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The Bible in Worship: Easter Season in Luke

Our Easter season has 5 nominal parts which makes it somewhat shorter than the traditional Church Easter which is around 7 weeks long. This allows us to have a short Ascensiontide season to bring us up to Pentecost. 

The time immediately following the Resurrection in Luke’s gospel is full of uncertainty for the Disciples. We have to wait until Pentecost for the group of believers to gain enough confidence to spread the word of their faith. We will find out more in the Ascension/Pentecost sections when we look at The Acts of the Apostles which is commonly understood to also have been written by Luke.

As always, some suggestions about a focus table are made. During this season in particular, the ‘Easter Story’ (Holy Week) should be visible all the time. So, the table could include a palm cross, crown of thorns, bread and wine. You may have a special Easter candle; many churches have a special ‘Paschal Candle’ which is renewed every Easter.   You might also have something to represent the empty tomb such as folded cloth to represent the unneeded shroud or a sunrise to remind everyone of the first Easter morning.
The first part includes a little reference to the Eucharist. A more detailed look at Eucharist will come in the Trinity season in the second part of the Summer Term.
Please remember that this material is only intended to offer ideas and suggestions for you to add to your worship in school. The ‘parts’ are not intended to be used as worship plans in themselves. As always, do change and amend the materials as you feel appropriate.

	Part 1:  The Walk to Emmaus Luke 24: 13-31 (Mk 16.12-13)

	Bible Reading:  
On that same day two of Jesus' followers were going to a village named Emmaus, about 11 kilometres from Jerusalem, and they were talking to each other about all the things that had happened. As they talked and discussed, Jesus himself drew near and walked along with them; they saw him, but somehow did not recognize him. Jesus said to them, “What are you talking about to each other, as you walk along?” 

They stood still, with sad faces. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that have been happening there these last few days?” 

“What things?” he asked. 

“The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. “This man was a prophet and was considered by God and by all the people to be powerful in everything he said and did. Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and he was crucified. And we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free! Besides all that, this is now the third day since it happened. Some of the women of our group surprised us; they went at dawn to the tomb, but could not find his body. They came back saying they had seen a vision of angels who told them that he is alive. Some of our group went to the tomb and found it exactly as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 

Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe everything the prophets said! Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and then to enter his glory?” And Jesus explained to them what was said about himself in all the Scriptures, beginning with the books of Moses and the writings of all the prophets. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther; but they held him back, saying, “Stay with us; the day is almost over and it is getting dark.” So he went in to stay with them. He sat down to eat with them, took the bread, and said the blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight. They said to each other, “Wasn't it like a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?”

They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven disciples gathered together with the others and saying, “The Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared to Simon!” 

The two then explained to them what had happened on the road, and how they had recognized the Lord when he broke the bread.  

	Notes

Luke gives us a very full version of this encounter. ‘The same day…’ is the day of the resurrection. In Holy Week part 5 we left the disciples puzzled and perhaps confused. This story continues the theme of puzzlement. We do not know why they were going to Emmaus (or indeed where Emmaus was) – maybe they just went for a walk to clear their heads a bit. Whatever the reason they were trying to understand the empty tomb when Jesus appeared and increased their puzzlement, they could not believe that anyone could have been in Jerusalem and not know the terrible things that had happened. Jesus listens to them and then goes right back to the beginning of things in the books of Moses and then through the writings of the prophets which form a large part of the Old Testament. Luke builds up the tension brilliantly, beginning with the bewildered disciples and then their walk with Jesus not knowing who he is. Then the friends invite Jesus in without knowing who he is. The tension in the story is built up even more. It is almost the gospel written in miniature. The final scene is very dramatic, Luke the storyteller gives nothing away until the very last moment when Jesus breaks the bread …

… and then they recognise him.
 


