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The Bible in Worship: Saints/Remembrance in Luke

Throughout these readings we read of people being worshippers. We must take care not to understand this in modern terms of ‘going to church’ or other form of religious meeting. While it is clear that there were, from the earliest times, gatherings for prayer and fellowship, ‘worship’ in the New Testament often means something more like ‘showing proper respect’ – indeed at times it is literally ‘God fearer’. Understanding this in the context of these Bible stories and readings helps us to see that true respect is very powerful indeed. As in other seasons do feel free to use ‘Children’s Bible’ versions of these stories if you feel that these are more appropriate.
Some of these Bible readings are from the New Testament Letters (sometimes called Epistles). Both are letters of Paul, who writes of himself as being the friend of Luke – the gospel writer. If we are to really understand the New Testament, we need to appreciate the way in which the ‘church’ grew from the few disciples and apostles to a widespread network of communities of faith. The letters give us tantalising glimpses, from the inside, of the challenges and blessings met by these communities. The season also uses the book of Acts or The Acts of the Apostles – this is also generally believed to be written by the same Luke who wrote the gospel.
The season is built around remembering people who have done special work. In some old Church traditions Christians who did special work became known as Saints. Their history is a colourful mix of miracles and adventures all mingled with prayer and devotion.  There are many books about saints which children can enjoy, in exploring these tales it is worth keeping the question ‘What kind of example is being set by the saint?’ in mind – rapidly followed by the question ‘why?’
This season includes a short extra section on Remembrance itself.

	Part 1:  St Andrew and the Disciples Luke 6: 12-16 (Mt 10.1-4; Mk 3.13-19)

	Bible Reading:  
Calling the Apostles
At that time Jesus went up a hill to pray and spent the whole night there praying to God. When day came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he named apostles: Simon (whom he named Peter) and his brother Andrew; James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon (who was called the Patriot), Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became the traitor. 


	Notes

This very short part of Luke’s gospel brings us face to face with some famous saints. Peter (the one who carries keys), James, John (the gospel writer), Matthew another Gospel Writer and Andrew (patron saint of Scotland) (and Barbados, Greece, Romania, and Russia). A very significant part of this story is the way the apostles were chosen; Jesus spent a great deal of time in prayer before making the choice. Note also that the 12 are apostles in Luke’s gospel – the disciples were a much wider group than the 12. In other parts of the New Testament ‘disciple’ is used for both the 12 and the larger group.  


Themes
Trust: Jesus chose a group of people who he lived with and worked with for about 3 years. This group (particularly the 12 Apostles as Luke calls them) learned trust while following as Jesus disciples. One of the meanings of the word disciples is ‘learner’, in learning together we build trust. We rely on each other’s judgements and understand the gifts we all have.
Koinonia: this is the essence of the Christian community – perhaps best understood as ‘community with attitude’. From the beginning the group was bound by their faith in Christ and from the beginning the community was formed around the importance of sharing. This was achieved through the simple acts of prayer and shared meals as can be seen at the very beginning of the book of Acts. 
Friendship: friendship is a strong value that is important to us all. Without friends we become lonely and cannot do our best. Jesus and the apostles had some interesting challenges as time went on if our friendships are built on trust then even through the most difficult times.
Questions:

How did you choose your friends – or did they choose you?
What is it that you would miss most if you did not have your friends?

	Part 1:  Saint Andrew and the Disciples

	Reflection

Let us wonder together 
What is special about being chosen?

There are all sort of things that we are chosen for how does it make us feel?

Do we feel special? Anxious? Honoured?
Does it bring us responsibility?

How do you think that the disciples/apostles* felt on being chosen by Jesus?

How do we make choices?

Do we spend a long time thinking or praying about it like Jesus did?

What is the best way to make a good choice?

*Choose the word you feel most appropriate
	Prayer

Lord God,
You have made us all different and all special.
Help us, we pray, to share our own gifts and understand the abilities of the others so that by working, playing and learning together we can build trust between us and so create a strong community in our school.

