to Part 1 ‘ask God to bless those who persecute you’. 
There is no Trinity festival as such. However, our very last reading – Part 7 extension – is a very suitable reading for worship which celebrates the church – the practical out-working of the Trinity in our lives. 
As always, this material is offered for you to use and adapt as you feel is appropriate in your particular setting. 

	Part 1:  The first believers Acts 4: 32-37

	Bible Reading:  
The group of believers was one in mind and heart. None of them said that any of their belongings were their own, but they all shared with one another everything they had. With great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God poured rich blessings on them all. There was no one in the group who was in need. Those who owned fields or houses would sell them, bring the money received from the sale, and hand it over to the apostles; and the money was distributed to each one according to his need. And so it was that Joseph, a Levite born in Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “One who Encourages”), sold a field he owned, brought the money, and handed it over to the apostles.
	Notes

The early parts of Acts give us a number of images of the first fellowships of believers. Here we see some of the practical out-workings of the experience of the disciples in the Gospels such as sharing and ‘giving witness’. Another facet of this reading and others in Acts is the simple ‘every-day’ quality of the writing. There are also the tantalising ‘blessings’ to which the reading refers – it only becomes clear what the blessings of the koinonia are as we read more of the New Testament. We also come across one of the later important figures in the New Testament, Barnabas – who has become ‘Saint’ Barnabas. The social implications of this passage are significant, there are a number of religious communities that have taken this idea forward and do share everything in common.


Themes
Koinonia: a word which could be loosely translated ‘Community with attitude’ – the early church was definitely one of these. Our attitudes are very significant within our communities; we need to do more than just agree on a set of ‘values’. Our behaviour within our values determines how we are seen by others. The attitudes of the first Christians led to establishment of the Church (in all its denominational diversity) we know today. 
Friendship: There are some clues about friendship in this passage. We can see how the members of the first Church came together. Friendship is built up from common interest and concerns, and simply being together, sometimes even working together. Some of the early Christians did become friends as can be seen from the personal comments we find in Acts and many of the letters. (Not just the letters of Paul) 
Questions
How does the behaviour of the believers reflect the things that Jesus said?
Would you find it easy to sell everything that you own?

Do you think that the right thing was done with the money that was raised? 
How or why do you think that the early Christians become friends?
How do we become friends?
	Part 1 

	Reflection

What do you own?
Toys,

Books,

Clothes ….

How important are the things that are yours?
What would make you sell them all and share the money that you get?
Knowing that the money would help poorly children?

Hoping that you could save the rainforests?

Do you think that others might feel the same way?
	Prayer

Lord of the Church,
In the story of your people we find stories of everyone using what they have for the good of everyone.

Help us, we pray, to share what we have so that our community can be a stronger and better place. 
Amen


Setting the Table
The reading is about sharing possessions for the good of the community. You could turn the focus table into a ‘table-top sale’. Children can choose a good cause and then hold a sale at the end of the week or the end of the season – the focus could continue throughout the season. 
	Part 1: Extension Rom 12:  9-16

	A bit more from the Bible: 

Love must be completely sincere. Hate what is evil, hold on to what is good. Love one another warmly as Christian brothers and sisters, and be eager to show respect for one another. Work hard and do not be lazy. Serve the Lord with a heart full of devotion. Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in your troubles, and pray at all times. Share your belongings with your needy fellow-Christians, and open your homes to strangers. Ask God to bless those who persecute you — yes, ask him to bless, not to curse. Be happy with those who are happy, weep with those who weep. Have the same concern for everyone. Do not be proud, but accept humble duties.  Do not think of yourselves as wise.
	Notes

These words bring out some of the things that the first reading might mean by ‘blessings’. Here we see some of our modern values such as respect, sharing and love. Within these we can also see some of the practical implications and the need to work at such things as patience and empathy. This reading also includes a powerful and dramatic instruction to ask God’s blessing on those who persecute believers. This is a challenge to be inclusive, not to restrict the Christian faith only to the ‘faithful’. Notice that Paul goes out of his way to repeat this challenge.



 More Questions:
Do you think that you are wise? Why?
How do we share our values with other people?

What happens when other people do not accept our values? 
Do we pray for them and ask God to bless them?
How does love help us to build strong relationships in our communities?

Some things to do
Think about the school community. Draw pictures of the different people who make up the community and show the relationships between them. What opportunities for giving are found in your drawing.
Which of the relationships would be those of friendship?
__________________________________________

	Part 2: The Spirit of Service 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 

	Bible Reading  

Now, concerning what you wrote about the gifts from the Holy Spirit. I want you to know the truth about them, my brothers and sisters…
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them. 