Themes
Friendship: The two disciples show some strong features of friendship in this story: simple companionship, conversation and common concern. All of these are easily overlooked when thinking of friendship being rather commonplace, yet they form the bedrock of relationships; a continuous pattern of engaging with each other.   Towards the end of the story we see the dimension of friendship extended to Jesus, who until that point was a relative stranger to them. 
Thankfulness: It is when Jesus gives thanks that he is recognised by Cleopas and his friend. Saying thank you is sometimes a difficult thing to do, it is one of the times when we have to be true to ourselves. If we just go through the motions of being thankful it is easy for people to see that we are not being genuine. How do we express genuine thanks so that people can see our true selves? 

Creation: One of the most striking parts of this account is that Jesus goes right back to the books of Moses. These begin with the account of creation and throughout the importance of creation is emphasised. Such as in the hard words of Isaiah 34 where the prophet is telling everyone how bad things could become and the land be a barren waste as it was before creation. Yet immediately after this we find the words in Isaiah 35 – see the extension.
Questions

We can see friendship in this story, was Jesus being friendly? Why do you think that Cleopas and his friend did not recognise Jesus?

What do you think that Cleopas and his friend were talking about? They had seen Jesus do many things, which might have been especially in their thoughts as they walked?

If you were Cleopas’ friend what would you want to talk about?
How do friendships begin? How did you become friends with people who once were strangers?

	Part 1 

	Reflection

Have you ever been really puzzled by something?
Do you remember when there was something that you really did not understand?

What was it like when you did understand it?

Talk to a friend about what it was like to finally understand something difficult.

Pause to discuss
How did you feel when you finally came to understand?

Did you feel like sharing your new knowledge, your joy, your happiness?
	Prayer

Lord God, maker of friendship. 
You have given us many great gifts among which is the wonderful gift of friendship.

We pray that you will be with us and our friends so that our friendships will remain strong. This way we will always be reminded of the ways in which Jesus and the disciples showed true friendship.
Amen


Setting the Table
It might be a good idea to find some things which pick out some of the things that had been happening in Jerusalem. These could be simple pictures or more complex things such as Easter gardens, you could even model the Emmaus walk. 
If you feel in is appropriate, this is a good time to create a Eucharistic table. The Eucharist is the meal through which Christians recognise the centre of their faith and come face to face with Christ. Your focus table could include artefacts as a memorial of the Last Supper such as bread and wine. 
	Part 1: Extension Luke 7: 18-2 (Mt 11.2-19)

	A bit more from the Bible: 
The Messengers from John the Baptist 

When John's disciples told him about all these things, he called two of them and sent them to the Lord to ask him, “Are you the one John said was going to come, or should we expect someone else?” 

When they came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to ask if you are the one he said was going to come, or if we should expect someone else.” 

At that very time Jesus cured many people of their sicknesses, diseases, and evil spirits, and gave sight to many blind people. He answered John's messengers, “Go back and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind can see, the lame can walk, those who suffer from dreaded skin diseases are made clean,  the deaf can hear, the dead are raised to life, and the Good News is preached to the poor. 

How happy are those who have no doubts about me!” 

After John's messengers had left, Jesus began to speak about him to the crowds: “When you went out to John in the desert, what did you expect to see? A blade of grass bending in the wind? What did you go out to see? A man dressed up in fancy clothes? People who dress like that and live in luxury are found in palaces! Tell me, what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes indeed, but you saw much more than a prophet. For John is the one of whom the scripture says: ‘God said, I will send my messenger ahead of you to open the way for you.’ 


	Notes

This exchange between John’s followers and Jesus tells us that Jesus placed both himself and John the Baptist directly in the line of the Prophets. Jesus tells the people about John and that not only is he a prophet but is also someone whom the prophets spoke about. The scripture quoted by Jesus at the end is from Malachi 3:1.
More significantly for our Easter season Jesus answers the question from John the Baptist by quoting from Isaiah 35: 5-6  (and a little bit of Isaiah 61).