Amen


Laying the table

Simon and Andrew were fishermen so add some fishing apparatus to the table, nets, floats, rods, line.
You could create a picture of Jesus’ pun ‘make you fishers of men’ (see the extension) and fill a net with people. You can use toy figures or paper cut-outs and a seaside shrimping net…
	Part 1: Extension

	Saints

Many of the people from the New Testament have become known as Saints. Some of these people have stories that go beyond the Bible, traditions have built up around them and they have become linked with places and professions. The Apostle Andrew, for example, has become the patron Saint of Scotland 

Andrew was the brother of Simon Peter from Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee. They were fishermen, hence Jesus called them to be his disciples by making a pun saying that they will be "fishers of men", translated in the Good News Bible as ‘teaching them to catch people’ (as opposed to fish…).

The John’s Gospel Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist. He then became Jesus’ disciple. Andrew features in a number of Gospel stories, for example Andrew told Jesus about the boy with the loaves and fishes (John 6:8)
After the New Testament a number of things were written about Andrew by ancient historians. Andrew preached in Scythia and travelled to Kiev and Novgorod. Because of this tradition he became a patron saint of Ukraine, Romania and Russia. According to another tradition, Andrew made a man called Stachys the first bishop of Byzantium (later Constantinople, now Istanbul) in AD 38. 

Andrew is said to have been martyred by crucifixion at the city of Patras in Greece. A tradition developed that Andrew was crucified on an X-shaped cross, or "saltire" now commonly known as a "Saint Andrew's Cross" – which is why the Scottish flag looks like it does.  Andrew is supposed to have asked this because he thought himself unworthy to be crucified on the same sort of cross as Jesus. Andrew is remembered on November 30th.


A few more Questions: 
Can you find out about the other Patron Saints from the British Isles, George, David and Patrick? (Don’t look for them in the Bible – they are not there!)
Do all Christians feel the same way about saints?
People who do not follow religions still call people ‘saints’ – why?

Are there saints in faiths other than Christianity? Who are they? 
Do you know any ‘saints’ from the many faiths found in Britain not including Christianity?
 Some things to do
Find out a bit more about saints.

Does your school have a special (patron) saint?

Invite visitors from different Christian denominations to talk about how they understand Christian saints.
Invite visitors from other faiths to talk about important figures from their faith who might be considered saints

__________________________________________

	Part 2: True Service Acts 6: 1-7

	Bible Reading
Those chosen to serve

… as the number of disciples kept growing, there was a quarrel between the Greek-speaking Jews and the native Jews. The Greek-speaking Jews claimed that their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of funds. So the twelve apostles called the whole group of believers together and said, “It is not right for us to neglect the preaching of God's word in order to handle finances. So then, brothers and sisters, choose seven men among you who are known to be full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, and we will put them in charge of this matter. We ourselves, then, will give our full time to prayer and the work of preaching.” The whole group was pleased with the apostles' proposal, so they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a Gentile from Antioch who had earlier been converted to Judaism. The group presented them to the apostles, who prayed and placed their hands on them.  And so the word of God continued to spread. 
	Notes

This story gives a fascinating insight into the development of the Christian church. It is the practical need of the first community which leads to the creation of a group in the church called ‘deacons’ – or those who serve.
In this short story we see the importance of taking our proper places in a community. For some this is preaching. Preaching is not just standing and telling people about God, it is a much more intricate and complex activity which involves the engagement of people in the creation of communities built on the example of Christ.

Others have a place in arranging for the material needs of the community – in this case ensuring that the people needing care (widows) – get the things that they need.


