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The Bible in Worship: Ascension/Pentecost in Luke

This short season complements the Easter Season material and as such can be added on to the end of the Easter season. You might wish slot it in if Easter and Pentecost come particularly early as in 2016.

With one exception the Bible readings all come from the book of Acts which as has previously been noted is commonly thought to come from the same pen as Luke’s Gospel. Throughout we have assumed that Luke wrote both and so you will find references to Luke as the writer. The exception is the fabulous tale of the valley of dry bones which we could just not resist putting in …
This season (and the next) is very appropriate for inviting visitors from different denominations of Christianity. These seasons show us the beginnings of the church. Exploring some of the differences and similarities between various Christian communities and how these reflect the ways in which people understand their common faith can help us to understand our own faith better.

As always do change or adapt the material to suit your own context.

Suggestions for music could be anything which has wind or fire in the title though this is a little tenuous! You could also use music that is played on wind instruments, perhaps a little less tenuous.  Perhaps, as in one or two other places in our project, this is a good time to use natural sounds – wind in particular. A more concrete suggestion would be some of the Adiemus music of Karl Jenkins, somewhat esoteric and literally sung in tongues – the words have no meaning.

	Part 1:  The Ascension  Acts 1: 6-11 (Mk 16.19-20; Lk 24.50-53)

	Bible Reading:  
 When the apostles met together with Jesus, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time give the Kingdom back to Israel?” Jesus said to them, “The times and occasions are set by my Father's own authority, and it is not for you to know when they will be. But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After saying this, he was taken up to heaven as they watched him, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They still had their eyes fixed on the sky as he went away, when two men dressed in white suddenly stood beside them and said, “Galileans, why are you standing there looking up at the sky? This Jesus, who was taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way that you saw him go to heaven.”
	Notes

In this we see the apostles again expressing their belief that Jesus is the expected Messiah who will recreate the kingdom in Israel. Just as Peter said in Luke 9:20 – ‘You are God’s Messiah.’
As in so many places Jesus comes up with the unexpected. It is not an earthly kingdom that is to be given but the Holy Spirit. Yet even as Israel (the Jews) had been waiting for many years even the Apostles still had to wait. This is brought out a little more strongly in the last words of Luke’s Gospel.

And then the Ascension happens. Jesus is taken to heaven and then two figures appear.
Their question is two pronged: firstly, suggesting that the disciples are wasting their time by simply gazing. Then the tantalising idea of Jesus coming back – descending from Heaven to Earth. 


Values
Endurance: The people of Israel had waited for many years for their Messiah, showing great patience and endurance. This was through many dramatic events such as being taken into exile and the story of Judas Maccabeus and Hanukah. The disciples felt part of this long wait, which is why they asked their first question. The disciples felt that the wait was almost over, sometimes this can be the most demanding part of waiting.
Trust: This whole story is based in trust. Jesus demands trust from his disciples, and it is through their trust in him that the coming part of the tale happens at all. If the disciples had not trusted what Jesus had told them then the story would not have unfolded as it did. What parts of your life have worked out well because you were prepared to trust others?
Questions
Who do you think were the men in white?

Is Heaven really ‘up’?

What is Heaven anyway?

Do you think that that the apostles were disappointed that Jesus was not going to bring back the kingdom that they expected?
How do you feel as you come to the end of a long wait or a demanding activity such as a race or playing a difficult piece of music?
	Part 1 

	Reflection

· How high can you reach?
· How high can you see?

· How high can you think?

· No matter how high we go do we ever reach heaven?
(Think about planets and spacecraft)
Sometimes we use the idea of ‘high’ to mean best’. We talk of aiming high and getting the highest score. We do many wonderful things in our school, let’s reflect on those things for a moment …
· What brings out the best in us?

· What are the high things in our school? 

· What makes us heavenly?


	Prayer

Heavenly Father,
Jesus gave us pictures and glimpses of what your kingdom might be like. A kingdom of compassion where we love our neighbours as ourselves.

