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The Bible in Worship: Harvest in Luke

Our Harvest Season includes a consideration of creation and ideas of stewardship and the appropriate care of what God has given. 
There is no specific harvest festival as part of the sequence. If you want to use part of the sequence for harvest then Part 4 is most appropriate for use as the basis of a Harvest Festival. 

The focus table ideas are split into two in this season; there are some ideas to go with the Bible reading for the part and a continuous development along the main theme of harvest. A focus for a harvest festival could be made up from all of the ‘laying the table’ sections put together.

	Part 1:  The New Term Luke 11: 33  (Mt 5:15; 6.:22-23)

	Bible Reading:  
Our Light  
[Jesus said] “No one lights a lamp and then hides it or puts it under a bowl; instead, he puts it on the lampstand, so that people may see the light as they come in. 

Your eyes are like a lamp for the body. When your eyes are sound, your whole body is full of light; but when your eyes are no good, your whole body will be in darkness.  Make certain, then, that the light in you is not darkness. If your whole body is full of light, with no part of it in darkness, it will be bright all over, as when a lamp shines on you with its brightness.” 
	Notes

Jesus creates a vivid picture but includes humour - there is something absurd in the idea of putting a bowl on a lamp.  

The image is developed, and we are described as being full of light. The eyes here are ‘windows’ into ourselves and Jesus calls us ‘be certain’ that we don’t close the windows. We are being called to shine as lights in the world, not only so that others are able to see (and share) our light but also that we are complete in ourselves. 


Ourselves
As this Bible passage is about what is within each of us.
The parable calls us to share what is special about us. So at the beginning of a new school year it is good to remind ourselves of the what we value and share. 

A good way to do this is to divide into pairs and for each person to make a list of 3 things about the other person that might be understood as being their special lights. Spend a little time sharing these, they can be quite personal.
Questions:

What might our one ‘light’ or ‘lights’ be?

Are these our skills and abilities?

Jesus uses the idea of eyes to bring light into ourselves; can this light come in other ways? Are we sometimes ‘enlightened’ by what we hear or do? 

Where does the light come from which lights us in the first place?

Is it anything to do with Jesus being the ‘Light of the World’? 

Whose responsibility is it to keep ourselves full of light?

 

	Part 1 The  New Term 

	Reflection

Look around our gathering

Look at everyone around you 

Close your eyes for a moment then when you open them imagine the people around you, not as people with brown hair, green eyes or big ears but as lights or lamps each shining with their own special light.

What is special about the people? Their kindness, their generosity, their encouragement … how many different strengths can you see shining around you?

What shines out from you? Is it just one colour or many?

Think for a moment, how can you help your friends and classmates make their lights shine more strongly?

What do you need to make your light shine?
	Prayer

God of light and life,

The story of creation tells us that we are made special, made in the image of God

Give us the strength and wisdom to help our special light grow through learning and through our friendships. 

Just as Jesus is light to the whole world help us to be light in our own worlds of school, family and friends.

Through the grace of God

Amen


Laying the table

A lamp and bowl would make a good link with the story from Luke, 

You can make the able reflect the season by showing something of the process of harvest, begin this part with some tools and perhaps a trug basket. 

The Harvest theme
The harvest theme really needs to begin with the making of the harvest. This is, of course, preparing the ground. This is a good theme for the beginning of term too. Just as we need to prepare ourselves by knowing and developing our skills so the farmer needs to know the land and by preparing it properly can make it ready for the coming crop.
So for Part 1 the table could have a number of tools for growing such as spades, forks etc (if you have room you could even get a plough or cultivator! You might also think about such things as a Ph tester – without such tools it is difficult to know which crops will thrive.
This is a great opportunity to use toys in a focus table – there are a large number of agricultural vehicles and models which would be appropriate if you cannot get hold of a real plough or harrow.
	Part 1: The  New Term – extension Luke 11: 37  

	A bit more from the Bible: 
Jesus, the  Pharisees and the Teachers of the Law  

When Jesus finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and sat down to eat. The Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that Jesus had not washed before eating. So the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of your cup and plate, but inside you are full of violence and evil. Fools! Did not God, who made the outside, also make the inside? But give what is in your cups and plates to the poor, and everything will be ritually clean for you. 

“How terrible for you Pharisees! You give God a tenth of the seasoning herbs, such as mint and rue and all the other herbs, but you neglect justice and love for God. These you should practise, without neglecting the others.