It was very important for Luke to help us to understand Jesus as the most important in the line of the prophets from the Old Testament. This link with the Old Testament is a pattern that we have seen in Luke’s Gospel before – particularly in the stories about John the Baptist. The followers of Jesus saw the things that Jesus lists in his answer as showing that Jesus was indeed the son of God – Luke makes this a very important part of his story of Jesus and the disciples.


 
More Questions:
Sometimes prophets are understood to be people who tell the future. But the Jesus Luke writes about did much more than this. What do you think that a prophet does or is? 
Do you think that there are prophets today? 
Some things to do

The Emmaus story is one which has been used by a number of artists over history, you can follow this link https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road_to_Emmaus_appearance to find a range of examples. (We don’t usually recommend Wikipedia, but in this case…)
The moment that the disciples recognise Jesus features in many of the artists’ works. Designers and artists have experimented with the moment of recognition for themselves…
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Do you see an old lady looking down to the left or a young, well dressed, woman with her head turned away?
See if you can find some more of these figure-ground images. How easy is it to see ‘through’ the pictures? Do you think that people find it easy to see ‘through’ to see the real importance of the message in Luke’s Gospel? 
__________________________________________

	Part 2: Jesus and the Disciples Luke 24: 36-49 (Mt 28.16-20; Mk 16.14-18; Jn 20.19-23) 

	Bible Reading  

While the two were telling them this, suddenly the Lord himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

They were terrified, thinking that they were seeing a ghost. But he said to them, “Why are you alarmed? Why are these doubts coming up in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet, and see that it is I myself. Feel me, and you will know, for a ghost doesn't have flesh and bones, as you can see I have.” 

He said this and showed them his hands and his feet. 

They still could not believe, they were so full of joy and wonder; so he asked them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of cooked fish, which he took and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are the very things I told you about while I was still with you: everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the writings of the prophets, and the Psalms had to come true.” 
	Notes

This short section is really a continuation of the Emmaus story. Jesus appears again and does what has become a very familiar part of Christian worship – the sharing of peace. We see in this story one of the aspects of Christianity which might be described as a ‘mystery’ – firstly the seeming impossibility of the resurrection in the first place and then the simple ‘bodilyness’ of Jesus’ appearance, including the ability to eat fish coupled with the disconcerting ability to suddenly appear and disappear at will. It is interesting that Luke does not make these reasons for disbelief, his reason is that ‘they were so full of joy and wonder’. 



Themes
Friendship: This is one of the most reassuring stories from the gospels, Jesus is reassuring his friends that he is still one of them. This is a very significant part of friendship making sure that, whatever has happened, that we will always be alongside our friends. 
Peace: ‘Peace be with you’ – this is found in many Church services but the importance of peace is recognised across the religions of the world. Explore some greetings from other faiths such as the Muslim ‘As-salamu ʿalaykum’ or the Hindu ‘Namaste’ – what do they mean? How might such greetings be used in our worship?
Questions:

How do we reassure our friends? What are the practical ways in which we can make sure that they know that we care for them?

Have you ever been so overwhelmed that you could not believe something? Perhaps winning a competition or finding something that was lost. How did it make you feel?
Do you think that seeing Jesus eat some food would have made his friends feel any better?
Jesus greets the disciples by saying ‘Peace be with you’. How do we greet each other? What do our greetings mean? Do we use different greetings at different times and with different meanings?
How important is peace in our modern world? 

How are peacemakers celebrated?

	 Part 2: 

	Reflection

What is peace?
Is it …
· Calm?

· Stillness?

· Comfort?

· Friendship?

· Security?

What makes you feel peaceful?

Talk to your neighbour about what makes you feel peaceful

Brief pause for talk

Bring the reflection to an end either by sharing each-others’ ideas or by the leader sharing their ideas of peace.

	Prayer

Lord God.
Jesus had good friends whom he cared for greatly, they too cared for him and felt lost without him.

We ask you to give us the strength we need in order to be strong and faithful friends.