Themes
Service: Service is an integral part of our lives. Sometimes we choose to serve others freely as a gift or charity. Sometimes our service is like that of the deacons - given to make sure that others can do their work properly. Service is an essential idea in Christian faith and is understood as both service to each other and service to God.
Community (Koinonia): People have different roles and parts to play in our communities. Some of the roles that people have are jobs that they have been given and some are things that people choose or volunteer for. Explore the idea of work and the need for us to take up roles which complement each other so that everyone can be properly cared for.  
 Questions:

Does the work of the deacons have anything in common with the many news stories about welfare benefits and waiting lists in hospitals?
What other sorts of service are there? Think especially about the special service that our military personnel give to us and to others around the world. How many different kinds of service does the military offer?
	Part 2: True Service

	Reflection

I wonder what we can do for each other.
What things need doing?

In our school do we choose different people to do different things?
How do we make this choice?

How do we make sure that our choices are made within the values of our school?
	Prayer

Lord of our choices,
You are with us in all that we do, in all that we learn and in all our relationships.

We ask that you will also be with us in all the choices that we make so that you can guide us to make good decisions. 

Amen


Laying the table

Think of objects or pictures that can illustrate service. There are some possibilities from the public services, hospitals, police, fire-service. Try to think of other service though, teaching for example!

What would be suitable objects to make these illustrations? 
	Part 2: extension 1 Timothy 4: 4-11

	A bit more from the Bible:  
Words from one saint to another
Everything that God has created is good; nothing is to be rejected, but everything is to be received with a prayer of thanks, because the word of God and the prayer make it acceptable to God. 
If you give these instructions to the believers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, as you feed yourself spiritually on the words of faith and of the true teaching which you have followed. But keep away from those godless legends, which are not worth telling. Keep yourself in training for a godly life. Physical exercise has some value, but spiritual exercise is valuable in every way, because it promises life both for the present and for the future. This is a true saying, to be completely accepted and believed. We struggle and work hard, because we have placed our hope in the living God, who is the Saviour of all and especially of those who believe. 

 Give them these instructions and these teachings. Do not let anyone look down on you because you are young but be an example for the believers in your speech, your conduct, your love, faith, and purity.
	Notes

This advice was given to a saint in the early church – Timothy. The letter is addressed to Timothy from Paul.
These instructions are about growing spiritually. They are based in the experience which the early Christians had of the words and actions of Jesus, plus, of course, the Holy Spirit. There are some clues here as to what living as Christians might involve;
Spiritual exercise – this is seen as not only being part of this life but also a preparation for something bigger, the kingdom of God

Physical exercise – this is not being dismissed only put in perspective. Sometimes a biased reading of this has led to a dualism where the physical and spiritual are pitted against each other. This is not a helpful way to understand these ideas.  


A few more Questions
What do you think that the ‘godless legends’ might be? 

Can you find out which stories were popular in the Roman times? Do you think that these are not worth telling? What can we learn from them?
Some things to do
Find out more about the emergency services – fire, police, ambulance, coastguard

An interesting historical aspect to this would be to find out about the symbols adopted by professions, guilds and unions. How do these symbols illustrate the service offered by these groups?
_________________________________________
	Part 3: Friends and Friendship – Saint Luke Philemon 1-7 & 23-25

	Bible Reading  
Words from 2 Saints – Paul and Timothy

From Paul, a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus, and from our brother Timothy — 

To our friend and fellow-worker Philemon, and the church that meets in your house, and our sister Apphia, and our fellow-soldier Archippus: May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 

Brother Philemon, every time I pray, I mention you and give thanks to my God. For I hear of your love for all God's people and the faith you have in the Lord Jesus. My prayer is that our fellowship with you as believers will bring about a deeper understanding of every blessing which we have in our life in union with Christ. Your love, dear brother, has brought me great joy and much encouragement! You have cheered the hearts of all God's people…
…Epaphras, who is in prison with me for the sake of Christ Jesus, sends you his greetings, and so do my fellow-workers Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke. May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.


	Notes

This reading from the Bible is the beginning and ending of a letter written by (saint) Paul to Philemon. 

When we read this letter, we must remember that it was written 2000 years ago. In these parts of the letter we see the effect that Jesus had on the people who knew or heard about him. The letter shows friendship, love and a great sense of community.