“How terrible for you Pharisees! You love the reserved seats in the synagogues and to be greeted with respect in the market-places. How terrible for you! You are like unmarked graves which people walk on without knowing it.”  
	Notes

Jesus makes many comments about Pharisees which are not very complimentary. Indeed, the very word Pharisee has come to mean ‘hypocrite’ in English. 
The Pharisee would see washing before the meal as being essential; it was not only to do with having clean hands but was an important symbolic ritual.

These words in Luke’s gospel help us to see a little more about the idea of light in the words of our reading. Here Jesus is quite clear about the idea of what is really clean, what is really important. Like the light it is what is ‘inside’ that is important.

Jesus gives us some clues about what might show that inside we are clean, or light. We show justice and love of God.


A few more Questions:

What are the implications of these words of Jesus for us today?

Do you know all the rules of a game netball, or chess?

Does following the rules perfectly make you a good player?

Was Jesus saying that all Pharisees were hypocrites or was he saying that the many rules and ideas that they had built up stopped them from seeing what was important? 

Does Jesus say that the Pharisees should give up their rules?

What does Jesus say should be added to them? 

 Some things to do

Using indexes or an online Bible, find some of the other things that the Gospels say about Pharisees.

See what you can find out about what the Pharisees believed

Can you find out how the Pharisees came to be so important in Jewish society?
__________________________________________
	Part 2: Building our lives Luke 6: 46

	Bible Reading  
The Two Builders
[Jesus said] “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and yet don't do what I tell you? Anyone who comes to me and listens to my words and obeys them — I will show you what he is like. He is like a man who, in building his house, dug deep and laid the foundation on rock. The river overflowed and hit that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. But anyone who hears my words and does not obey them is like a man who built his house without laying a foundation; when the flood hit that house it fell at once — and what a terrible crash that was!”
	Notes

This is a well-known story, but we don’t often hear how personal it is. Jesus is not telling an abstract story about doing good things he is speaking directly to those who call themselves his disciples. They are not playing their parts properly and responding to what their ‘Lord’ is asking of them.




Themes
Koinonia: if we are to play a full role in our community we must be careful to make sure that our choices are based on the right sources—if we are part of a Christian community then our choices will be based on the guidance of Christ.

Endurance: it can be challenging to make the right choices, we may have to be prepared for some hard work—but look what happens if we chose an easy place to dig our foundations!

Wisdom: ‘The wise man built his house upon the rock’ (as the song goes…) To be wise we must take care to make decisions that we can be sure will be the right ones and to do that we need to use a reliable source.

 Questions:

What is a disciple?

Can we ‘pick and choose’ what is a good choice? What happens if drivers choose to think that red lights mean go, or tennis players kick the ball?

What sort of house is Jesus talking about?

 

 

	Part 2: Building our lives 

	Reflection

I wonder if you have ever been in a storm.
What was it like?

Turn to your neighbour and describe the storm to them*

Now pause for a moment and in your own mind remember how you felt in the storm

Again, turn to your neighbour and tell them how you felt*

Sometimes storms make us feel excited, sometimes afraid. But storms are always dangerous, 

What keeps us safe in these dangers?

* use your usual way of regaining attention, handclaps, finger count etc. Don’t just shout over the hubbub.

 
	Prayer

Lord God
You have given us a world of good things, food and friends and learning.

Help us to understand the guidance you have given us so that our lives will be built on a strong foundation and we will be able to care for the world in the way that you intended.

Amen


Laying the table

There is a huge choice here. 

· Some building materials

· Building tools 
· A rock and some sand
It could depend on how the story is told. If you are using a children’s Bible different versions have different emphases and one illustration could better than another.

The Harvest theme
Following on from last Part’s preparation objects what is needed this time are the things to plan. A collection of seed potatoes, seeds nuts etc. would be quite appropriate. These link quite nicely with the parable in that just as making the right choices about the foundations of life we also need to make sure that our preparations match what we are to plant  
There are planting toys too – seed drills for example. Children may be able to provide the toys for you. You or the children will have to decide whether to make the display cumulative or to replace the toys each part.
	Part 2: Building our lives - extension Luke 6: 37

	A bit more from the Bible:  
“Do not judge others, and God will not judge you; do not condemn others, and God will not condemn you; forgive others, and God will forgive you. Give to others, and God will give to you. Indeed, you will receive a full measure, a generous helping, poured into your hands — all that you can hold. The measure you use for others is the one that God will use for you.” 