Be with us, we pray, as we try to follow your guidance so that we can make your kingdom real in our world and show everyone a tiny glimpse of heaven.
Amen


Setting the Table
Think about Heaven and the good things that are found there. Turn your focus table into a ‘mini-heaven’. Find items or symbols which represent heaven and build them into a display.
Look at Revelation 22: 1-5 and 21: 9 – 27 and Colossians 1: 5 for some Biblical ideas and add ideas of your own about what heaven is like.
	Part 1: Extension Luke 24: 50-53 (Mk 16.19-20; Acts 1.9-11) 

	A bit more from the Bible: 
Jesus is Taken Up to Heaven 

Then he led them out of the city as far as Bethany, where he raised his hands and blessed them. As he was blessing them, he departed from them and was taken up into heaven. They worshipped him and went back into Jerusalem, filled with great joy, and spent all their time in the Temple giving thanks to God.

	Notes

These are the last words of Luke. They do not quite give the same impression as the opening of Acts. However, notice that the theme of worship is still present. We do not find many references to Jesus being worshipped in the New Testament – these are two of the most important ones. 


 More Questions:
Looking at these words, are they an end to the story or are they an appetite-whetter for the next episode?
What do you think that the reading means by ‘they worshipped him’? What did this worship look like? Did they suddenly sit down on the hilltop and have an assembly?

Some things to do
Pretend that you are Luke and see if you can write an end to the Gospel that would immediately make you want to go out and get the next volume.  

See if you can find some of the other places in the New Testament where Jesus is worshipped.
__________________________________________

	Part 2: Pentecost – the coming of the Spirit Acts 2 : 1-13 

	Bible Reading  

When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one place. Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched each person there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak. 

There were Jews living in Jerusalem, religious people who had come from every country in the world. When they heard this noise, a large crowd gathered. They were all excited, because each one of them heard the believers speaking in his or her own language. In amazement and wonder they exclaimed, “These people who are talking like this are Galileans! How is it, then, that all of us hear them speaking in our own native languages? We are from Parthia, Media, and Elam; from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia; from Pontus and Asia, from Phrygia and Pamphylia, from Egypt and the regions of Libya near Cyrene. Some of us are from Rome, both Jews and Gentiles converted to Judaism, and some of us are from Crete and Arabia — yet all of us hear them speaking in our own languages about the great things that God has done!” Amazed and confused, they kept asking each other, “What does this mean?” 

But others made fun of the believers, saying, “These people are drunk!”
	Notes

Pentecost is the 50th day after the Passover (pent .. as in pentagon). So, in the Christian calendar it always comes a fixed time after Easter. It commemorates this astonishing story from the beginning of Acts. The Holy Spirit comes as fire and wind to the gathered disciples. Notice that these are all believers – not just the (now) twelve Apostles. (See Acts 12:23-26) There are echoes of Moses’ burning bush here, the believers didn’t get burned up any more than the bush did; and the wind, or breath of God. The Trinity is complete in the fulfilling of the promises of God the father and the promise of Jesus. Not only that but also the promise of John the Baptist in Luke 3:16, is this his foretelling that Jesus will baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire?
The picture of the bewildered visitors to Jerusalem is almost funny, and another example of the touches of skilful storytelling that Luke brings to us.
In the final words we find the thoughts of the sceptics – the disciples are drunk! 


Themes
Wisdom: One of the vital dimensions in learning, understanding, knowledge and wisdom is language. Without the ability to communicate we can neither pass on our own learning nor learn from others. In becoming wise our ability to share grows, and in this story we can see the Holy Spirit breaking down one of the most significant limits to the way in which we use our wisdom.  
Community: This is the beginning of the community of Christians. The word ‘Christian’ is not actually found in the New Testament. Through the later parts of the New Testament all the writers are clear that the communities are followers of Jesus Christ, but there are also many mentions of the Holy Spirit as empowering the community of believers. This is when people began to work out the idea of the Trinity as how God is seen in the world.
Questions:

The Disciples were able to speak different languages – why do you think that this gift was given by the Holy Spirit?
Was the giving of different languages a miracle? Why? – Or – Why not?
	 Part 2: 

	Reflection

We are all different but we all work, play and learn together. 
There are many things that we share too…

For a moment talk to your partners and think of a list of things that we share… 

Pause
Now think of some things that are different about us or mean that we can find it difficult to work together
Pause (This could be an opportunity to consider unhelpful behaviour or cultural/ethnic issues)
What gift(s) from the Holy Spirit would help us to understand each other better and so be able to make our community (our koinonia) stronger?  
Gather everyone’s ideas together
	Prayer

Lord of our Community,
You have made us to work, play and learn together. 
Help us all, we pray, to share our learning and understanding so that we can become stronger as a community.
Amen.