There are different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served. There are different abilities to perform service, but the same God gives ability to all for their particular service. The Spirit's presence is shown in some way in each person for the good of all. The Spirit gives one person a message full of wisdom, while to another person the same Spirit gives a message full of knowledge. One and the same Spirit gives faith to one person, while to another person he gives the power to heal. The Spirit gives one person the power to work miracles; to another, the gift of speaking God's message; and to yet another, the ability to tell the difference between gifts that come from the Spirit and those that do not. To one person he gives the ability to speak in strange tongues, and to another he gives the ability to explain what is said. But it is one and the same Spirit who does all this; as he wishes, he gives a different gift to each person.
	Notes

This is a very famous passage which has led to all sorts of interpretations. The questions below explore some of these. The main theme however is clear; Paul is telling the Corinthian Christians about the Holy Spirit. In order to do this he gives us some clues about how the Spirit was seen to be active in the early Church. Paul shows us the variety of gifts and is at pains to point out that just as people are different so are the gifts that God gives. Note the final sentence which has two very significant things to say about the Holy Spirit:
· There is one Spirit, not different sprits for different gifts.

· The Holy Spirit is a person. As seen by the use of personal pronouns in this text.
The first sentence of the reading is interesting as it shows us that the comments about the Holy Spirit are an answer to a question which the Church in Corinth had asked. 


Themes
Service: When we try to serve or help others we can sometimes try to do too much. In this reading Paul shows us that within the community of the Church that different people have a range of abilities – so in our service the things that we do should complement each other. Service is not a competition to see who can do the most nor is it an opportunity to seek preference or superiority.
Wisdom: The place of wisdom in our lives is essential. Wisdom differs from knowledge or information in that it enables us to act and make good, effective choices. Maybe we could consider wisdom as ‘knowledge with attitude’. There are different ‘wisdoms’ as they are in part defined by their context: for example Socialist ‘wisdom’ clashes somewhat with the wisdom of Capitalism. Within Christianity wisdom is informed by the values and beliefs that we have found in the words of Jesus as retold by Luke and the other Gospel writers.
Questions:

What do you think was the question that the Corinthians asked Paul about the gifts from the Holy Spirit?
What are the opportunities for service in your school?
Sometimes we talk of the wisdom of age, does this mean that there is no wisdom in the young?

	 Part 2: 

	Reflection

What do you think are your special gifts?
What are the individual gifts that your friends have?

When do we use these special gifts so that we can work together well?
Pause to gather ideas

What do we learn from working together as ‘one body’?
Again, gather ideas
Together, in a moment of quiet we will think about our place as part of the community in our school.
	Prayer

Generous God,

You have made each of us special and given us all our different gifts
Thank you for all that you have given us. We ask you to give us another gift, the wisdom to use these things well so that together we can make our school a stronger and better place. 
Amen.


Laying the table

These readings concern roles in the community – being part of the ‘body of Christ’. It would be instructive to include some diagrams/illustrations of different forms of life to show how the different parts work together. These illustrations could range from cells to plants and on to human beings. Children could devise a presentation which brings out the idea of the parts needing each other for the organisms to grow and develop properly.
	Part 2: Extension Rom 12: 4-8

	A bit more from the Bible:  
We have many parts in the one body, and all these parts have different functions. In the same way, though we are many, we are one body in union with Christ, and we are all joined to each other as different parts of one body. So we are to use our different gifts in accordance with the grace that God has given us. If our gift is to speak God's message, we should do it according to the faith that we have; if it is to serve, we should serve; if it is to teach, we should teach; if it is to encourage others, we should do so. Whoever shares with others should do it generously; whoever has authority should work hard; whoever shows kindness to others should do it cheerfully.


	Notes
The question about ‘gifts’ or ‘roles’ does not seem to have been confined to just the Corinthians. Here Paul is telling the Roman Church about the way in which the gifts and people of the church might work together. This idea of the body is worked out in even more detail in 1 Cor 12: 12-17. The ways in which people of faith should behave are made very clear in this passage. This is a very powerful message which reinforces the moral and social dimensions of the Christian faith. 



A few more Questions:
How do different gifts or skills go to make the community of a school work like a ‘body’?

There are differences between the things that adults and pupils/students do in a school community. But think carefully, which things are the same?