And Jesus told them this parable: “One blind man cannot lead another one; if he does, both will fall into a ditch. 

No pupil is greater than his teacher; but every pupil, when he has completed his training, will be like his teacher. 

 

“Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but pay no attention to the log in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Please, brother, let me take that speck out of your eye,’ yet cannot even see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite! First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will be able to see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.
	Notes
These words of Jesus make quite a demanding list but they are linked to the story of the wise and foolish house builders. When Jesus is saying that people call him lord but do not do what he says it is (in part) to these words that he is referring. 

The words of Jesus invite us to think of ourselves as ‘God’. The way in which we think, the choices we make are the ways in which God will think about us and the choices we make will affect the choices that God will make about us. 
There are some very strong contrasts here to do with hypocrisy and forgiveness. Much of the gospel message is about understanding ourselves and what we need to do – always in the context of both our lives and the world we share being gifts from God.


A few more Questions:

How easy is it to see things in other people that we think they should make better? (Jesus uses the metaphor of a speck to show this) What sorts of things are they?

How easy is it to hear things about ourselves that we should improve—in our work or behaviour? (Jesus uses the metaphor of a log to show this!)

How often do we already know what these things are?

 Some things to do

Look at the metaphors that Luke’s gospel uses in this (and other stories). Can you think of some metaphors and images which we could use to help people make the right choices?

As a starting point try and write your own version of these words: 
“Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but pay no attention to the log in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Please, brother, let me take that speck out of your eye,’ yet cannot even see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite! First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will be able to see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.”
_____________________________________________
	Part 3: Being true to ourselves Luke 18: 9

	Bible Reading
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector  
Jesus also told this parable to people who were sure of their own goodness and despised everybody else. “Once there were two men who went up to the Temple to pray: one was a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. 

“The Pharisee stood apart by himself and prayed, ‘I thank you, God, that I am not greedy, dishonest, or an adulterer*, like everybody else. I thank you that I am not like that tax collector over there. I fast two days a part, and I give you a tenth of all my income.’ 

But the tax collector stood at a distance and would not even raise his face to heaven, but beat on his breast and said, ‘God, have pity on me, a sinner!’ I tell you,” said Jesus, “the tax collector, and not the Pharisee, was in the right with God when he went home. For all who make themselves great will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be made great.” 

* Use your own discretion about this word, omit if appropriate. 
	Notes

The first sentence sums up a common idea in the gospels that of not being self-important. 

The Pharisee and the tax collector both had the same aspirations but had very different measures. The Pharisee used simple behavioural criteria which could be ticked off on a list; two examples are in the story. What the Pharisee did not do was ‘look inside’ - see the ‘extras’ notes on Part 1.

The tax collector was, in many ways, a traitor to his own culture and faith. That his humility and confession was recognised by Jesus as sufficient to make him ‘right with God’ would have been scandalous to a large part of the audience.

The tax collectors, working for the Romans, were taking resources from their own people and passing them on to the Romans. This flew, absolutely, in the face of the Jewish understanding of their own culture.


Themes
Humility: The classic parable about humility. This is not about self-deprecation but about being clear about ourselves and knowing the 

Forgiveness: This parable is very clear about being right with God. Central to Christian forgiveness is knowing that we have not only done what we need to do for others but understand in ourselves why this is. This is why the Lord’s Prayer says ‘...as we forgive everyone who does us wrong’.

 Questions:

How do you feel when people boast?      Is it always wrong to boast?

Why do you think that the tax collector did not boast?

What is a sinner*?

How did the tax collector know that he was a sinner?

* It may be helpful to look at the Psalm (note on verse 35) for this season where there are some ideas about sin.
	Part 3: Being true to ourselves

	Reflection

What is it that you like about your friends?

I wonder if it’s how they look? 
Is it how well they can dance? 
Or perhaps the jokes that they tell?*

I wonder if it is really how they make you feel?
That special feeling inside that you get when they are there, and the strange emptiness that you feel if they are absent or poorly.

For a moment think, in the stillness, what it is that your friends might like about you? 
Now think—are these things to boast about? Or are they best left as a secret that you share only with your friends?