Amen


Laying the table

Food plays a significant part in the expression of faith. This part’s story brings that out in a very simple way, here the food is not symbolic as such but is used to create a common bond between the risen Christ and the disciples his friends. The table could bring this out with some examples of food which serve this purpose. This should not be limited to the Eucharistic bread and wine but could also include such things as birthday cake, popcorn to share, a champagne bottle bought for a toast. You might like to discuss how these work as bonds of friendship.
	Part 2: Extension - Words to the Disciples Luke 24: 45 - 48

	A bit more from the Bible:  
 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “This is what is written: the Messiah must suffer and must rise from death three days later, and in his name the message about repentance and the forgiveness of sins must be preached to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And I myself will send upon you what my Father has promised. But you must wait in the city until the power from above comes down upon you.”


	Notes
It is impossible to escape from the scriptural or Biblical context of Jesus’ life and work. We have seen this in the readings for Lent and Christmas, and here Jesus is helping the disciples to see that it is not just that Jesus is making claims for himself but that he is part of a much bigger story. This end to the gospel makes the link to Acts –Jesus says that he will send ‘what [the] Father has promised’, this is a strong Trinitarian theme linking Father Son and Holy Spirit. Notice the active dimension to the Trinity as shown in the words send and promise. Trinity is as much about what God does as about what or who God is.



A few more Questions:
When you write stories do they have parts? Are some parts more important than others?
How do you make the important parts stand out? 

Do you think that Luke is trying to make some parts of the story more important than other parts? 

There are very few clear references to the Trinity in the Bible. One is in this reading, what do you think that Trinity means?  
Some things to do
Explore how food and drink is used to mark special occasions in different cultures. Start by finding examples from our own culture, what do we share? What do we use as a ‘greeting’ food? 
More advanced students could see a difference between the way in which we use food and drink. This can raise some very serious issues. 
	Part 3: The Lost Son Luke 15: 11-32

	Jesus went on to say, “There was once a man who had two sons. The younger one said to him, ‘Father, give me my share of the property now.’ So the man divided his property between his two sons. After a few days the younger son sold his part of the property and left home with the money. He went to a country far away, where he wasted his money in reckless living. He spent everything he had. Then a severe famine spread over that country, and he was left without a thing. So he went to work for one of the citizens of that country, who sent him out to his farm to take care of the pigs. He wished he could fill himself with the bean pods the pigs ate, but no one gave him anything to eat. At last he came to his senses and said, ‘All my father's hired workers have more than they can eat, and here I am about to starve! I will get up and go to my father and say, Father, I have sinned against God and against you. I am no longer fit to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired workers.’ So he got up and started back to his father. 

“He was still a long way from home when his father saw him; his heart was filled with pity, and he ran, threw his arms round his son, and kissed him. ‘Father,’ the son said, ‘I have sinned against God and against you. I am no longer fit to be called your son.’ But the father called his servants. ‘Hurry!’ he said. ‘Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet. Then go and get the prize calf and kill it, and let us celebrate with a feast! For this son of mine was dead, but now he is alive; he was lost, but now he has been found.’ And so the feasting began. 

“In the meantime the elder son was out in the field. On his way back, when he came close to the house, he heard the music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him, ‘What's going on?’ 
‘Your brother has come back home,’ the servant answered, ‘and your father has killed the prize calf, because he got him back safe and sound.’ 

“The elder brother was so angry that he would not go into the house; so his father came out and begged him to come in. But he answered his father, ‘Look, all these years I have worked for you like a slave, and I have never disobeyed your orders. What have you given me? Not even a goat for me to have a feast with my friends! But this son of yours wasted all your property … and when he comes back home, you kill the prize calf for him!’ ‘My son,’ the father answered, ‘you are always here with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be happy, because your brother was dead, but now he is alive; he was lost, but now he has been found.’ ”
	Notes
Many of the parables are quite short illustrative stories. This one is long and complex with a careful plotline. The opening of the story is deceptive. It seems like a simple request, almost innocuous but in the culture of the time asking for your inheritance early was tant amount to wishing your father dead. Yet the father makes no complaint and the son departs. The son’s change of heart is prompted by purely practical concerns, but it led to a recognition of where he might find security even as the least important in the household.
The action of the father is surprising – it might not be applauded by the audience, after all (they might think) the younger son had got what he deserved. Yet Jesus hits a nerve with the story, what father really would not welcome his son home?
The story unfolds with the characters developing one at a time. Firstly, we see the younger son, headstrong and 
Then the father whom we only caught a glimpse of at the beginning appears. And we see the importance of the father’s love over the social context.