It is quite easy to understand how some skills or gifts, like teaching, can work out in a community. Others are a little harder. How do we do service or encouragement in our community?
Some things to do
Find out a bit more about how things work so that all the parts operate together well. You could look at some of the things from the focus table display such as plants or cells. Alternatively, children could investigate the workings of such things as engines or even sewing machines.
	Part 3: Paul and Damascus Acts 9:1-19

	Bible Reading
In the meantime Saul kept up his violent threats of murder against the followers of the Lord. He went to the High Priest and asked for letters of introduction to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he should find there any followers of the Way of the Lord, he would be able to arrest them, both men and women, and bring them back to Jerusalem. As Saul was coming near the city of Damascus, suddenly a light from the sky flashed round him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul! Why do you persecute me?” 
“Who are you, Lord?” he asked. 
“I am Jesus, whom you persecute,” the voice said. “But get up and go into the city, where you will be told what you must do.” The men who were travelling with Saul had stopped, not saying a word; they heard the voice but could not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but could not see a thing. So they took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. For three days he was not able to see, and during that time he did not eat or drink anything. There was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. He had a vision, in which the Lord said to him, “Ananias!” “Here I am, Lord,” he answered. The Lord said to him, “Get ready and go to Straight Street, and at the house of Judas ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying, and in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come in and place his hands on him so that he might see again.” Ananias answered, “Lord, many people have told me about this man and about all the terrible things he has done to your people in Jerusalem. And he has come to Damascus with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who worship you.” The Lord said to him, “Go, because I have chosen him to serve me, to make my name known to Gentiles and kings and to the people of Israel. And I myself will show him all that he must suffer for my sake.” So Ananias went, entered the house where Saul was, and placed his hands on him. “Brother Saul,” he said, “the Lord has sent me — Jesus himself, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here. He sent me so that you might see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” At once something like fish scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he was able to see again. He stood up and was baptized; and after he had eaten, his strength came back.
	Notes
The story of Paul is a very important one in the history of the Church. We can build up the story from the pieces of his tale in Acts itself and from Paul’s own letters. This reading picks up the story art way through. Paul has started out as a strong opponent of the Church, here we read of him making threats. He even gets official letters to help him arrest the believers. Notice where Paul is to look – in the synagogues, amongst the Jewish people. This gives us a clue that, in the beginning, the followers of Christ seemed to meet as part of the Jewish community.
The story of Paul takes a dramatic and unexpected turn with a flash of light and the voice of Jesus. This story is so powerful that even today people speak of a ‘Damascus Road’ experience when they have a change of mind or sudden realisation. The story develops with a vision for Ananias too, plus a miracle in which Paul is made blind and then healed. Yet even amidst all these wonders Luke (the writer of Acts), does not forget to mention details such as the name of the street. Again, we see Luke’s concern for historical accuracy. It is easy to focus on Paul in this tale, but we should not miss out Ananias and his conversation with God. We see Ananias challenging God about the task he had been given. This exchange leads to an explanation from God which lays out the reason. Once Ananias is convinced, he does as he is told. As this part of the story ends there are a couple of indications of the way in which the Church began to develop significant actions – the laying on of hands and, again, baptism. 
And of great importance is the way in which Luke lays out the beginning of the work of Paul. In particular this is to share the faith with the ‘Gentiles’ – a New Testament word for people who are not Jews. This is explored a bit more with the extension reading.


Themes
Endurance: It can be hard to keep going in the face of difficulties. This is especially so when we find ourselves in times of sudden change. Perhaps the first days at a new school or in a new job can help us understand this. It can be hard work, but we simply have to go through it and trust that it will work out in the end which leads us on to …
Trust: Trust is not always simple, as we grow or find things out we discover that we have to make changes to our understanding of trust. This happens at various times but particularly when we make new friendships and learn new things; we must learn trust all over again. And very significantly we have to help people to trust us.
Questions:
What is it that makes people trust us?
How do people come to trust us again if we have done something which has caused them to lose their trust in us?
What do you feel like when you suddenly understand something which you first found difficult, perhaps in Maths or Science?

What is it that keeps you going when you feel that things are difficult? 

	 Part 3: 

	Reflection
Let’s take a moment to put ourselves in Paul’s place

Imagine that you are on a journey when suddenly a voice speaks to you and you are surrounded by light.

Suddenly the voice stops and when you raise your head you cannot see.

What do you want to do?
How do you feel?

Did the voice give you any instructions?

For 3 days you struggle to understand what has happened to you.

Then … you hear voices, murmuring, muttering …

… you feel a touch on your head …

Hands …

And then you can see … 
How do you feel now?

What questions do you want to ask?
	Prayer

Almighty God,
Thank you for the stories of people of faith that we find in the very first Christian communities. 