Laying the table

Pentecost is the great festival of the coming of the Holy Spirit. This is when we see the complete Trinity clearly for the first time. It is quite easy to picture God as Father, and very easy to picture Christ – there is so much to read in the Gospels. The Holy Spirit is more difficult, so symbols are often used instead. This story uses fire and wind and the Baptism of Jesus has a dove. Add these symbols to your focus and supplement these with ideas for symbols of your own. There are some helpful images available on the internet.
	Part 2: Extension The beginnings of Luke 1: 1-4 and Acts 1: 1-5

	Luke 1:1-4  
Dear Theophilus: 

Many people have done their best to write a report of the things that have taken place among us. They wrote what we have been told by those who saw these things from the beginning and who proclaimed the message.  And so, your Excellency, because I have carefully studied all these matters from their beginning, I thought it would be good to write an orderly account for you. I do this so that you will know the full truth about everything which you have been taught.
	Acts 1:1-5
Dear Theophilus: 

In my first book I wrote about all the things that Jesus did and taught from the time he began his work until the day he was taken up to heaven. Before he was taken up, he gave instructions by the power of the Holy Spirit to the men he had chosen as his apostles. For 40 days after his death he appeared to them many times in ways that proved beyond doubt that he was alive. They saw him, and he talked with them about the Kingdom of God. And when they came together, he gave them this order: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift I told you about, the gift my Father promised. 

John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”


A few more Questions:
Think about the Bible readings above. What are the similarities and differences between them?
Do they make you think that Luke and Acts are by the same person?

Theophilus means ‘lover of God’. Do you think that this is a real individual person, or might it be a way of saying that the book is for everyone who loves God?
Some things to do
Explore some of the appearings of fire in the Old Testament- try Exodus 19:18, 1 Kings 18: 38. Read a little before and after these references to get the full stories. What others can you find? You could use the BibleGateway to search for key words.
The story of the coming of the Holy Spirit gives us some indication of how far people travelled in the ancient times. See if you can find the places mentioned in the story and make a map of where they are. Include this in your focus. What are these places called now?

Bring together some people who speak different languages – what does it sound like when they all talk at the same time?
Read the story of the tower of Babel (Babylon) in Genesis 11: 1 – 9. Some people think that the story in Acts shows that God, through the Holy Spirit, has ‘unmixed’ the languages again and so take us back to the beginning, closer to the original relationships between people and God. 
What do you think?
	Part 3: Peter Speaks out Acts 2: 14 - 36

	Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak to the crowd: “Fellow-Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let me tell you what this means. These people are not drunk, as you suppose; it is only nine o'clock in the morning. Instead, this is what the prophet Joel spoke about: 

‘This is what I will do in the last days, God says:

I will pour out my Spirit on everyone. 

Your sons and daughters will proclaim my message; 

your young men will see visions, 

and your old men will have dreams. 

Yes, even on my servants, both men and women, 

I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

and they will proclaim my message …
“Listen to these words, fellow-Israelites! Jesus of Nazareth was a man whose divine authority was clearly proven to you by all the miracles and wonders which God performed through him. You yourselves know this, for it happened here among you. In accordance with his own plan God had already decided that Jesus would be handed over to you; and you killed him by letting sinful men crucify him. But God raised him from death, setting him free from its power, because it was impossible that death should hold him prisoner. 

For David said about him: 

‘I saw the Lord before me at all times; 

he is near me, and I will not be troubled …

And I, mortal though I am, 

will rest assured in hope, 

because you will not abandon me in the world of the dead …
You have shown me the paths that lead to life, 

and your presence will fill me with joy.’ 

