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The Bible in Worship: Holy Week in Luke

This is a short selection of Bible readings from Luke which have been gathered to form a pattern for use in the days of Holy Week.
Holy Week is a crucial time in the Christian Calendar. It begins with Palm Sunday, the day on which the Church remembers Jesus riding into Jerusalem.
The week’s events lead up to the Last Supper, The Crucifixion and the Resurrection on Easter day.

Strictly speaking this is not the Easter story, that story is the story which begins at Easter. However the events leading up to resurrection have become known as the Easter story. The Easter season of the Bible in Worship project takes us beyond Easter.

The major challenge is that Easter is both the dramatic end to the Holy Week story and the amazing beginning to the story of the risen Christ. The best approach to Easter in school, given that Easter happens in the holidays, could be to celebrate Easter twice, once as the conclusion to the Holy Week story and once as the beginning of the sequence of resurrection appearances, the ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit.
The events of Holy Week are interspersed with some of the most powerful of Jesus’ sayings and preaching. Two of these instances are offered in this group of readings from Luke.
Not all of the Holy Week events you may be familiar with are included in this year our readings are selective as we focus 
Most of the children’s Bibles tend to mix up the Holy Week stories from the Gospels. If you use a children’s Bible you may find that the texts do not match our selected readings. 
Each story reading is supported by a reflection. We have deliberately kept the material simple; the readings can be used together to form longer worship sessions or used singly as short reflective times.

The readings are organised like this:

The story

1 The Triumphant Entry to Jerusalem
2 The Lord’s Supper

3 Jesus Prays and is Arrested
4 The Trial and Crucifixion

5 The Resurrection

Extras – with thoughts and questions
A – A parable from Holy Week: The tenants in the Vinyard

B – A difficult question: Paying Taxes 

A suggestion for appropriate might be the early part of Copland’s Appalachian Spring, this would tie in with the Spring season and allow you to lead into the variations on Lord of the Dance (Shaker Tune) which come later in the ballet. This section could be used in the Easter season proper, following the Easter break.
Part 1: The Triumphant Entry to Jerusalem Luke 19: 29-40 
(Mt 21.1-11; Mk 11.1-11; Jn 12.12-19)
As he came near Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two disciples ahead with these instructions: “Go to the village there ahead of you; as you go in, you will find a colt tied up that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If someone asks you why you are untying it, tell him that the Master needs it.” They went on their way and found everything just as Jesus had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying it?” 

“The Master needs it,” they answered, and they took the colt to Jesus. Then they threw their cloaks over the animal and helped Jesus get on.  As he rode on, people spread their cloaks on the road. When he came near Jerusalem, at the place where the road went down the Mount of Olives, the large crowd of his disciples began to thank God and praise him in loud voices for all the great things that they had seen: “God bless the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory to God!” 

Then some of the Pharisees in the crowd spoke to Jesus. “Teacher,” they said, “command your disciples to be quiet!” Jesus answered, “I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones themselves will start shouting.”
Reflection

Imagine that you are waiting in a street
As you are waiting you hear the sound of a crowd

The sound gets louder and nearer

Louder and nearer

Soon you can hear words 

King … Bless … Glory to God …

The sound gets louder and suddenly you can see people, colourful people, waving people

Now you can feel people, pressing around you, you feel the ground shake as people stamp and jump
What do you do? Do you join the crowd? Or do you slip quietly back and away?
Why?

Part 2: The Lord’s Supper Luke 22: 14-20 
(Mt 26.26-30; Mk 14.22-26; 1 Cor. 11.23-25)
When the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table with the apostles. He said to them, “I have wanted so much to eat this Passover meal with you before I suffer! For I tell you, I will never eat it until it is given its full meaning in the Kingdom of God.” Then Jesus took a cup, gave thanks to God, and said, “Take this and share it among yourselves. I tell you that from now on I will not drink this wine until the Kingdom of God comes.” Then he took a piece of bread, gave thanks to God, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.” In the same way, he gave them the cup after the supper, saying, “This cup is God's new covenant sealed with my blood, which is poured out for you.

Reflection

Do you remember birthdays and anniversaries?

Are there any special places that we go to?

What special things that we do to help us remember? 

Think of the things that Jesus did with the wine: taking, blessing and sharing
Think of the things that Jesus did with the bread: taking, blessing, breaking and sharing

These are the things that Christians do every week to remember their faith
How do we remember the things that we believe in?

