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The Bible in Worship: Advent in Luke

The readings form an exciting story with a number of protagonists. As usual it is acceptable to use children’s Bible versions BUT in this case you may find that the text conflates Luke and Matthew. In the spirit of this project it is important that the story from Luke is adhered to carefully. Older children (KS2), in particular, should be able to be clear in their distinctions between the work of Mathew and Luke.

The season of Advent needs a great deal of patience, it is too easy to drop into Christmas early; especially with the demands of productions and concerts to practice for! Waiting for the birth of a child is more than a metaphor here; it simply cannot be hurried – we should adopt the same approach to Advent. Christmas in Church year begins with Christmas day, the stories of Christmas are those which develop our understanding of the birth of Jesus.
The season does not have a Christmas section as such. The text of Luke’s story of the birth of Jesus is included with notes but there is a huge range of Christmas resources and it does not seem, at this point, appropriate to add to the cornucopia. Our intention is to encourage engagement with Advent. As with the other seasons in the Bible in Worship Project it is divided into nominal ‘parts’, they form a sequence, but they can be used stand alone or in any combination. 

	Part 1:  Angels and Priests Luke 1: 5-24

	Bible Reading:  Zechariah and the Angel
During the time when Herod was king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife's name was Elizabeth; she also belonged to a priestly family. They both lived good lives in God's sight and obeyed fully all the Lord's laws and commands. They had no children because Elizabeth could not have any, and she and Zechariah were both very old. One day Zechariah was doing his work as a priest in the Temple, taking his turn in the daily service. According to the custom followed by the priests, he was chosen by lot to burn incense on the altar. So he went into the Temple of the Lord, while the crowd of people outside prayed during the hour when the incense was burnt. An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right of the altar where the incense was burnt. When Zechariah saw him, he was alarmed and felt afraid. But the angel said to him, “Don't be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son. You are to name him John. How glad and happy you will be, and how happy many others will be when he is born! He will be a great man in the Lord's sight. He must not drink any wine or strong drink. From his very birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, and he will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. He will go ahead of the Lord, strong and mighty like the prophet Elijah. He will bring fathers and children together again; he will turn disobedient people back to the way of thinking of the righteous; he will get the Lord's people ready for him.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know if this is so? I am an old man, and my wife is old also.”  “I am Gabriel,” the angel answered. “I stand in the presence of God, who sent me to speak to you and tell you this good news. But you have not believed my message, which will come true at the right time. Because you have not believed, you will be unable to speak; you will remain silent until the day my promise to you comes true.” In the meantime, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he was spending such a long time in the Temple. When he came out, he could not speak to them, and so they knew that he had seen a vision in the Temple. Unable to say a word, he made signs to them with his hands. When his period of service in the Temple was over, Zechariah went back home. Some time later his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and did not leave the house for five months. 
	Notes

While many people have heard of John the Baptist, his birth is not always explored – being obscured (perhaps understandably) by that of Jesus. Yet John’s birth is captured in a story that is almost as exciting as that of Jesus. In this story we find the regularity of temple worship broken by the dramatic vision of Zechariah and his refusal to believe the angel. Like the story of Jesus’ birth the angel gives some detailed information but to John’s father not his mother. These details form a bridge between the way we see God working in the Old Testament and in the New Testament. In the Old Testament Elijah was a very important prophet and Samson was forbidden to take strong drink, and one of the critical moments of the New Testament is the coming of the Holy Spirit. In John the Old and New collide. Yet Zechariah ends up being punished by Gabriel for his disbelief – amazingly he keeps on working until his tour of duty is over!
The role of John is brought out in this story, he is to ‘go ahead of the Lord’ he will ‘get the Lord’s people ready’. These are very appropriate ideas for the season of Advent