Note that it gives us a glimpse of the way that the very first church worked – meeting in people’s houses. And the importance of individuals; Mark (supposed to be the gospel writer) Apphia, Archippus, Aristarchus, Epaphras, Demas and … Luke Paul’s long term companion and, of course, the gospel writer. 

(The middle, main part of the letter is the extension to this part)


Themes
Friendship: The idea of friendship is strengthened in this reading by Paul showing us the basis of friendship – a shared purpose and belief. The friendship that has been built between these first Christians is close and family like, Paul writes of his friends as ‘brother’ and ‘sister’.

Endurance: The first Christians had to endure many difficulties, notice that Paul writes of being in prison. Endurance of difficulties or challenges is a very important value, developing the strength to persevere is a vital part of our learning

Community (Koinonia): notice how, in this reading, the Christian community extends beyond the local church. It is as though the community goes with you. Paul does not distinguish between the Christians around him in prison from the other ‘brothers and sisters’ who meet at Philemon’s house.  
 Questions:

How does faith help with endurance? 

What sorts of things require us to be prepared to endure challenges or persevere in difficulty?
Can you find out more about St Luke? – What was his profession, for example?

What makes a community? 
What are the boundaries of a community?
How do we extend our community or ensure that the values of our community are supported – even when we are a long way away?
	Part 3: St Luke

	Reflection

I wonder … ‘What is a friend?’

Are there any special words which we use to describe friends or to talk about them?

What are these words?

Make a list of the words which are offered

Which words do you think go best with you?

Which words go best with your friends?

In a moment of silence think about your friends and let these words drift through your mind.
	Prayer

Father God,

Our friends are a great gift and our friendships bring us joy and happiness.

Help us to be good and trustworthy friends and through our friendship to be trusted by others. And give us your grace and love to help us grow stronger in our friendships.

Amen 


Laying the table

Include some objects or items which we use to keep our communities together - letters, phone, radio, tablet.
It might be appropriate to include school newsletters or publications too. This is also an opportunity to include some communications from the church too like parish news or pew-slips.
	Part 3: Extension Philemon 8-22

	A bit more from the Bible:  
The Runaway Slave
For this reason I could be bold enough, as your brother in Christ, to order you to do what should be done. But because I love you, I make a request instead. I do this even though I am Paul, the ambassador of Christ Jesus, and at present also a prisoner for his sake. So I make a request to you on behalf of Onesimus, who is my own son in Christ; for while in prison I have become his spiritual father. At one time he was of no use to you, but now he is useful both to you and to me. I am sending him back to you now, and with him goes my heart. I would like to keep him here with me, while I am in prison for the gospel's sake, so that he could help me in your place.  However, I do not want to force you to help me; rather, I would like you to do it of your own free will. So I will not do anything unless you agree. It may be that Onesimus was away from you for a short time so that you might have him back for all time. And now he is not just a slave, but much more than a slave: he is a dear brother in Christ. How much he means to me! And how much more he will mean to you, both as a slave and as a brother in the Lord! So, if you think of me as your partner, welcome him back just as you would welcome me. If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to my account. Here, I will write this with my own hand: I, Paul, will pay you back. (I should not have to remind you, of course, that you owe your very self to me.) So, my brother, please do me this favour for the Lord's sake; as a brother in Christ, cheer me up! 

I am sure, as I write this, that you will do what I ask — in fact I know that you will do even more.  At the same time, get a room ready for me, because I hope that God will answer the prayers of all of you and give me back to you.
	Notes
This extension is the middle part of the letter to Philemon. It is rather complicated, but it is about a slave called Onesimus. It seems that Onesimus is a runaway who has ended up in prison with Paul. Paul is writing to ask Philemon to take the slave back and to give up any claim or charge that he may have. Paul asks that this is passed to him and then reminds Philemon that because Paul had brought the Christian Faith to Philemon that he ‘owes’ Paul himself in any case.