* add more examples here ad lib
	Prayer

Lord of our thoughts,

The tax collector thought about his life and the things he should be doing. This helped him to know what to pray.
Guide and help us to understand what we should do, so that we also will know what to pray.

 Amen


Laying the table

A mirror could be added to show that reflection is important before we pray.
If you include distorting mirrors (convex, concave etc.) these can show us the importance of having accurate or good reflections. If we always see ourselves in a bent mirror, we will learn to see ourselves in the wrong shape. Rather like the Pharisee. 
The Harvest theme
Following on we now need to sustain and feed our crops. Thus, a collection of plant foods, and tending tools e.g. hoes would be appropriate. In terms of our reading this period is where we need consistent care and how better to care for ourselves consistently than through honest prayer and reflection. What else would we need to ensure that we continue to grow well like the plants need care and feed?

	Part 3: Being true to ourselves - extension Luke 18: 15 (Mt 19:13-15; Mk 10:13-16)

	A bit more from the Bible:  
Some people brought their babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. The disciples saw them and scolded them for doing so, but Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the children come to me and do not stop them, because the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Remember this! Whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.”
	Notes

A very famous story where Jesus is seen as ‘blessing the children’. The placing of hands would be understood as blessing. 

While it is important that Jesus wanted to bless the children, this story is not only about adults doing things for children. It is vitally important what children can do for adults. This little story comes immediately after the parable of the Pharisee and the publican. Humility is essential to this story and what is more humble than accepting the kingdom of God as a child?


A few more Questions
What is special about being a child?
Why do you think that the disciples ‘scolded’ the people who brought the babies?
Who was Jesus talking to when he said that ‘…the kingdom of God belongs to such as these…’?
Some things to do
Find out a little more about the Roman Empire and how the Romans used local skills and people to manage affairs. How do we do this now in Britain?
How were choices made in ancient Rome? Explore a little about how social choices are made now, this could include research into democratic patterns.

Some children might like to find out a bit more about how crop plants are fed and nurtured during the growing period.
_________________________________________
	Part 4:  Harvest Luke 12: 14

	Bible Reading  
The Foolish Farmer
Then Jesus told them this parable: “There was once a rich man who had land which bore good crops. He began to think to himself, ‘I haven't anywhere to keep all my crops. What can I do? This is what I will do,’ he told himself; ‘I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, where I will store my corn and all my other goods. Then I will say to myself, Lucky man! You have all the good things you need for many years. Take life easy, eat, drink, and enjoy yourself!’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night you will have to give up your life; then who will get all these things you have kept for yourself?’ ” 
And Jesus concluded, “This is how it is with those who pile up riches for themselves but are not rich in God's sight.” 
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “And so I tell you not to worry about the food you need to stay alive or about the clothes you need for your body. Life is much more important than food, and the body much more important than clothes. Look at the crows: they don't sow seeds or gather a harvest; they don't have storerooms or barns; God feeds them! You are worth so much more than birds!
	Notes

A very striking story which really needs little explanation. 

The story was told (as many of Jesus’ parables) in response to a question. Jesus was asked to help in a dispute over inheritance. (See extension)

It is easy to see the parable as a warning against greed, but there is a little more to it than that. 

As in many parts of his teaching Jesus is calling on those who hear him to be reflective about who they are and how they understand their place in the world. The final part of the reading shows this very clearly and puts his hearers’ understanding in the context both of harvest and creation. 


Themes
Creation:  the importance of the gift of creation is easily seen in this reading. Jesus calls to mind the ideas of Psalm 104, creation as all the features of a gift—just as the birds receive the gift of food from God the creator.

Thankfulness: though not mentioned in the parable or the words of Jesus after it thankfulness is a very appropriate response to God’s care as seen in Psalm 104. 

  Questions:

What does it mean to be worth something?

Is there a ‘right’ amount of wealth?

What is being rich?  Can you be too rich?

What should we do with any extra that we might have?

Can we really ‘not worry’ about food?

If we are not to worry, what does that mean that we need to do for each other?

 
	Part 4: Harvest

	Reflection

Let’s wonder for a moment; what sorts of things do we store up or collect?

Do these things make us happy?

Is it the things themselves that make us happy or is it what they mean or remind us of?
In a quiet moment, think of the things that you have which are very important to you. How would you keep these things safe?
 
	Prayer

God of giving,
You have given us the whole world to share. In our work and play help us to always remember that everything we have comes from you.