Themes
Hope: Many of the stories found in the Bible embody the idea of hope in a person, Abraham, Moses, Deborah, Nehemiah, Jeremiah. All these figures have the common feature that they ‘point’ to God. The older figures brought hope through action Abraham made a great journey following God’s lead, Moses led the Hebrews out of Egypt, Ezekiel and Malachi brought a message of hope. John the Baptist is another figure who brought hope – looking forward to the coming Messiah (Christ).
Peace: The priest in the temple would end the daily ritual with a blessing (see the extension). The words of the blessing end with a prayer for peace. Could we bring such a prayer for peace into our worship, it could form the closing prayer just before we turn our attention to other aspects of the day.
Questions:

Do you think that you would have believed the angel? Why?
What is a blessing? Where do we find our ‘blessings’? 
Christian worship includes a blessing from the priest in just the same way as the temple worship. How do other faiths express blessing?
Advent means ‘coming’ – how do you prepare when people come to see you? How do you get ready? 
	Part 1:  Angels and Priests

	Reflection

I wonder …
Think for a moment 

What is the most amazing thing that has happened to you?

Turn to your partner and share the thing that you thought of

Was it easy to share?

How did you feel when you were sharing?

How did you feel when you were being shared with?

How would it feel if you had something fantastic to share but suddenly found that you couldn’t speak? – What would you do?
	Prayer

Lord of peace,

You have given us our friends, families and communities.

Help us to live together well, to respect each other and you.  We ask that you guide us always to seek for the gift of your peace wherever we are and to share that peace with whoever we meet.

Amen


Laying the table
Think about the role of the priests – an important part of priestly worship was the use of incense. (See the extension below) You could include incense in your table; you could even burn it if you can find a safe incense burner. If not, you may like to use another source of scent – reed diffusers are quite dramatic in look as well as scent. Advent (Christmas) is a particularly ‘scenty’ time of year with the aroma of cooking and the gentle fragrance of mulling spices a good time to introduce the sense of smell to a reflective experience.
An Advent crown or wreath is a common decoration at this time of year; you could include one on your table. The candles stand for a range of things in different traditions you might encourage children to try and find out what these are. And in the first part of advent you can light the first candle.
	Part 1: Angels and Priests : Extension Exodus 30: 7-8 and Numbers 6:22-27

	A Bit more from the Bible

The work of a priest from Exodus: 
Every morning when Aaron comes to get the lamps ready, he is to burn sweet-smelling incense on it. He must do the same when he lights the lamps in the evening. This offering of incense is to continue without interruption for all time to come.

The Aaronic Blessing from Numbers:
The Lord commanded Moses to tell Aaron and his sons to use the following words in blessing the people of Israel: 
May the Lord bless you and take care of you; 
May the Lord be kind and gracious to you; 
May the Lord look on you with favour and give you peace. 
And the Lord said, “If they pronounce my name as a blessing upon the people of Israel, I will bless them.”
	Aaron was the first to take the ritual priestly role among the Hebrew people – these are among the instructions he was given. This is probably what Zechariah was doing in the temple.

The priests would use this blessing at the end of the ritual. The words of this blessing are used in Christian churches to this day.


A few more Questions: 
Why do you think that people might use incense in their worship?

Do we find incense in the worship of other faiths?
Does smell help to create a spiritual atmosphere?
Some things to do
The Aaronic blessing has been set to music a number of times, you might like to find John Rutter’s version to listen to, it is very accessible.
The Aaronic blessing and the temple worship are part of the history of the Jewish faith. You could research and explore some Jewish prayers. What role does prayer play in Jewish worship?
Find out about ‘royal progress’; how did people prepare for the coming of Henry VIII or Elizabeth 1st? How do people prepare for the coming of the Queen today – who ‘goes before’?

In how many ways do we make preparations today? When we go out on trips, when we go to the dentist, before we go to school?
What sorts of things do we do? Check the traffic, look at the weather….  