Paul cleverly points out that Onesimus – having become part of the community of believers (a Christian) - is now a ‘brother’, part of the family and must be treated as such.
Notice the intimate quality of this letter, it is not a stuffy official request full of protocol, but a deep appeal based on the shared faith which makes Paul and Philemon true friends. And, as in the other parts of the letter, there is a very genuine, homely feel in words such as ‘…get a room ready for me…’ 


A few more Questions:
If you were Philemon would you take Onesimus the slave, back?   Why?  Why not?
What is a slave? 

How do you think that slaves feel when they are made free?
 Some things to do
Find out about slaves in the Roman Empire. What would the fate of Onesimus be if he (a runaway) slave was caught? 

How much was Paul asking when he requests that Philemon take Onesimus back – with no cost or repercussion? 
_____________________________________________
	Part 4:  All are welcome Acts 10: 1-23

	Bible Reading  
Everything made by God is good
There was a man in Caesarea named Cornelius, who was a captain in the Roman regiment called “The Italian Regiment”. He was a religious man; he and his whole family worshipped God. He also did much to help the Jewish poor people and was constantly praying to God. It was about three o'clock one afternoon when he had a vision, in which he clearly saw an angel of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius!” 

He stared at the angel in fear and said, “What is it, sir?” 

The angel answered, “God is pleased with your prayers and works of charity, and is ready to answer you. And now send some men to Joppa for a certain man whose full name is Simon Peter. He is a guest in the home of a tanner of leather named Simon, who lives by the sea.” Then the angel went away, and Cornelius called two of his house servants and a soldier, a religious man who was one of his personal attendants. He told them what had happened and sent them off to Joppa. The next day, as they were on their way and coming near Joppa, Peter went up on the roof of the house about noon in order to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat; while the food was being prepared, he had a vision. He saw heaven opened and something coming down that looked like a large sheet being lowered by its four corners to the earth. In it were all kinds of animals, reptiles, and wild birds. A voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat!” 

But Peter said, “Certainly not, Lord! I have never eaten anything ritually unclean or defiled.” 

The voice spoke to him again, “Do not consider anything unclean that God has declared clean.” This happened three times, and then the thing was taken back up into heaven. 

While Peter was wondering about the meaning of this vision, the men sent by Cornelius had learnt where Simon's house was, and they were now standing in front of the gate. They called out and asked, “Is there a guest here by the name of Simon Peter?” 

Peter was still trying to understand what the vision meant, when the Spirit said, “Listen! Three men are here looking for you. So get ready and go down, and do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them.” So Peter went down and said to the men, “I am the man you are looking for. Why have you come?” 

“Captain Cornelius sent us,” they answered. “He is a good man who worships God and is highly respected by all the Jewish people. An angel of God told him to invite you to his house, so that he could hear what you have to say.” Peter invited the men in and persuaded them to spend the night there.
	Notes

This story of Peter has a very simple message. The understanding that what God offers is for everyone.
In the very oldest community of Christians there was a belief that the Jewish believers were better or more deserving than others (often called ‘Gentiles’). 
In this tale we hear of God speaking – through an angel – to a Roman (Gentile) believer. 
The story gives us clues as to how the full respect of God can be seen – through charity and prayer.

The main part of the story though is the complicated vision of Peter’s. The creatures on the sheet were all things that were forbidden to the Jewish people by law. The voice that is part of the vision is very clear that the things are all acceptable, because they are from God. 
When Peter realised that the things that God has given includes people – all people. It is the job of the Christian to reach out to all people. For Peter it was a hard lesson to learn – that all people included Cornelius and his men.