Guide us to find true happiness through sharing the many things that you have given us.  
Amen


Laying the table
Some of the objects from the story would help to bring it alive—money, seed, almost anything which represents wealth, or plenty, would do as the story mentions ‘other goods’. 
Also add some things that are valuable because of what they mean. These can be things that are important to you or you could invite children to bring their own significant objects. They could speak to each other about how the things that they have brought are significant or valuable. This can form an enlightening activity of its own.
 

The Harvest theme
The harvest itself – some scythes, sickles or similar would be appropriate (not sharp ones!). 

The toys really come into their own here – it is probably not possible to get a combine harvester into the hall…
To tie in with the story you could include some agricultural buildings including a barn.

And, of course, you can include as much produce as you like!
	Part 4: Harvest – extension Luke 12:13-15, 28-34 (Mt 6.25-34)

	A bit more from the Bible:  
A man in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide with me the property our father left us.” 
Jesus answered him, “My friend, who gave me the right to judge or to divide the property between you two?” And he went on to say to them all, “Watch out and guard yourselves from every kind of greed; because a person's true life is not made up of the things he owns, no matter how rich he may be… It is God who clothes the wild grass — grass that is here today and gone tomorrow, burnt up in the oven. Won't he be all the more sure to clothe you? How little faith you have! So don't be all upset, always concerned about what you will eat and drink ... Your Father knows that you need these things.  Instead, be concerned with his Kingdom, and he will provide you with these things.

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the Kingdom. Sell all your belongings and give the money to the poor. Provide for yourselves purses that don't wear out, and save your riches in heaven, where they will never decrease, because no thief can get to them, and no moth can destroy them.  For your heart will always be where your riches are.”
	Notes

These words come before the story in our Bible reading. As with many of the things that Jesus was asked, he seems to have been considered something of an authority. And as with a number of these questions his answer is not quite what was expected. Jesus asks the questioner to reflect on what he is asking for might actually mean. We often think that a single thing such as being given some money will make everything alright without giving thought to what will happen after. 

Luke carries on with these words which don’t just  tell us about what God does for us but also what we should do—have ‘faith’ (Luke mentions faith in other places look at 5:20, 7:9, 8:48, 18:42 for example.)
The gospel gives the reader reassurance that if we understand the gift of creation (as seen so vividly in Psalm 104) then we will want to be ‘concerned about God’s kingdom’. 
The Jesus brings in a final surprise. Not only should we not store up riches but actually give them all away! This takes us back to the very beginning Jesus’ answer to the man is to make him reflect. And here, in the end, Jesus brings us back to the centre of our reflection, our hearts. And we choose whether or not our hearts are to be where the riches of God’s kingdom are.


A few more Questions
Do you ever think that if you just had one thing, a toy, a book, then you would be happy? 
Does this usually make you happy for any length of time?

Are there people for whom just one change could bring about real happiness?
Some things to do
Find out how different creatures store up food for the winter. Do they make store for longer than that? 
_______________________________________________
	Part 5:  The Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37

	Bible Reading
The Good Samaritan  
A teacher of the Law came up and tried to trap Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to receive eternal life?” Jesus answered him, “What do the Scriptures say? How do you interpret them?” 

The man answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind’; and ‘Love your neighbour as you love yourself.’ ” 

“You are right,” Jesus replied; “do this and you will live.” But the teacher of the Law wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbour?”  

Jesus answered, “There was once a man who was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when robbers attacked him, stripped him, and beat him up, leaving him half dead. It so happened that a priest was going down that road; but when he saw the man, he walked on by, on the other side. In the same way a Levite also came along, went over and looked at the man, and then walked on by, on the other side. But a Samaritan who was travelling that way came upon the man, and when he saw him, his heart was filled with pity. He went over to him, poured oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them; then he put the man on his own animal and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Take care of him,’ he told the innkeeper, ‘and when I come back this way, I will pay you whatever else you spend on him.’ ” 

And Jesus concluded, “In your opinion, which one of these three acted like a neighbour towards the man attacked by the robbers?” 

The teacher of the Law answered, “The one who was kind to him.” Jesus replied, “You go, then, and do the same.” 
	Notes

This very famous story is used to give us an example of how we should behave to others—i.e. like the Samaritan While this is true it is not the full story. We need to read the opening exchange between Jesus and the teacher of the Law. The teacher quotes from the Old Testament (Leviticus 19:18), commonly the neighbour would be interpreted as being from the Jewish people, but Jesus turns this over and his example is the most inclusive answer possible. By the teacher’s own logic, the neighbour is from a despised race.