	Part 2: The Annunciation Luke 1: 26-38

	Bible Reading
Mary and the Angel

In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee named Nazareth. He had a message for a young woman promised in marriage to a man named Joseph, who was a descendant of King David. Her name was Mary. The angel came to her and said, “Peace be with you! The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed you!” Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she wondered what his words meant. The angel said to her, “Don't be afraid, Mary; God has been gracious to you. You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was, and he will be the king of the descendants of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never end!” Mary said to the angel, “I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and God's power will rest upon you. For this reason the holy child will be called the Son of God. Remember your relative Elizabeth. It is said that she cannot have children, but she herself is now six months pregnant, even though she is very old. For there is nothing that God cannot do.”  
“I am the Lord's servant,” said Mary; “may it happen to me as you have said.” And the angel left her. 
	Notes

This story has been told and retold in many ways throughout the history of the Christian Church. It introduces Mary and Joseph and their home town of Nazareth. The story makes a great deal of Mary’s youth and her obedience. There is a profound intimacy about the interaction between Mary and the Angel. There is also a clear difference in the responses of Mary and Zechariah to the message of Gabriel.
The Angel says some important things about Mary’s son – He will be the Son of the Most High God, a king, a descendant of David – with David’s responsibility as king of the descendants of Jacob. This is bound up with the name ‘Jesus’ – the Greek form of Joshua, famous for the trumpets at Jericho. Finally, Gabriel uses the simple ‘Son of God’
The most significant words perhaps though are the last ones give to Mary ‘I am the Lord’s servant….’


Themes
Trust: Mary has been revered (respected) throughout history for her trust in God. What is it that makes her trust the things that the angel says? The first is, perhaps, the evidence presented by the angel in the pregnancy of Elizabeth. The second is less easily seen but is the context of faith which Mary brings to her understanding of the words of the angel. Mary did not trust blindly, what do we need in order for us to trust each other or those who bring us messages?
Service: Mary is willing to serve God because of the trust that she has in the message that the angel brings; as she says ‘I am the Lord’s servant…’ In order to demonstrate good service, we have to show trust. Sometimes this trust is not in someone or something but in the strength of our own belief or faith, because we believe strongly that something is true, we will act in in a certain way.
Questions:

What does obedience mean to you? Is it always a good idea to be obedient?

Is there ever a reason to be disobedient?

Do you think that boys and girls understand this story differently? How? 
	Part 2: The Annunciation

	Reflection

Let us wonder together
What do you think that God’s power is?

Do you think that we sometimes see this power today?

Where do we see the power?

What does it do?

What other kinds of power are there?
Do you have power? How do you want to use your power?
	Prayer

Lord God,
We ask you to be with us and give us your Spirit:
to guide us,
to strengthen us, and 
to bind us together in unity.

Amen


Laying the table

Our stories at the moment are built around motherhood and family. Our table could reflect the coming of the children and the preparations that have to be made. We can make the table a celebration of the coming of a child and the ways in which whole families prepare. So, you could make the table a whole ‘baby shower’. Encourage the children to think of things to include which a baby will need.
	Part 2: The Annunciation : Extension

	A bit more from the Bible:  Mary Visits Elizabeth 
Soon afterwards Mary got ready and hurried off to a town in the hill country of Judea. She went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby moved within her. Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and said in a loud voice, “You are the most blessed of all women, and blessed is the child you will bear! Why should this great thing happen to me, that my Lord's mother comes to visit me? For as soon as I heard your greeting, the baby within me jumped with gladness. How happy you are to believe that the Lord's message to you will come true!”
	Notes

The detail and intimate quality we saw in the earlier stories continues in this short extract. It is one of the features of Luke’s work. Again, we see the Holy Spirit playing a very important part in the story. The story brings out the wonder and blessing of the gift of children. It links this story to joy and happiness; it is significant that these are also linked to belief (or faith) in the message of God. The joy is increased because Mary’s faith has been confirmed through her belief.


A few more Questions
What is important about our relatives, the members of our families? 
What brings joy to families?  How do we share this joy?