Help us to follow these examples so that we can 
Amen


Laying the table

 A very important part of the reading concerns Ananias and his laying hands on Paul. This has become a very significant part of the range of rituals or dramas of the church. Hands play a vital role in society in general too. Collect examples of hands:
· Hands that work

· Hands that care

· Hands that make

· Hands that give

· Praying hands
	Part 3:  Paul’s Words Gal 1: 11-24

	A bit more from the Bible:  
Let me tell you, my brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preach is not of human origin. I did not receive it from any human being, nor did anyone teach it to me. It was Jesus Christ himself who revealed it to me. You have been told how I used to live when I was devoted to the Jewish religion, how I persecuted without mercy the church of God and did my best to destroy it. I was ahead of most fellow-Jews of my age in my practice of the Jewish religion, and was much more devoted to the traditions of our ancestors. But God in his grace chose me even before I was born, and called me to serve him. And when he decided to reveal his Son to me, so that I might preach the Good News about him to the Gentiles, I did not go to anyone for advice, nor did I go to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before me. Instead, I went at once to Arabia, and then I returned to Damascus. It was three years later that I went to Jerusalem to obtain information from Peter, and I stayed with him for two parts. I did not see any other apostle except James, the Lord's brother. What I write is true. God knows that I am not lying! Afterwards I went to places in Syria and Cilicia. At that time the members of the churches in Judea did not know me personally.  They knew only what others were saying: “The man who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith that he once tried to destroy!” And so they praised God because of me.
	Notes

Here we read Paul’s own words about his ‘conversion’ his change of heart. Paul’s own words are quite easy to understand. In reading them it is easy to forget how old they are. Paul is so matter of fact. 
Paul is proud of his calling to go and preach to the Gentiles – people who were not of the Jewish faith. This reading from Galatians shows us just how personal Paul’s feeling about his conversion was. He gives us quite a detailed account of how his faith grew and the things that he did after his experience on the Damascus Road. We find Paul meeting Peter in the book of Acts 15:6 when there was a big discussion between the disciples about whether the faith should be shared with the Gentiles. Paul also speaks of how he was chosen, even before birth echoing Psalm 139: 13-16. This idea of God knowing everything about us had been part of the Old Testament faith for many years before Paul. Again, the change in Paul is reinforced in the words that are being said about him. 


Some other questions:
In the extension reading we can see Paul’s confidence in his faith. 
What are you confident in? (What gives you confidence?)
Why?
How do you make this confidence grow?
Some things to do: 
Older children might also find the exploration of ‘negative hands’ constructive:
· Hands that take

· Hands that break

· Hands that harm

_________________________________________
	Part 4:  Peter the preacher again Acts 10: 34-48

	Bible Reading  

Peter began to speak: “I now realize that it is true that God treats everyone on the same basis. Those who worship him and do what is right are acceptable to him, no matter what race they belong to. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, proclaiming the Good News of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know of the great event that took place throughout the land of Israel, beginning in Galilee after John preached his message of baptism. You know about Jesus of Nazareth and how God poured out on him the Holy Spirit and power. He went everywhere, doing good and healing all who were under the power of the Devil, for God was with him.  We are witnesses of everything that he did in the land of Israel and in Jerusalem. Then they put him to death by nailing him to a cross. But God raised him from death three days later and caused him to appear, not to everyone, but only to the witnesses that God had already chosen, that is, to us who ate and drank with him after he rose from death. And he commanded us to preach the gospel to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God has appointed judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets spoke about him, saying that all who believe in him will have their sins forgiven through the power of his name.” While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit came down on all those who were listening to his message. The Jewish believers who had come from Joppa with Peter were amazed that God had poured out his gift of the Holy Spirit on the Gentiles also. For they heard them speaking in strange tongues and praising God's greatness. Peter spoke up: “These people have received the Holy Spirit, just as we also did. Can anyone, then, stop them from being baptized with water?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay with them for a few days.
	Notes

So far, we have seen how some of the first Christians understood their place as being to share the Gospel – the Good News of Jesus Christ – with everyone. This reading turns this round a little and makes it clear that the reason for this is that God treats everyone the same. The writer uses the word worship here, but as we have seen before worship might be better understood as ‘show proper reverence to’. Notice that doing what is ‘right’ is equally important. Simply having faith is not enough. It has to make a difference to us to our relationships and the way we behave.
Peter keeps up his explanation of what he and the other disciples are doing and why. Peter identifies some of the things we have met before such as the Holy Spirit coming on Jesus at his baptism, the things that Jesus did and the resurrection. Finally, the Holy Spirit comes again, as it did at Pentecost. And then again, as if to prove that God treats everyone the same the Holy Spirit comes to all the people there – including the ‘Gentiles’. 
We see in this story one of the most famous effects of the Holy Spirit – the famous speaking in tongues. Notice that this was enough to qualify them to join the community of believers in the accepted way, through water baptism.