Part 3: Jesus Prays and is Arrested Luke 22: 47-53 
(Mt 26.36-56; Mk 14.32-50 Jn 18.3-11*)
Jesus … went … to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples went with him. When he arrived at the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 

Then he went off from them about the distance of a stone's throw and knelt down and prayed. “Father,” he said, “if you will, take this cup of suffering away from me. Not my will, however, but your will be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. In great anguish he prayed even more fervently; his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. Rising from his prayer, he went back to the disciples and found them asleep, worn out by their grief. He said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you will not fall into temptation.”

Jesus was still speaking when a crowd arrived, led by Judas, one of the twelve disciples. He came up to Jesus to kiss him.  But Jesus said, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you betray the Son of Man?” When the disciples who were with Jesus saw what was going to happen, they asked, “Shall we use our swords, Lord?” And one of them struck the High Priest's slave and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, “Enough of this!” He touched the man's ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and the elders who had come there to get him, “Did you have to come with swords and clubs, as though I were an outlaw? I was with you in the Temple every day, and you did not try to arrest me. But this is your hour to act, when the power of darkness rules.”
Reflection
For a moment pause and think about a time when you have had something very important to do, something that was a great challenge.

Did you feel confident that you would be able to do the very important thing? Did it feel lonely?

What did you need to do to help you get through?  

Who did you need?

Did someone help you?

Have you ever been with someone to help them meet a great challenge?

How did you help?
* The prayer is John’s gospel is far more complex and is not referenced here. If you wish to compare the gospels look at John Chapter 17.
Part 4: The Trial and Crucifixion of Jesus Luke 22: 66 – 23: 47*
When day came, the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law met together, and Jesus was brought before the Council. ..
The whole group rose up and took Jesus before Pilate, where they began to accuse him: “We caught this man misleading our people, telling them not to pay taxes to the Emperor and claiming that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “So you say,” answered Jesus …

When he learnt that Jesus was from the region ruled by Herod, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. Herod was very pleased when he saw Jesus, because he had heard about him and had been wanting to see him for a long time. He was hoping to see Jesus perform some miracle. So Herod asked Jesus many questions, but Jesus made no answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the Law stepped forward and made strong accusations against Jesus. Herod and his soldiers mocked Jesus and treated him with contempt; then they put a fine robe on him and sent him back to Pilate. On that very day Herod and Pilate became friends; before this they had been enemies. 

Pilate called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to them, “You brought this man to me and said that he was misleading the people. Now, I have examined him here in your presence, and I have not found him guilty of any of the crimes you accuse him of. Nor did Herod find him guilty, for he sent him back to us. There is nothing this man has done to deserve death. So I will have him whipped and let him go.” 

The whole crowd cried out, “Kill him! Set Barabbas free for us!” (Barabbas had been put in prison for a riot that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) Pilate wanted to set Jesus free, so he appealed to the crowd again. But they shouted back, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

Pilate said to them the third time, “But what crime has he committed? I cannot find anything he has done to deserve death! I will have him whipped and set him free.” But they kept on shouting at the top of their voices that Jesus should be crucified, and finally their shouting succeeded. So Pilate passed the sentence on Jesus that they were asking for. He set free the man they wanted, the one who had been put in prison for riot and murder, and he handed Jesus over for them to do as they wished.
Two other men, both of them criminals, were also led out to be put to death with Jesus. When they came to the place called “The Skull”, they crucified Jesus there, and the two criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. Jesus said, “Forgive them, Father! They don't know what they are doing.” They divided his clothes among themselves by throwing dice. The people stood there watching while the Jewish leaders jeered at him: “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah whom God has chosen!” The soldiers also mocked him: they came up to him and offered him cheap wine, and said, “Save yourself if you are the king of the Jews!” Above him were written these words: “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals hanging there hurled insults at him: “Aren't you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” The other one, however, rebuked him, saying, “Don't you fear God? You received the same sentence he did. Ours, however, is only right, because we are getting what we deserve for what we did; but he has done no wrong.” And he said to Jesus, “Remember me, Jesus, when you come as King!” 

Jesus said to him, “I promise you that today you will be in Paradise with me.” 

It was about twelve o'clock when the sun stopped shining and darkness covered the whole country until three o'clock; and the curtain hanging in the Temple was torn in two. 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father! In your hands I place my spirit!” He said this and died. 