Themes
Creation: the Christian story of creation makes it clear that the things that were made were ‘good’. The consequence of the story of Peter’s vision is that he understood his responsibilities better. If we, like Peter, can understand that everything that has been made is good in God’s eyes then we too (like Peter) see our responsibilities to the world more clearly.
Peace: When we reach out to others, we need something to share with them. One of the things that we all need to share is peace, many saints have been concerned with peace such as St Francis. We often think of peace as simply the lack of fighting, but God’s peace is something more than this; it is seen as wholeness, completeness and rest.
Questions:

How do we reach out to others? What practical steps can we take?
Peace is one of the things that we can share which has no price – can you think of anything else that we might be able to share which also has no price?
	Part 4: All are welcome

	Reflection

I wonder: what do you think is good?
Does everyone think the same thing?

Let’s find out and share some ideas … 
Gather a few ideas

Which of these things make a good person?

Again share ideas
Are there different sorts of ‘good’ people?

Which sort are you?
	Prayer

Lord of good things,
You have given us the whole world and all the wonderful things in it. Help us to understand the things that we have to do in order to keep the world good – just as it the story of creation tells us it was made.

Amen


Laying the table
Make the table relate to the prayer by collecting objects or materials which relate to the care of the world. This could be a job for a ‘green council’ or ‘eco-committee’ or similar. Prayers could be written by the community based on the care of the world – encourage adults to contribute as well as children.
Develop this by considering how we fulfil our responsibilities – see the extension below.
 

	Part 4: Extension - Two famous prayers

	The words of saints
St Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.

O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying that we are born again to eternal life.

St Ignatius

Teach us, good Lord, to serve you as you deserve; 
to give and not to count the cost; 
to fight and not to heed the wounds; 
to toil and not to seek for rest; 
to labour and not to ask for any reward, 
save that of knowing that we do your will.


	Notes

This is a very famous prayer. In it we read some of the things that make up the character of a saint.

The prayer is written in pairs of contrasting ideas. Prayers have many forms – this one is quite striking and has, of course, been turned into an equally famous song.
This second verse (stanza) of the prayer presents us with the challenge of service – to ask nothing in return.

The prayer from St Ignatius brings this out even more strongly and, indeed, uses the word ‘serve’ in order to make its point.

This prayer too, is in pairs but this time the second of the pairs is a consequence of the first. The first of each pair being an act of service.


A few more Questions
If you have used the laying the table ideas:
How do we fulfil our responsibilities? 

How do these prayers help us to understand what is expected of us?

Should we ask anything in return?

Sometimes rights and responsibilities are thought of as belonging together – are there ever times when we should give up our rights?

A very complicated question:

If peace is our right – should we be prepared to fight for it?

Some things to do
Try making prayers of your own which use contrasting pairs.
_______________________________________________
	Remembrance

	True Love John 15: 12-15
My commandment is this: love one another, just as I love you.  The greatest love a person can have for his friends is to give his life for them. And you are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because servants do not know what their master is doing. Instead, I call you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father.
	Notes

This reading is from John’s Gospel. The season has focussed very strongly on service and community. Here we find the words of Jesus which underpin the whole idea of the Christian community. A community where servants become friends and where friends are bound together with love – a love that is willing to lead to great sacrifice.


Reflection
In love we find peace, God’s peace that brings true rest and wholeness
In love we find endurance, the strength to persevere and remain faithful at all times 

In love we find community, the true friendship which binds us together

In love we find service, service which we offer freely, a gift of God’s love in ourselves

Prayer

Teach us, good Lord, to serve you as you deserve; 

to give and not to count the cost; 

to fight and not to heed the wounds; 

to toil and not to seek for rest; 

to labour and not to ask for any reward, 

save that of knowing that we do your will.

Wonder
Let us wonder for a moment:

When do we share friendship?
When do we share endurance?

When do we share peace?

When do we share service?

We remember everyone who shares friendship

We remember everyone who shares endurance

We remember everyone who shares peace

We remember those who serve

We remember those who have shown such great love that through their service they have given their lives for others

	Becoming Disciples John 13: 34-35

	True Love 
And now I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. If you have love for one another, then everyone will know that you are my disciples.
	Notes

This new commandment takes us right back to the beginning of the season. Jesus still chooses disciples – through his love and through the love that we have for each other.
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