Themes
Reverence: Peter’s opening words are quite dramatic; God treats everyone the same. It is God who first shows reverence (respect) to everyone so it would make sense that we should all show the same reverence. Reverence carries with it a sense of not just respecting but also of ‘offering’ worth (worship) at the same time. This is why certain dignitaries are known as ‘your worship’. 
Thankfulness: There are always many reasons for us to be thankful. We are ‘thankful’ that it did not rain when we left the washing out. We ‘thank our lucky stars’ that this or that did not happen. We ‘give thanks’ at the beginning of a meal. The reading includes two sorts of thanks, Peter expresses thanks for his own faith and the listeners give thanks for the Holy Spirit. The thing to notice is that thanks are not static, they lead to action.
Questions:
When you read about the Holy Spirit in stories like this what sorts of images or ideas come to your mind?
Showing thanks and saying thanks are not the same thing:
How do we show that we are thankful?
Is it enough just to write a thank you letter?

	Part 4: 

	Reflection

What sorts of things make you feel strong or powerful?
It can be many different things …

· Food

· Being part of a club or team

· Practicing a skill such as playing music or acting

· Exploring ideas

· Finding things out
How easy is it to share the feelings of strength?

Do others always share our feelings? 


	Prayer

God of Strength,
Thank you for the many things that you have given to us to make our communities stronger.

Help us to find ways to share our different strengths so that our community can grow in love, compassion and kindness.

Amen


Laying the table
Throughout the history of the church Christians have drawn strength from symbols and objects which remind them of important aspects of that faith. You could add some of these to the focus, crosses, statues, icons. It might be helpful to discuss this with the clergy from your local church.
	Part 4: Extension: From Romans Romans 15: 4-13

	A bit more from the Bible:  
Everything written in the Scriptures was written to teach us, in order that we might have hope through the patience and encouragement which the Scriptures give us. And may God, the source of patience and encouragement, enable you to have the same point of view among yourselves by following the example of Christ Jesus, so that all of you together may praise with one voice the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Accept one another, then, for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you. For I tell you that Christ's life of service was on behalf of the Jews, to show that God is faithful, to make his promises to their ancestors come true, and to enable even the Gentiles to praise God for his mercy. As the scripture says: 

“And so I will praise you among the Gentiles; 

I will sing praises to you.”1 

Again it says, 

“Rejoice, Gentiles, with God's people!”2
And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all Gentiles; 

praise him, all peoples!”3
And again, Isaiah says, 

“A descendant of Jesse will appear; 

he will come to rule the Gentiles, 

and they will put their hope in him.”4 

May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to grow by the power of the Holy Spirit.
	Notes

In this part of Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome he is very careful to show us that the Gentiles are all important to God – that everyone is equal.

The reading shows us some practical steps in tolerance, the things that we need to do to show real tolerance. We need patience and to take care to show encouragement. A reason for this is that we can all have one voice, one point of view. More importantly this letter shows us that we should ‘accept one another’ and that we should do this because Christ (Jesus) accepted us – just as we are, just who we are. 

1: 2 Sam 22.50; Ps 18.49
2: Deut 32.43
3: Ps 117.1 

4: Is 11.10
The quote from the Psalms uses the word Nations for Gentiles,  it is the same idea ‘the people spread around the world’. The quote from Isaiah is from the Septuagint Old Testament – see below.


A few more Questions:
What do you understand by ‘tolerance’? Is this the same as ‘acceptance’?
Paul suggests some tools for practical tolerance such as patience and encouragement. 
Are these tools sufficient for us to show real tolerance?
What other tools might we need for our tolerance?
Some things to do:
Explore some of the ways in which Christianity is seen in the nations of the world. Have any members of your school community been to churches in other countries/
Can you collect photos/postcards or guides?
Look into the Old Testament at the references above. They might not read quite the same as the quotes we find in Paul’s letter to the Romans. In particular the portion of Isaiah is taken from a Greek version of the Old Testament known as the LXX (or 70 in English, legend has it that 70 scholars took 70 days to make the translation …) this often means that the Old Testament reading from our Bible is not the quite same as the quote.
	Part 5: Jesus heals ten men Luke 17:11-19

	Bible Reading:  
As Jesus made his way to Jerusalem, he went along the border between Samaria and Galilee. He was going into a village when he was met by ten men suffering from a dreaded skin disease. They stood at a distance and shouted, “Jesus! Master! Take pity on us!” Jesus saw them and said to them, “Go and let the priests examine you.” On the way they were made clean. When one of them saw that he was healed, he came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself to the ground at Jesus' feet and thanked him. The man was a Samaritan. Jesus said, “There were ten men who were healed; where are the other nine? Why is this foreigner the only one who came back to give thanks to God?” And Jesus said to him, “Get up and go; your faith has made you well.”  