“My fellow-Israelites, I must speak to you plainly about our famous ancestor King David. He died and was buried, and his grave is here with us to this very day. He was a prophet, and he knew what God had promised him: God had made a vow that he would make one of David's descendants a king, just as David was. David saw what God was going to do in the future, and so he spoke about the resurrection of the Messiah… All the people of Israel, then, are to know for sure that this Jesus, whom you crucified, is the one that God has made Lord and Messiah!”
	Notes
Here we have the first recorded sermon of Christianity. Peter starts by answering the jeering sceptics. Then, just as at the beginning of the Gospel of Luke we find echoes of the Old Testament. The prophesies of Joel and David being seen in the lives of Jesus and the disciples. At the beginning of the Gospel the Holy Spirit comes on Mary and then Jesus is born – in Acts the Holy Spirit comes upon the disciples and the Church is born…
Peter uses the Old Testament words and the life of Jesus to help the listeners to understand what is happening. This is rather like the way that the stranger (Jesus) spoke to Cleopas and his friend when they were walking to Emmaus.

As we try to follow the story of the beginning of the Christian Church it is very important to notice the last words of Peter here. He is talking to the Jewish people, the people of Israel. 


Themes
Reverence: In the deepest sense this speech of Peter’s brings out the greatest respect (reverence) for God. Peter picks out the underlying layer of the whole of the story of God’s working through the Old and New Testaments – a seamless web of promise and fulfilment, including God’s promise of the Messiah and Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit.
Hope: What is hope? Our hopes are made out of many different things what we know, what we believe, who we trust, what we want, what we understand. In this story we see an important change in the way that people understood God and the beginning of the Christian hope for the setting up of the Kingdom of God.
 
Questions:
Do you think that Jesus’ miracles prove that he had ‘divine authority’?
When you hear the words from Joel about visions, dreams and the ‘pouring-out’ of the Spirit do you think that he was predicting the events about the Holy Spirit as Peter says?
	 Part 3: 

	Reflection
Show some pictures of good things – this could be food or people playing games or indeed anything that has a positive feel. You could do this with a PowerPoint as the school assembles.

We have been looking at some pictures – now close your eyes. Can you still see the pictures?

What sort of things do we like to see?
What do we want to see?

Are these our visions?

Where do we get our visions from?

What sorts of visions do you think that God wants us to have?

Pause to share your ideas with each other
Gather these ideas if you wish

Pick your favourite idea and now in a moment of silence picture this idea and turn it into your own vision.
	Prayer

Almighty God,
We all have dreams and hopes. We pray that you will give us dreams and hopes that will guide us through your Holy Spirit and show us the way to become the people that you want us to be.
Help us to choose to work and learn so that we might bring these hopes to reality.
Amen


Laying the table

Think back over all of the stories from the Bible that you know, what sorts of visions and ideas do these stories give you? What do they make you think of? Here are some examples from this year.
· Luke 6: 37-42 Judging others – mote & beam

· Luke 6: 46-49  The 2 builders

· Luke 10:25-37 The Good Samaritan

· Luke 12: 16-24 The Foolish Farmer

· Luke 14: 16-24 The Great Feast

· Luke 19: 1-10 Zacchaeus

· Luke 20: 9-18 The Tenants in the Vineyard

Make some images of your visions and ideas to include in your focus table. 
	Part 3: Extension   The Rich Man and Lazarus Luke 16: 19-31

	A bit more from the Bible:  
“There was once a rich man who dressed in the most expensive clothes and lived in great luxury every day. There was also a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who used to be brought to the rich man's door, hoping to eat the bits of food that fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs would come and lick his sores.
The poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the feast in heaven. The rich man died and was buried, and in Hades, where he was in great pain, he looked up and saw Abraham, far away, with Lazarus at his side. So he called out, ‘Father Abraham! Take pity on me, and send Lazarus to dip his finger in some water and cool my tongue, because I am in great pain in this fire!’ 

“But Abraham said, ‘Remember, my son, that in your lifetime you were given all the good things, while Lazarus got all the bad things. But now he is enjoying himself here, while you are in pain. Besides all that, there is a deep pit lying between us, so that those who want to cross over from here to you cannot do so, nor can anyone cross over to us from where you are.’ The rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, father Abraham, send Lazarus to my father's house, where I have five brothers. Let him go and warn them so that they, at least, will not come to this place of pain.’ 