As in so many of the encounters between Jesus and other the greatest impact comes from the reflections that people make following Jesus’ answer or parable.


Themes
Compassion: not simple caring, the compassion here is for everyone; friends, enemies, strangers. The emphasis is on the Samaritan being the neighbour of the Jew and therefore worthy of holy love.

Service: Kindness is what is expected; the teacher of the law clearly understood this universal service no matter who offers it. Even though the behaviour of the Levite and priest might have been absolutely correct it was still obvious that the right choice was that of the Samaritan.

Hope: The story is an answer to a question, the question about eternal life. In effect the teacher of the law is asking ‘how can I guarantee my hope?’ Jesus does not give the answer that he wanted! Hope is a strong theme in the 
 
 Questions:

What is a neighbour?

What kind of love can we give to people who we do not like?

What kind of love can we give to people who we do not know?
How can the right thing to do be the wrong thing to do?

	Reflection

Have you ever been lonely?  Or lost?

How did you feel? Afraid... Scared... Sad... Confused…?

Would you want other people to feel like that?

If you found one of your friends feeling bad what would you do?

Tell me some of the things we might do.*

Now we have a good list of ideas that we share. 
I wonder which of these things you will find easy to do.

Which one might be hard? 
In a quiet moment think what it would be like to do the hardest one.
*gather a few ideas—half a dozen is plenty
	Prayer

Dear God,
You have made us all to live, play and learn in your wonderful world. 

Help us always to remember how special we all are to you no matter what anyone else may think.
Guide us and lead us to care for everything and everyone that you have made so that we can all grow in love and compassion as you always wanted us to do. 
Amen


Laying the table

The themes of caring and compassion can easily be illustrated by the inclusion of such things as bandages or babycare items. In addition you might like to consider material from charities. These can lead to some interesting discussions about the ways in which we understand compassion. What might be the difference between giving to a cancer research charity and sending money to an earthquake appeal? A direct link to the parable can be made by using Red Cross and Red Crescent images.
The Harvest theme
Our overriding theme in this Part is compassion but mixed with hope. This is a chance to add some illustrations of compassion in action which offer sustainable hope such as Charity water (www.charitywater.org)
 

	Part 5: The Good Samaritan – extension Luke 10: 38-42

	A bit more from the Bible:  
As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha welcomed him in her home. 

She had a sister named Mary, who sat down at the feet of the Lord and listened to his teaching. Martha was upset over all the work she had to do, so she came and said, “Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her to come and help me!” 

The Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha! You are worried and troubled over so many things, but just one is needed. Mary has chosen the right thing, and it will not be taken away from her.”
	Notes

This simple story about making good choices and gives us a glimpse of a very homely scene where we see a gentle side to Jesus as he speaks to Martha about the choice that she has made. Our lives are full of choices and we must always take care to make the right choice. Sometimes we have to pause and think or we might just go on doing the things we have always done without seeing that something else might be of much greater importance. Notice also how Martha was expecting Jesus to give her an answer which supported her request.


A few more Questions
What is the difference between the way in which the teacher of the law from the Good Samaritan and Martha speak to Jesus?

What is the difference in the answers he gives?

 
Some things to do
How do we make sure that everyone knows the ideas that we gathered in the reflection? Children could spend some time exploring how news is shared. How do we know the laws and values we live by? Older children could do a more extensive media study.

How did such news spread in the ancient world? Some children might like to explore how the message of early Christianity spread. This should include finding out about Syriac or Coptic Christianity.
_________________________________________________
	Part 6: The Great Feast Luke 14: 16-24

	Bible Reading  
Jesus said … “There was once a man who was giving a great feast to which he invited many people. When it was time for the feast, he sent his servant to tell his guests, ‘Come, everything is ready!’ But they all began, one after another, to make excuses. The first one told the servant, ‘I have bought a field and must go and look at it; please accept my apologies.’ Another one said, ‘I have bought five pairs of oxen and am on my way to try them out; please accept my apologies.’ Another one said, ‘I have just got married, and for that reason I cannot come.’ 