	Notes

Here is one of Jesus’ healing miracles. While the healing matters in itself it is perhaps not as important as the reaction of the men who were healed. The miracle is interesting in that Jesus does not seem to touch the men; he just tells them to go to the priests. 
Only one of the men returns but notice that this man does not appear to make it to the priests but comes back to Jesus. The story makes a point of telling us that the one who returned was a ‘foreigner’ – this fits in with the use of the word ’nations’ in the reading from Romans above. One of the themes found in Christianity from the beginning was its inclusivity – something which challenged the very first believers. It is also very significant that Jesus speaks of the man giving thanks to God – not to Jesus.


Theme
Compassion: We have returned to the Gospel here and see a powerful picture of Jesus’ compassion in a healing miracle. Our recent readings from Acts have picked up the theme of the inclusivity in Christianity. This is seen in this story where Jesus speaks of one of the healed men as a foreigner – and sends him away with a commendation for his faith. 
Hope: This is a significant dimension in many encounters with Jesus. People approached Jesus with hope; hope for healing, hope for understanding. This one of the reasons that people become Christians (or members of other faiths); the faith is something that gives hope. It is a ground on which hope can grow and be nurtured.
Thankfulness: Being thankful is often an appropriate (and respectful) attitude to adopt. Many prayers say, ‘Dear God, thank you….’ for example. But we must take care to put our thanks in the right place, this story brings that out when Jesus mentions thanks to God. 
Questions
Jesus asks two questions to which we get no answer, can you answer them?
There were ten men who were healed; where are the other nine? 
Why is this foreigner the only one who came back to give thanks to God?
Why do you think that Jesus emphasised giving thanks to God and not himself?

How does it affect us if people thank us for something we haven’t done? 
What if someone else is thanked for something that we have done?   
	Part 5 

	Reflection
For a moment put yourselves in Jesus’ place.
What would be going through your mind when ten men come up to you calling out for help?

What would you think when you saw that they were very poorly?

You speak to them and know that they will be healed.

One of them returns to offer thanks – what effect does that have on you?
What are your feelings about the remaining 9?

	Prayer

Lord of compassion
It is always good to be able to help people who are in need.

Help us we pray to follow the example of Jesus and help where we can.

Help us too to always give thanks when others have helped us or shown us compassion and kindness.
Amen


Setting the Table
Make a collection of things that we use to give thanks - cards, flowers, gifts. Think about ways of showing thanks with the children. Include some of these through illustrations or perhaps plasticine sculptures. You could use some examples of thanksgiving from Luke’s Gospel possibly from healing miracles.
	Part 5: Extension  Acts 3: 1 – 16

	A bit more from the Bible: 

One day Peter and John went to the Temple at three o'clock in the afternoon, the hour for prayer. There at the Beautiful Gate, as it was called, was a man who had been lame all his life. Every day he was carried to the gate to beg for money from the people who were going into the Temple. When he saw Peter and John going in, he begged them to give him something. They looked straight at him, and Peter said, “Look at us!” So he looked at them, expecting to get something from them. But Peter said to him, “I have no money at all, but I give you what I have: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth I order you to get up and walk!” Then he took him by his right hand and helped him up. At once the man's feet and ankles became strong; he jumped up, stood on his feet, and started walking around. Then he went into the Temple with them, walking and jumping and praising God. The people there saw him walking and praising God, and when they recognized him as the beggar who had sat at the Beautiful Gate, they were all surprised and amazed at what had happened to him. 

As the man held on to Peter and John in Solomon's Porch, as it was called, the people were amazed and ran to them. When Peter saw the people, he said to them, “Fellow-Israelites, why are you surprised at this, and why do you stare at us? Do you think that it was by means of our own power or godliness that we made this man walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, has given divine glory to his Servant Jesus … What you see and know was done by faith in his name; it was faith in Jesus that has made him well, as you can all see.