Then the elder son joins in, and now we see the justifiable outrage. 

If you look at the story carefully you can see that the younger son disappears from the tale quite quickly and the Father and elder son take over, with the servant’s message building up the tension.  When looking at these stories we need to be very careful to spot the important parts. In this one the attitudes of the father and the elder son are vitally important. It could be suggested that the Father is a metaphor for a forgiving God.


Themes
Compassion: The characters in this story show different views of compassion. The ‘lost’ son does not expect the father’s compassion, the other son does not expect it. Why do you think that the father behaved in this way?
Forgiveness: The ‘lost’ son does not actually ask for forgiveness he says to his father ‘I have sinned…’ One of the ways to think about sin is to think about the ways in which, or reasons why, we make choices. Very often we need to ask forgiveness for the reason why we did something not that we did something – though we do find ourselves quite often having to think of both!
 
Questions:
Would you have responded like the father in the story?
Could the father have responded another way? Was his response the best one? 
How does the father show the forgiveness even though this has not been asked for?
Do you think that the elder son was right to be angry? Why?

If characters in the story represent real people or groups of people, who might they be?
(The notes suggest that the Father might be a metaphor for God. Think about some of Jesus’ other comments about Pharisees and about his disciples)
 
	Part 3: 

	Reflection
In our story the older son does not think that it is fair for his brother to be greeted with a celebration.

Do things that seem unfair happen to all of us?

You could give examples of situations which you find unfair

What things are unfair?

Why are they unfair?

What could you do that would make them fair again?
	Prayer

God of forgiveness
 
You have given us the great Easter story to show the great forgiveness that can be found in the world and was heard in the words of Jesus ‘Father forgive them…’

Give us the strength to forgive, however it might make us feel or however difficult it may be so that through our forgiveness everyone might feel your love.

Amen


Laying the table

Lay the table to show celebrations. Include as many objects as you can think of… cards, cakes, candles, presents, flowers, what else can the children think of? Why do these things work like they do?
	Part 3: Extension   The Lost Sheep Luke 15: 1-7

	A bit more from the Bible:  
One day when many tax collectors and other outcasts came to listen to Jesus, the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law started grumbling, “This man welcomes outcasts and even eats with them!” So Jesus told them this parable: 

“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them — what do you do? You leave the other ninety-nine sheep in the pasture and go looking for the one that got lost until you find it. When you find it, you are so happy that you put it on your shoulders and carry it back home. Then you call your friends and neighbours together and say to them, ‘I am so happy I found my lost sheep. Let us celebrate!’ In the same way, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine respectable people who do not need to repent.

	Notes

This story is very famous. There are very many versions many of which concentrate on the quest to find the sheep rather than the joy of the shepherd on finding the sheep. Again, we find the idea of sin coming up again. In this story the roles found in the lost son are changed. The joy is the same, but it is the shepherd who seeks the sheep rather than the sheep realising that it has made some kind of wrong choice.


A few more Questions:
It is easy to see how a son might ask for forgiveness, but can a sheep ask for forgiveness?
Is the story mainly about the sheep? Or about the shepherd? In the early versions of the New Testament the stories did not have titles. What would you call this story?

What kinds of things does Jesus want us to think about the shepherd by telling us this story?
Some things to do: 
These stories make very good cartoons, try to make some for yourself. There are some lovely images to draw, in particular think about the expressions on characters’ faces. You will also need to think very carefully about what you might put into speech bubbles.
The Lost son story also suits the use of hotseating – this would make a lovely presentation for worship and is likely to have much more impact than a simple play or drama. You do need to hotseat all 3 characters.