Do the things that people believe bring them joy? 
Some things to do
Look for some of the pictures that have been painted of the annunciation throughout history. Look for themes in the paintings such as a dove, light or flowers. Why do you think that these things are there?
Find the 1850 annunciation by Rossetti (Ecce Ancilla Domine). This is striking as it certainly captures something of Mary being afraid. Rossetti used his sister Christina as the model for Mary. She wrote the words to ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ – How does this carol show the intimacy begun in the words between Mary and Gabriel. You could find some of Christina Rossetti’s other poetry too. 
_________________________________________
	Part 3: The Magnificat Luke 1: 46-55

	Bible Reading  
Mary’s Song
Mary said, “My heart praises the Lord; my soul is glad because of God my Saviour, for he has remembered me, his lowly servant! 
From now on all people will call me happy, because of the great things the Mighty God has done for me. 
His name is holy; from one generation to another he shows mercy to those who honour him.
He has stretched out his mighty arm and scattered the proud with all their plans. 
He has brought down mighty kings from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away with empty hands. 
He has kept the promise he made to our ancestors, and has come to the help of his servant Israel. 
He has remembered to show mercy to Abraham and to all his descendants for ever!” 
	Notes

These are very famous words which have been sung in churches from the very beginning. The song is often called The Magnificat. There are many images of power in the song and it paints a very striking picture of God. We see a God who makes choices, choices which might seem a little strange. First God chooses a girl of an ordinary background – ‘his lowly servant’. Then Mary’s song goes on to show how God ‘chooses’ those who are like Mary, lowly or humble. Not that the song does not come immediately after the visit of Gabriel but when Mary goes to see Elizabeth. The song ends with a dramatic reminder of a God who keeps promises. And that fulfilment is the child born in Bethlehem …


Themes
Justice: The ideas in the Magnificat are strong aspects of many people’s understanding of social justice. The sharing of resources and the keeping of promises are both examples of how we can bring justice into the world. Similarly these form a strong basis for courageous advocacy. 
Humility: The Magnificat is often understood as the strongest declaration of humility in the Bible. Mary says that she is a ‘lowly servant’ in this song which follows her words to the angel Gabriel. As the notes point out the Magnificat also brings out humility in other people. There are many kinds of humility which are seen in the world around us.
Questions:

How is humility expressed? Why is it good to be humble?    
What is the opposite of humility? Is it boastfulness or pride? 
Is it ever right to boast or be proud?

	Part 3: The Magnificat

	Reflection

What is it like if you are promised something?

What is it that you would like to be promised?

A special present? A trip out? A delicious food?

How importance is the promise itself? Does the promise make the gift more exciting?

So, do you ever make promises?

Do you always keep them … ?
	Prayer

Heavenly Lord,
Thank you for the promises that you have made:

The colours of the rainbow given to Noah and Christ the light of the world.

Be with us and help us to keep our promises  


Laying the table

What are signs of promise? Our prayer mentions the rainbow and the light of the world. Add a rainbow and a light (though you may already use a candle). You might also add other examples of promise – a wedding ring, a banknote
	Part 3: The Magnificat : Extension 1 Samuel 2: 1-10

	A bit more from the Bible: 
Hannah’s song

Hannah prayed: 

“The Lord has filled my heart with joy; how happy I am because of what he has done! 

I laugh at my enemies; how joyful I am because God has helped me! 

“No one is holy like the Lord; there is none like him, no protector like our God. 

Stop your loud boasting; silence your proud words. For the Lord is a God who knows, and he judges all that people do. 

The bows of strong soldiers are broken, but the weak grow strong. 

The people who once were well fed now hire themselves out to get food, but the hungry are hungry no more. The childless wife has borne seven children, but the mother of many is left with none.
The Lord kills and restores to life; he sends people to the world of the dead and brings them back again. 

He makes some poor and others rich; he humbles some and makes others great. 

He lifts the poor from the dust and raises the needy from their misery. 

He makes them companions of princes and puts them in places of honour. 

The foundations of the earth belong to the Lord; on them he has built the world. 

“He protects the lives of his faithful people, but the wicked disappear in darkness; 

a man does not triumph by his own strength. 

The Lord's enemies will be destroyed; he will thunder against them from heaven. 