“The servant went back and told all this to his master. The master was furious and said to his servant, ‘Hurry out to the streets and alleys of the town, and bring back the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ Soon the servant said, ‘Your order has been carried out, sir, but there is room for more.’ So the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the country roads and lanes and make people come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you all that none of those who were invited will taste my dinner!’ ”
	Notes

A story which (in Luke’s Gospel) is full of humour and optimism.

This is one of Jesus’ most inclusive parables, where not only is everyone included but even compelled!

There are a number of deep themes, the master was ‘furious’ - angry with those who accepted invitations and then made (pretty lame) excuses. 

It is often thought that this is an image of ‘heaven’ or the kingdom of God—represented by the feast.  Jesus is at pains to show that everyone would be welcome to the kingdom of God. 

There are many who have been invited but when the moment comes they find that their hearts are not in it; their priorities really are not right, they make the wrong choices.  

Even then there is a harvest—those who are on the margins, the outcast and the lost


Themes
Friendship: at a very simple level, if the story is taken at face value then we can see the importance of keeping our promises to our friends. If we do not honour our promises then our friendships will be damaged or broken. 
Justice: the master is angry but what does he do? His justice is to give the feast to others; the fact that the original guests get nothing is their own fault. This gives us a clue as to God’s justice which is more concerned with giving than withholding or punishment
 Questions:

Is this the master right to be angry? 

Is it right for us to be angry sometimes?

What sorts of things is it right to be angry about?

 

	Part 6

	Reflection

Imagine that you are having a birthday party.

You send out lots of invitations to all your friends, you get all the food, and the party bags.

Then suddenly all of then tell you that they are not coming

How does this make you feel?

What do you do?
Could you still have fun if you invited a whole new lot of people who you did not know?
 
	Prayer

Lord of all good things,
We know that you have given the gift of the world to us.
Help us to use this gift well so that we will learn the right way to do things and be ready for the many other gifts that you have for each of us. 
Amen


Laying the table

Following the story, it would be appropriate to include some invitations and possibly some of the things that would be found at a banquet – cutlery, serving dishes. To reinforce the story some signs of poverty could also be included. You could provide these such as shabby clothes but it might be better to ask the children what would symbolise poverty.
The Harvest theme
Once the harvest is gathered it needs to be shared. How is it distributed?
A collection of food packaging will illustrate our modern way of sharing the harvest. Some toys have advertising on them – these would make a good addition to the model collection that we have been building.
 

	Part 6: The Great Feast – extension Luke 14:7-11, 15

	A bit more from the Bible:  
Jesus noticed how some of the guests were choosing the best places, so he told this parable to all of them: “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best place. It could happen that someone more important than you has been invited, and your host, who invited both of you, would have to come and say to you, ‘Let him have this place.’ Then you would be embarrassed and have to sit in the lowest place. Instead, when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that your host will come to you and say, ‘Come on up, my friend, to a better place.’ This will bring you honour in the presence of all the other guests. For all those who make themselves great will be humbled and those who humble themselves will be made great.” 
When one of the men sitting at table heard this, he said to Jesus, “How happy are those who will sit down at the feast in the Kingdom of God!”
	Notes
This passage comes before the Bible reading for this Part. As with many stories in the Gospels it is important to read what comes before and/or after. In this case our reading is (again) a story told in response to what someone else has said – the word in italics. Jesus has been reinforcing an aspect of the message that he told in the story of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector. However, in the light of the comment from the man Jesus pushes the illustration even further. This prompts us to think even more deeply about what the kingdom of God might actually be like.


A few more Questions
How do we choose who is the best?
What is the best way to pick a team?

Is it best for everyone to choose their own place or are they chosen for the best mix of skills and abilities?
Some things to do
Find out about older traditions at banquets – particularly the idea of ‘below the salt’. What could be the effect of sitting in the wrong place?
Think back over the things we have done this term. Try and gather some ideas together and create a prayer of your own about ourselves and how we should understand our place in creation.
________________________________________
	Part 7:  Cherishing what we are given Luke 58: 5-8, 15 (Mt 13.1-9; Mk 4.1-9)

	Bible Reading 
The Parable of the Sower 
Once there was a man who went out to sow corn. As he scattered the seed in the field, some of it fell along the path, where it was stepped on, and the birds ate it up. Some of it fell on rocky ground, and when the plants sprouted, they dried up because the soil had no moisture. Some of the seed fell among thorn bushes, which grew up with the plants and choked them. And some seeds fell in good soil; the plants grew and produced corn, a hundred grains each.” And Jesus concluded, “Listen, then, if you have ears!” 