_________________________________________
	Part 4:  Jairus' Daughter Luke 8: 41-56 (Mt 9.18-26; Mk 5.21-43)

	Bible Reading  

Then a man named Jairus arrived; he was an official in the local synagogue. He threw himself down at Jesus' feet and begged him to go to his home, because his only daughter, who was twelve years old, was dying. 

As Jesus went along, the people were crowding him from every side. Among them was a woman who had suffered from severe bleeding for twelve years; she had spent all she had on doctors, but no one had been able to cure her. She came up in the crowd behind Jesus and touched the edge of his cloak, and her bleeding stopped at once. Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” 

Everyone denied it, and Peter said, “Master, the people are all round you and crowding in on you.” 

But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for I knew it when power went out of me.” The woman saw that she had been found out, so she came trembling and threw herself at Jesus' feet. There in front of everybody, she told him why she had touched him and how she had been healed at once. Jesus said to her, “My daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace.” 

While Jesus was saying this, a messenger came from the official's house. “Your daughter has died,” he told Jairus; “don't bother the Teacher any longer.” 

But Jesus heard it and said to Jairus, “Don't be afraid; only believe, and she will be well.” 

When he arrived at the house, he would not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John, and James, and the child's father and mother. Everyone there was crying and mourning for the child. Jesus said, “Don't cry; the child is not dead — she is only sleeping!” 

They all laughed at him, because they knew that she was dead. But Jesus took her by the hand and called out, “Get up, my child!” Her life returned, and she got up at once, and Jesus ordered them to give her something to eat. Her parents were astounded, but Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone what had happened.

	Notes

This story is quite unusual in the gospels. It is found in Matthew Mark and Luke; known as the synoptic gospels. 
There are two people who show their faith in Jesus, two people of very different backgrounds. Jairus is a man of some power and authority yet he comes begging Jesus to help. In this story, as in the parable of the lost son we see the dramatic importance of a father’s love. The woman is equally desperate but has no resources or authority, women had little or no independence and a woman in her position would be very vulnerable so it would have taken some courage to approach Jesus. Indeed, this is what we see, she approaches with stealth but remains faithful and Jesus acknowledges this when he discovers that she has touched him.
But this is not good news for Jairus as it holds Jesus up in his walk to Jairus’ house –Mark’s version makes this very clear. 
This delay is fatal and Jesus arrives too late…

Having built up all this tension, the ending of the story comes as a surprise. Jesus raises the little girl – and only allows Peter, John and James to witness the miracle.




Themes
Hope: Jairus hoped that Jesus would be able to help his daughter. It is likely that this hope was based on things that Jairus had heard about what Jesus was doing. Our hopes too are also based on what we know. We can give each other hope by making sure that, like Jesus, we concentrate on doing what is right and good.
Compassion: Compassion continually bubbles under the surface throughout the gospels. We see this in Jesus’ response to the need of the woman and the grief of Jairus. In our relationships compassion should always be seen in exactly the same way.
Questions:
Do you think that Jairus lost his hope when he got the message about his daughter dying?  How did Jesus keep his hope alive?
Does the bleeding woman have hope? Or does she feel that she has no choice?
These stories are known as ‘miracles’ – what do you think that a miracle is?

Do you think that miracles occur today?

Are there different kinds of miracles?
	Part 4: 

	Reflection

What is it that you hope for?
Our hope is not the same as wishing. We hope because we have a reason to do so. 
What things give us hope?

Make a list of these things
How many of these reasons do we share?
Are some reasons more important than others?

Which ones?