The army officer saw what had happened, and he praised God, saying, “Certainly he was a good man!”
*The trial of Jesus is found in all the gospels but only in Luke do we read about Jesus going to see Herod. 

Reflection

This is a very difficult time in the story of Jesus

For moment think about how Jesus felt to be alone and not able to care for himself.

Think of all the people who find themselves alone

In a moment of quiet let us bring our thoughts together and if you wish pray that everyone who is alone will be comforted 

Silence

Part 5: The Resurrection Luke 24; 1-12 (Mt 28.1-10; Mk 16.1-8; Jn 20.1-10)
Very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, carrying the spices they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the entrance to the tomb, so they went in; but they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. They stood there puzzled about this, when suddenly two men in bright shining clothes stood by them. Full of fear, the women bowed down to the ground, as the men said to them, “Why are you looking among the dead for one who is alive? He is not here; he has been raised. Remember what he said to you while he was in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, be crucified, and three days later rise to life.’ ” Then the women remembered his words, returned from the tomb, and told all these things to the eleven disciples and all the rest. The women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James; they and the other women with them told these things to the apostles. But the apostles thought that what the women said was nonsense, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; he bent down and saw the linen wrappings but nothing else. Then he went back home amazed at what had happened.

Each of the Gospels has a distinct account of the resurrection. Luke is very matter of fact and particularly brings out the women who have been involved in the life of Jesus. It is the women who break the news to the other disciples and it is the women who realise the importance of Jesus’ words.

Reflection

What makes you puzzled? 
How does it make you feel when you do not understand something? 

Imagine that you are one of the people who went to them empty tomb.

What would you feel? 
What would you want to know? 
What questions would you want to ask?

In a moment of stillness picture yourself in the silver light of dawn at the mouth of the empty tomb. 

What do you see? What do you hear? What thoughts are going through your mind?

Leave a moment of stillness 
Share your ideas with a partner

Extras
A – A parable from Holy Week

The Tenants in the Vineyard Luke 20: 9-18 (Mt 21.33-46; Mk 12.1-12)
Then Jesus told the people this parable: “There was once a man who planted a vineyard, let it out to tenants, and then left home for a long time. When the time came to gather the grapes, he sent a slave to the tenants to receive from them his share of the harvest. But the tenants beat the slave and sent him back without a thing. So he sent another slave; but the tenants beat him also, treated him shamefully, and sent him back without a thing. Then he sent a third slave; the tenants wounded him, too, and threw him out. Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my own dear son; surely they will respect him!’ But when the tenants saw him, they said to one another, ‘This is the owner's son. Let's kill him, and his property will be ours!’ So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

“What, then, will the owner of the vineyard do to the tenants?” Jesus asked. “He will come and kill those men, and hand the vineyard over to other tenants.”

Thoughts
This parable can be understood as a metaphor or picture of what happened to Jesus. 

But notice that the story ends with the owner of the vineyard – who is this a picture of?
Jesus ends his story with a dramatic event, why do you think that the owner did this?

How did the owner feel that made him behave in this way?

What would you have done?
If you wish you can gather all the ideas together

B – A difficult question: 
Paying Taxes Luke 20: 19-26 (Mt 22.15-22; Mk 12.13-17)
The teachers of the Law and the chief priests tried to arrest Jesus on the spot, because they knew that he had told this parable against them; but they were afraid of the people. So they looked for an opportunity. They bribed some men to pretend they were sincere, and they sent them to trap Jesus with questions, so that they could hand him over to the authority and power of the Roman Governor. These spies said to Jesus, “Teacher, we know that what you say and teach is right. We know that you pay no attention to anyone's status, but teach the truth about God's will for people. Tell us, is it against our Law for us to pay taxes to the Roman Emperor, or not?” 

But Jesus saw through their trick and said to them, “Show me a silver coin. Whose face and name are these on it?” 

“The Emperor's,” they answered. 

So Jesus said, “Well, then, pay the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor, and pay God what belongs to God.” There before the people they could not catch him out in anything, so they kept quiet, amazed at his answer.

Thoughts
There are many times when people asked Jesus questions.
He seems to have had a knack of seeing the real question from the trick – and this is a trick.

So here he answers the question in a very simple way which effectively says ‘…this is the wrong question.’

BUT what does Jesus mean by ‘… pay God what belongs to God’?
What does belong to God?

If you wish you can gather all the ideas together
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