…  The seeds that fell in good soil stand for those who hear the message and retain it in a good and obedient heart, and they persist until they bear fruit.
	Notes

Often called the parable of the sower this is better titled the parable of the soils. It is the same seed but the way that it grows is different. This parable is famous for being one which Jesus explained - see the extension.

The harvest that comes is a harvest of people, a gathering into the kingdom of God.  The parable is illustrating the ways in which we deal with the gift we have been given.
 




Themes
Reverence: This value includes respect. We tend to think of showing respect, or reverence to people but we can show respect to other things too. Sometimes we must show respect to ideas, this is embodied in our idea of copyright. Some of the soils showed disrespect for the important message of Jesus.

Wisdom: if we care for seeds properly, nurture them, then we show wisdom.  Wisdom does not let itself be affected by things around it.
  

Questions:
Jesus is talking about his message but will this parable work for other messages too?

What might these messages be?

How important is it to have reverence (respect) for messages, thoughts and ideas

The seed is a metaphor (picture) for the message, are the birds and weeds metaphors too?

What might they stand for?

 

	 Part 7 : 

	Reflection

Let us wonder for a moment.
Here are some of the things that we think are important:

Compassion, Forgiveness, Friendship, Humility, Justice, Service, Wisdom
We often call these ‘values’ – which do you think that you are best at?

How can you make yourself a good ‘soil’ in which this value can grow?
	Prayer

Lord of the harvest,

Your message to us is precious and like seed it seeks to grow.

Guide us to show care and respect for your words so that we will be like good soil in which your message can grow.
 Amen


Laying the table

We are not plants so a range of soils is perhaps not a good idea but a range of foods would help to reinforce the metaphor. A number of foods which are more and less better for us will do this. Which ones would help us to grow best? To this could also be added things that nurture us in other ways things to help learning (encyclopaedias, activity books, tablets), exercise/fitness equipment (training shoes, tennis rackets).
The Harvest theme
To close the harvest theme choose some items which would illustrate what we have learned to do with the gifts we have been given. This can be shown with some further illustrations of charity such as food bank (Part 5) but also some examples of recycling which also includes composting. The harvest is not only food but everything that we use (consume) – what we do with the packaging is just as important as the food. All are examples of how we appreciate the gift of creation.
 
	Part 7: Cherishing what we are given – extension Luke 8: 9-15

	A bit more from the Bible:  
His disciples asked Jesus what this parable meant, and he answered, “The knowledge of the secrets of the Kingdom of God has been given to you, but to the rest it comes by means of parables, so that they may look but not see, and listen but not understand.

“This is what the parable means: the seed is the word of God. The seeds that fell along the path stand for those who hear; but the Devil comes and takes the message away from their hearts in order to keep them from believing and being saved. The seeds that fell on rocky ground stand for those who hear the message and receive it gladly. But it does not sink deep into them; they believe only for a while but when the time of testing comes, they fall away. The seeds that fell among thorn bushes stand for those who hear; but the worries and riches and pleasures of this life crowd in and choke them, and their fruit never ripens. The seeds that fell in good soil stand for those who hear the message and retain it in a good and obedient heart, and they persist until they bear fruit.”
	Notes

This explanation of the parable is famous as one of the rare occasions where Jesus seems to explain himself clearly. It seems to be important that there is something hidden’ or secret about the kingdom of God. This is not quite true though; Jesus does use enigmatic parables as one way of communicating but at other times is quite explicit. There is little to argue about in the words from Part 4 - ‘Sell all your belongings and give the money to the poor.’ 

Jesus explanation of the parable here is almost a parable in itself, it is a story about ourselves and the respect that we have for what we are given. Jesus again is encouraging us too reflect upon who we are and to explore our relationship with the message that he has given. 


A few more Questions
What do you understand Jesus means by the Devil?
What is the fruit that Jesus refers to? 
Some things to do
Look at Galatians 5: 22-23, this is the famous ‘Fruit of the Spirit’ passage of St Paul.* 
Try making up a story (or play, or picture) to make one of these come alive in the same way that Jesus uses parables to make ideas come alive.
 * It is not helpful to use the Good News Bible for this as it does not use the word ‘fruit’.
____________________________________
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