Is there a most important reason?
	Prayer

Lord of hope,

You have made the miracle of the world, the miracle of friends, the miracle of ourselves.
Be with us in our hope that through our hands you will do many more miracles which will bring your hope and love to everyone that we meet.
Amen


Laying the table
The story involves two miracles of healing. Include some examples of modern medicine in your table. You may choose to use pictures or images or objects – empty examples of medicine for instance. An alternative could be to create a whole medical scenario using models or figures, or even LEGO.
	Part 4: Extension Jesus Heals a Roman Officer's Servant Luke 7: 1-10 (Mt 8.5-13) 

	A bit more from the Bible:  
When Jesus had finished saying all these things to the people, he went to Capernaum. A Roman officer there had a servant who was very dear to him; the man was sick and about to die. When the officer heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to ask him to come and heal his servant. They came to Jesus and begged him earnestly, “This man really deserves your help. He loves our people and he himself built a synagogue for us.” 

So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the officer sent friends to tell him, “Sir, don't trouble yourself. I do not deserve to have you come into my house, neither do I consider myself worthy to come to you in person. Just give the order, and my servant will get well. I, too, am a man placed under the authority of superior officers, and I have soldiers under me. I order this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes; I order that one, ‘Come!’ and he comes; and I order my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.” 

Jesus was surprised when he heard this; he turned round and said to the crowd following him, “I tell you, I have never found faith like this, not even in Israel!” 

The messengers went back to the officer's house and found his servant well.
	Notes

A very striking miracle story which shows us something of Jesus’ priorities. In this healing miracle we do not meet the person who is sick at all. Alongside the actual miracle we also see something of the social situation of the time. We see from the story that the Roman officials and the Jewish authorities were on reasonably good terms. It is through the Jewish leaders that the officer comes to Jesus which must also mean that Jesus was (at this time) on reasonably good terms with the Jewish leaders at least in Capernaum.

The miracle itself depends on faith but it is not religious faith as such – it is faith in Jesus. But note that the Officer does not appear either – it is his friends who bring his message and his friends who find the healed servant.



A few more Questions:
Why do people lose hope?
What can we do to give them hope?

Did the Roman Official have hope in Jesus? Or was he confident in what would happen? Why did the Official think this?

Some things to do:
Look up the story of Jairus’ daughter and the poorly woman in Matthew and Mark. How are the stories different? 2 of them are very similar. Why do you think that Matthew’s version is so much shorter?

Explore some of the ways in which charities try to bring hope into the lives of those who have little or no hope. 
	Part 5: Jesus in Galilee Luke 4: 14-39 (Mt 4.12-17; Mk 1.14-15) (Mt 13.53-58; Mk 6.1-6)

	A bit more from the Bible:  

Then Jesus returned to Galilee, and the power of the Holy Spirit was with him. The news about him spread throughout all that territory. He taught in the synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

Then Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath he went as usual to the synagogue. He stood up to read the Scriptures and was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it is written: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind; 

to set free the oppressed and announce that the time has come when the Lord will save his people.” 

Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. All the people in the synagogue had their eyes fixed on him, as he said to them, “This passage of scripture has come true today, as you heard it being read.” 

They were all well impressed with him and marvelled at the eloquent words that he spoke. They said, “Isn't he the son of Joseph?” 


	Notes

The events of this part of the gospel deal with very adult themes.
As in a number of the readings from Luke in Easter this one has a strong focus on the theme of prophecy from the Old Testament. It could be said that Jesus was being boastful or arrogant in this story. The scroll that Jesus read uses the word ‘me’ and he makes it apply to him when he says, “This passage of scripture has come true today, as you heard it being read.”
The picture of the scene is very dramatic with all the people watching Jesus. And then the astonishment of the people and their recognition of the family from which Jesus came. The son of a carpenter might well not be expected to speak with such authority in the synagogue.


Themes
Humility: This depends on us having a realistic understanding of our gifts and abilities. We need to be sure about why we are doing what we are doing in order to be humble. When we are not confident about ourselves and what we are doing we tend to become defensive and hide our true selves – then we cannot be truly humble.
Koinonia:  In this reading we see Jesus taking an important place in the community by reading in the synagogue. Our communities all have activities that show that we belong these can range from playing parts in teams, creating works of art or making choices and decisions on behalf of the whole community.
Questions
Do you think that Jesus was being arrogant or boastful? Why?
Should the people in the synagogue have been surprised that a carpenter’s son could read so well? Does it matter whose family you come from?