“Abraham said, ‘Your brothers have Moses and the prophets to warn them; your brothers should listen to what they say.’ The rich man answered, ‘That is not enough, father Abraham! But if someone were to rise from death and go to them, then they would turn from their sins.’ But Abraham said, ‘If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone were to rise from death.’ ”
	Notes

In this parable Jesus gives a vivid (and rather scary) picture of how our relationship with the world is reflected in our hope for a future life. (Note that this is not the same Lazarus whom Jesus raised from the dead in Luke).
The story has a fairly simple message about greed and the plight of the poor. The story is set in an almost nightmare world of fire and pits. It is almost a description of Tolkein’s Mordor!

Implied in the story is the suggestion that the rich man should have taken account of the words of the prophets and Moses and had compassion for Lazarus. This is why the rich man askes Abraham to send a message to his brothers. This is a dramatic moment where Jesus points out that the prophets had been telling people repeatedly about God’s love and the need to care for the poor (e.g.Deut 15:11). Then there is the sting in the tail, ‘…they will not be convinced even if someone were to rise from death.’ Is Jesus predicting his own resurrection here? 
 


One big question:
Read Deuteronomy 15: 11 – from one of the ‘Books of Moses’ There will always be some Israelites who are poor and in need, and so I command you to be generous to them and Isaiah 58:7 … Share your food with the hungry and open your homes to the homeless poor. Give clothes to those who have nothing to wear …
And Isaiah 61: 1 The Sovereign Lord has filled me with his Spirit. He has chosen me and sent me To bring good news to the poor, To heal the broken-hearted, To announce release to captives And freedom to those in prison.
These are the words of Moses and the prophets. Do you think that the rich man had any excuse for not helping Lazarus? 
Some things to do: 
What can you find out about Hades the Greek ‘underworld’? You could start with the tale of Persephone or Orpheus and Eurydice, Heracles gets in there too….
Look back at the beginning of Luke’s Gospel to see the importance of the Holy Spirit there. How does it compare with the Holy Spirit at the beginning of Acts?

_________________________________________
	Part 4:  Pentecost The Valley of Dry Bones Ezekiel 37 : 1-14

	Bible Reading  

I felt the powerful presence of the Lord, and his spirit took me and set me down in a valley where the ground was covered with bones. He led me all round the valley, and I could see that there were very many bones and that they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal man, can these bones come back to life?” 

I replied, “Sovereign Lord, only you can answer that!” 

He said, “Prophesy to the bones. Tell these dry bones to listen to the word of the Lord. Tell them that I, the Sovereign Lord, am saying to them: I am going to put breath into you and bring you back to life. I will give you sinews and muscles, and cover you with skin. I will put breath into you and bring you back to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.” 

So I prophesied as I had been told. While I was speaking, I heard a rattling noise, and the bones began to join together. While I watched, the bones were covered with sinews and muscles, and then with skin. But there was no breath in the bodies. 

God said to me, “Mortal man, prophesy to the wind. 

Tell the wind that the Sovereign Lord commands it to come from every direction, to breathe into these dead bodies, and to bring them back to life.” 

So I prophesied as I had been told. Breath entered the bodies, and they came to life and stood up. There were enough of them to form an army. 

God said to me, “Mortal man, the people of Israel are like these bones. They say that they are dried up, without any hope and with no future. So prophesy to my people Israel and tell them that I, the Sovereign Lord, am going to open their graves. I am going to take them out and bring them back to the land of Israel … I will put my breath in them, bring them back to life, and let them live in their own land. Then they will know that I am the Lord. I have promised that I would do this — and I will. I, the Lord, have spoken.”
	Notes

In this tremendous story from the Old Testament we read the words of one of the many prophets of the Old Testament of which we have heard so much about in the Easter season. And in this story, we also see one of the appearences of the spirit of God in the Old Testament. ‘Prophesy’ here means ‘speak the word of the Lord to’ – in fact just what is said in the next sentence! The next sentence says very clearly what a prophet is – one who speaks what God is saying to them.