	Notes

This is the story of the first miracle of the Church. There are a number of miracles performed by Peter and Paul in Acts – see the activities below. 
The miracle itself has many similarities to the miracles of Jesus but Peter is careful to make it clear that he is speaking ‘in the name of Jesus’.
This miracle comes at the beginning of the life of the church and provides continuity with the life of Jesus. It is also a springboard to the whole of Acts. We have already seen the impact of the Holy Spirit and the astonishment of the onlookers. Here again the people see the effect of faith and were ‘surprised and amazed’.
Further, we find Peter moves from the miracle into the chance to speak about what has happened. As with all of the speeches (preaching) in Acts the focus is on Jesus and here Peter makes a link between the God of the Jews and Jesus, the very thing that led to Jesus’ crucifixion in the first place.


 More Questions:
What similarities and differences can you see between the miracle of Jesus and that of Peter and John?
Who did the man who was healed give thanks to?

Some things to do
Have a further look in Acts to see other miracles…

· Peter heals a lame man    3:1-11  

· Peter raises Tabitha to life  9:36-41  

· Paul heals a man   14:8-10  

· Paul restores Eutychus to life 20:9-12  

· Paul heals the father of Publius  28:7-9  

__________________________________________

	Part 6:  The Tenants and the Vineyard Luke 20: 9 - 16

	Bible Reading:  
Then Jesus told the people this parable: “There was once a man who planted a vineyard, let it out to tenants, and then left home for a long time. When the time came to gather the grapes, he sent a slave to the tenants to receive from them his share of the harvest. But the tenants beat the slave and sent him back without a thing. So he sent another slave; but the tenants beat him also, treated him shamefully, and sent him back without a thing. Then he sent a third slave; the tenants wounded him, too, and threw him out. Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my own dear son; surely they will respect him!’ But when the tenants saw him, they said to one another, ‘This is the owner's son. Let's kill him, and his property will be ours!’ So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. “What, then, will the owner of the vineyard do to the tenants?” Jesus asked. “He will come and kill those men, and hand the vineyard over to other tenants.”


	Notes

 When we look at parables it can be a good idea to try and understand the stories from the points of view of different people in the story. This one is no exception, if you think of what happens from the perspective of the owner of the vineyard. Notice that the owner planted the vineyard, the tenants had responsibilities to the owner in the same way that the listeners have responsibilities to the creator. So, the owner sent people to speak up for him until in the end he sends his own son. We can see here the story of the prophets and Jesus himself. This is exactly the story that Jesus tells Cleopas on the road to Emmaus and Peter tells the crowds in Jerusalem. 


Themes
Justice: Stories such as the one in our reading are good to help us think about justice. In our legal system the image of weighing scales is often found. This suggests that justice is about finding a balance between actions and consequences, it is not a checklist of punishments. The balance of action needs a context however and this is the function played by law. Christian justice has, as its context, the Old Testament laws as interpreted by Jesus. 
Forgiveness: Much of what Jesus said concerned forgiveness. In some circumstances forgiveness can be difficult to achieve. In this story the owner of the vineyard did not forgive the tenants. Do you think that there is ever a time when something cannot be forgiven?
Questions
What might we think that justice is? 
How can we tell the difference between justice and revenge?
Does punishment have a place alongside Justice? Why?

Why does Jesus’ parable not end with the owner forgiving the tenants? (Remember that this is a story which is trying to teach something)
	Part 6

	Reflection

Let’s go for a walk …
We walk into a garden, a walled garden …

It is full of colourful flowers,

Delicious vegetables, and
Sweet fruit

We wander amongst the plants 

Imagine that you can smell the scents 

Snap off a pea pod or an apple, a cucumber or a strawberry

Bite into it, feel the moist inside. 

What does it taste like? 
The garden is a gift to you, a place to live and a place to play.

What would you say to the owner of the garden if you were to meet them?

	Prayer

God our Maker,

You have given us this world to live and play in. 

A world to share with others.

You have also asked us to care for the world, help us to do that to the best of our ability and to give back anything that you might ask of us.

Amen


Setting the Table

In our extension reading we think about some of the ways in which the Church reflects on who Jesus is. Much of Church worship is concerned with reflecting on who God is and what God has done. Make a focus table which celebrates how these reflections are expressed in hymns and creeds, make a collection of hymn books and find examples of creeds from the church: The Nicene Creed, Apostles Creed, Athanasian Creed and Baptismal Creed. These can all be found in Common Worship. 
	Part 6: Extension Philippians 2: 5-11

	A bit more from the Bible: 

The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had: 

He always had the nature of God, 

but he did not think that by force he should try to remain  equal with God.

Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, and took the nature of a servant. 

He became like a human being  

and appeared in human likeness. 

He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death — 

his death on the cross.

For this reason God raised him to the highest place above 

and gave him the name that is greater than any other name. 

And so, in honour of the name of Jesus 

all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world below 

will fall on their knees, 

and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.
	Notes

As part of the life of the Church there are different ways of thinking about what Jesus did and how he is still important. 
In these words, we can see a number of these things, for example; 
· Jesus has the ‘nature’ of God
· Jesus voluntarily became a servant

· He took on human likeness
· Jesus was obedient

· Jesus was raised from the dead
This reading brings out all of these things clearly. Some people read this part of the letter as Paul quoting a hymn or a creed which was well known in the churches of the time. Many people are known to have put quotes in letters, even bit of hymns, so it is not unlikely that Paul did this too.


 More Questions:
When you read these words do you think that these are some kind of hymn? Why? Why not?
Why would Paul include a hymn in a letter to a church where he had been worshiping?

Some things to do
Try writing your own hymn … you could make your words fit a tune that you already know.
Are you brave enough to write the tune too?

	Part 7:  Those who believe Ephesians 1:16-19

	Bible Reading:  
I have not stopped giving thanks to God for you. I remember you in my prayers and ask the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, to give you the Spirit, who will make you wise and reveal God to you, so that you will know him. I ask that your minds may be opened to see his light, so that you will know what is the hope to which he has called you, how rich are the wonderful blessings he promises his people, and how very great is his power at work in us who believe.
	Notes
Many of Paul’s letters have some very personal words about his feelings for the people with whom he has shared his faith. But this is not just good wishes, notice that Paul continues to pray for the people he met. These words also show the Trinity very strongly. We go right back to the words of Simeon at Candlemas again and find light as a central theme in the life of the believers – the church. Finally, Paul links his words to hope – hope that rests in the promises of God and hope that will be brought to fruition in the lives of the believers.


Themes
Creation: It is always worth remembering that everything we find in the Bible is placed in the context of God’s creation. Perhaps this should mean that we can always ‘see’ God but this is not the case, sometimes it is hard to keep in mind that we live in a created world when faced with some of the challenges that the world raises for us – some of these are found in the questions.
Wisdom: We have mentioned before that merely knowing things is not the same as wisdom. Wisdom bears something of the idea of the enlightened mind – a mind which is opened to see God’s light. We talk of enlightenment in many ways; do we all find enlightenment in the same place?
Hope: Hope is, like creation, embedded in the life of Christian faith. In the Christian faith hope is not blind or irrational; it is based on the twin bases of the stewardship of God’s creation and God’s compassionate love shown in the life of Jesus. 
Questions
Would you expect a world created by God to be perfect?
Is this world perfect?
What things challenge the idea that the world is perfect?

What enlightens you? What opens your mind so that your knowledge is turned into wisdom.
(Knowledge says that the tomato is a fruit, wisdom stops you putting it into a fruit salad.)

	Part 7

	Reflection

In a moment of quiet think about prayer and what it means to us…
What is it that we need prayer for?

Why do we pray?

Can we still pray if we do not have faith in God?

Does it make a difference to you if you know that someone is praying for you? 

(You can simply let these questions stand rhetorically to make a short reflection or you might gather answers from the children)

	Prayer

Lord God
You have taught us many things through the Bible and the lives of saints through the years.

Help us, we pray, to use this learning to become wise and so be able to build strong communities built upon your love, compassion and kindness.
Amen


Setting the Table

We end our year with learning, knowledge and wisdom. So create a focus of sources of learning; books, DVD, CD, Tablets. Put a Bible in the middle open at the beginning to show the story of the creation from Genesis. 
	Part 7: What it all means in the end … Philippians 2:1

	A bit more from the Bible: 

Your life in Christ makes you strong, and his love comforts you. You have fellowship with the Spirit, and you have kindness and compassion for one another.
	Notes

A verse which sums up the central tenets of the Church. Faith in Christ, the fellowship of the Spirit and right values of Koinonia – community.



 More Questions:
Do you think that a strong community, Koinonia, needs more than love, kindness and compassion? 

If so, what else might it need?
Why?
Some things to do
Look out for some of the Christian communities that have developed over history. Britain, in particular has a very long heritage of monastic community - though many of these were developed from European origins such as Cistercian or Benedictine foundations. Children could look out the Benedictine rule for example and see how it bears out the values that we have explored in this season.
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