What are the things that happen in school that help us to know that we have a place in the community? Are there some other things that you could do to help people to see how special each of us is?
	  Part 5 

	  Reflection

Think about yourself for a moment.

What is special about you?

What are your gifts and special things that you can do?
In a quiet moment imagine yourself in front of a crowd of people…
· What are you doing?
· What do the people see?

· What do they hear?
What are they left thinking when you have finished?
	Prayer

Lord who made us all,

When we look at your world, we see all the wonders that you have made. 
Help us to look at ourselves and see what is wonderful in ourselves. Guide us as we grow, to nurture the special gifts that we have been given and to nurture the special gifts that you have given to others.
Amen


Laying the table

Many of the readings from the Easter season have been concerned with prophesy and the fulfilment of the words of the Old Testament. You could make your focus table show this by including some scrolls and other symbols from the Jewish heritage which show stages in the story from the creation through to the resurrection of Jesus. Older children could research some of the passages from the Old Testament which traditionally look forward to Christ.
	 Part 5:– Extension  Miraculous catch of fish Luke 5: 1-11 (Mt 4.18-22; Mk 1.16-20)

	A bit more from the Bible:  
One day Jesus was standing on the shore of Lake Gennesaret while the people pushed their way up to him to listen to the word of God. He saw two boats pulled up on the beach; the fishermen had left them and were washing the nets. Jesus got into one of the boats — it belonged to Simon — and asked him to push off a little from the shore. Jesus sat in the boat and taught the crowd. 

When he finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Push the boat out further to the deep water, and you and your partners let down your nets for a catch.” 

“Master,” Simon answered, “we worked hard all night long and caught nothing. But if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

They let them down and caught such a large number of fish that the nets were about to break. 

So they motioned to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. They came and filled both boats so full of fish that the boats were about to sink. When Simon Peter saw what had happened, he fell on his knees before Jesus and said, “Go away from me, Lord! I am a sinful man!” 

He and the others with him were all amazed at the large number of fish they had caught. The same was true of Simon's partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. Jesus said to Simon, “Don't be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 

They pulled the boats up on the beach, left everything, and followed Jesus.
	Notes

A dramatic miracle where we again we see people being astonished at Jesus. But this time not because of the way in which Jesus places himself in the community but by the way in which he demonstrates his power.
The story begins with the great picture of Jesus’ popularity with the crowd, so much so that he needs to climb into a boat to make room for all the people. 
As we have seen before Luke’s knack for storytelling appears in the arrival of the unexpected. The seemingly innocent suggestion of fishing is not warmly greeted by Simon – but they lower the nets anyway.

Then the unexpected happens, a huge catch of fish. Not just a catch to contradict Simon’s pessimism but a super-abundance of fish.
The miracle has a great effect on Simon who recognises something special in Jesus and indeed is prompted to see that this is a sign of God, and then ‘confesses’ that he is sinful. Just like the younger son in our reading from part 3.   

Don’t forget that Simon (another name for Peter) James and John heard what Jesus was saying in the boat before the miracle This amazement at the teaching and power of Jesus is the beginning of the journey of faith for these three disciples.


A few more Questions
More traditional translations of the Bible make a better play on words – rather than saying ‘… you will be catching people…’ Jesus is recorded as saying ‘I will make you fishers of men’. What do you think that Jesus means by this?
What feeling(s) do you think prompted Peter to fall on his knees?

Why did the three fishermen follow Jesus? Would you have followed him?

Some things to do
Think about your school worship. How could you plan it so that everyone in the community can be valued for themselves and the contributions that they can make?
Look again at Luke 9: 28-36 and Luke 8: 40-56. Which disciples did Jesus take with him? Why might this be so?
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