The rattling and shifting bones, followed by sinews and muscles are a tremendous image, and form a vivid image of the detail which God brings to the building up of his people.

One of the great themes of this story is breath and wind, notice that Ezekiel is given the (slightly strange) instruction to prophesy (speak) to the wind and then this breathes into the bodies. The wind becomes the breath and it is at this point that life comes to the bodies.
The story explains itself at this point. The voice of God speaks to Ezekiel to explain the meaning of the picture of the dry bones becoming an army. God’s breath will blow into the people and will give them strength and new life. We talk of being inspired when we have new ideas or a new vision for something. One of the meanings of inspiration is that of ‘breathing in’, in these stories it genuinely is God’s breath that gives us our vision and creativity. 


Themes
Hope: Hope is an essential part of the Christian story. This reading from Ezekiel shows clearly that, for the Christian, hope lies with God and that through the life-giving spirit that God gives we can find our hope, strength and indeed life itself.
Creation: There are many Bible stories in which we see the forces of nature being controlled by God: the flood in the Old Testament and the calming of the storm in the New Testament. (Genesis 6: 17 – 9: 15, Matthew 8: 14) This is not a historical story but a vision yet here again the nature is an essential – showing the continuing relationship between God and the created world itself.
Questions:
How would you feel if God spoke to you?

What would you do if God asked you to do something which seems a bit strange such as to speak to the wind!?
What inspires you?
	Part 4: 

	Reflection

Imagine that you are walking in the desert
It is dry and very hot; dust rises in grey clouds from your feet as you walk.

You stop and gaze out over the landscape in front of you, the sun glares off the ground almost blinding your sight.

The day gets hotter, your clothes cling to your body.

It is almost unbearable - you almost feel that you cannot carry on. It is too much.
Then … a breeze, a cool breeze. 

How did you feel on this walk? Did your feelings change when the breeze blew?
	Prayer

Father God,
Your word, The Bible gives us many picture and stories of the greatest of these stories and happenings being the Gospels of your Son, Jesus Christ. Help us to understand the example of Jesus more fully as we grow and through your Spirit give us the strength to follow his example.

Amen


Laying the table
Think about the good things that the wind brings: rain, warmth, power … find some objects to stand for these things. Mix these things in with the symbols for the Holy Spirit from part 2. You may wish to extend these ides by encouraging the children to come up with their own ideas for symbols for the Holy Spirit. These too could be included. 
	Part 4: Extension From Romans Romans 15: 13 - 16

	A bit more from the Bible:  
May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to grow by the power of the Holy Spirit. My brothers and sisters, I myself feel sure that you are full of goodness, that you have all knowledge, and that you are able to teach one another. But in this letter I have been quite bold about certain subjects of which I have reminded you. I have been bold because of the privilege God has given me of being a servant of Christ Jesus to work for the Gentiles. I serve like a priest in preaching the Good News from God, in order that the Gentiles may be an offering acceptable to God, dedicated to him by the Holy Spirit.
	Notes

These words are drawn from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. It gives us some indication of how the very early church understood the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that enables our values (hope, joy, peace…). Paul also tells us that because he is a ‘servant’ of Jesus he is ‘bold’. He is confident in what he has had to say because of his faith in the stories and words of Jesus. 
In his last sentence Paul mentions the ‘Gentiles’ of whom we will learn more in our next season…


A few more Questions:
Paul mentions serving ‘like a priest’. What do you think that a priest is?

Why do you think that Paul not say that he is a priest?

What gives you confidence or makes you ‘bold’?
Some things to do:
Look for some of the songs which have celebrated this part of the Christian story in the past, try these:
· Breathe on me breath of God
· Father, Lord of all creation

· Love divine, all loves excelling

· Lord the light of your love (Shine, Jesus, Shine)

· Holy Spirit. Lord of grace

An exploration of hymns through the church’s past is an interesting and profitable project. These examples go back to the 17th Century. One of the things that stands out strongly in these songs is their expression of the Trinity.

This is an appropriate time to engage in multi-faith conversation if that can be arranged. The conversation could well be based around the question: ‘What gives you hope?’
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