The Lord will judge the whole world; he will give power to his king, he will make his chosen king victorious


	Notes
This prayer of Hannah’s, which we have called a song is from the Old Testament. Hannah was the mother of Samuel who has a very important place in Old Testament history. He was the prophet who made both Saul and David into kings and has two books of the Old Testament named after him. 
The words of this prayer have a great similarity with the words of Mary in the Magnificat. While at times the language has a rather robust ‘Old Testament feel’ to it there is a great deal of sensitivity and intimacy about the words. Hannah’s song also shares a great deal of similarity in its expression of social justice.

There are echoes of ideas found in the Psalms and a foretelling of a coming king. Do the words refer to David, Solomon – or even to Jesus? 

Or … maybe all of them!
 


A few more Questions:
When Mary’s song talks about ‘all people’ do you think that she means everyone or just ‘the descendants of Abraham’ mentioned at the end of her song? 
When Mary mentions filling ‘the hungry’ what does she mean? Is this the same thing that we do when we share our harvest gifts or give to charity? 
 Some things to do
Compare the songs of Mary and Hannah. What are the similarities, what are the differences?
Find out something about Samuel from the Old Testament
_____________________________________________
	Part 4:  John the Baptist’s Birth Luke 1: 57-66

	Bible Reading  
John the Baptist is born 

The time came for Elizabeth to have her baby, and she gave birth to a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard how wonderfully good the Lord had been to her, and they all rejoiced with her.  When the baby was a week old, they came to circumcise* him, and they were going to name him Zechariah, after his father. But his mother said, “No! His name is to be John.” They said to her, “But you have no relatives with that name!” Then they made signs to his father, asking him what name he would like the boy to have.  Zechariah asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” How surprised they all were! At that moment Zechariah was able to speak again, and he started praising God. The neighbours were all filled with fear, and the news about these things spread through all the hill country of Judea. Everyone who heard of it thought about it and asked, “What is this child going to be?” For it was plain that the Lord's power was upon him. 
*Circumcision is a topic of some controversy. The occasion is another link between the sacred and the ‘ordinary’. It is not easy to miss the occasion out as it is the point at which names were given. While you might choose to omit the circumcision itself, you should beware of naming being moved to the act of baptism which is Christian practice not Jewish, we do not have a story of John the Baptist being baptised anyway.
	Notes


This story brings out the vital importance of human qualities in the Bible. It is through such things as birth, marriage and meals that God is encountered. This is clear in the response of the neighbours and relatives – they rejoiced with her because of what the Lord had done.
The dramatic climax of the story however, is the unexpected dimension – the choice of the name, John. The response of the neighbours is remarkable – filled with fear. Fear here is an older way of conveying appropriate respect.


Themes
Reverence: Did Zechariah show the right reverence towards the Angel? For Zechariah this story can be seen as the learning of true reverence or respect – but you need to read the end of the story in the extension to fully appreciate Zechariah’s feelings
Thankfulness: Throughout the advent season we can see the theme of thankfulness. It is both for the gift of children but also, and more specifically, for the fulfilment of the promises of God. The songs from Mary, Hannah and Zechariah (see Part 4 Extension) all have a powerful dimension of thankfulness.
Forgiveness: The idea of forgiveness comes through the gospel in several places. Does the fact that Zechariah could speak mean that he had been forgiven? Zechariah’s song in the extension also mentions forgiveness.
Questions:

What do you think made the neighbours ‘filled with fear’? Was it because Zechariah could suddenly speak? Because the name was unexpected? Or because there was something special about the child himself?
	Part 4: John the Baptist’s Birth

	Reflection

Have you ever been promised something?
I wonder what it was.
How did you feel when the promise was fulfilled?

Happy, joyful, excited …

Think for a moment in quiet,

What gave you the strongest or best feelings, the thing that was promised or the keeping of the promise itself?

How do you feel about people who keep their promises?

How do you feel when you keep your promises?
	Prayer

Father God,
Help us to see how to show our respect for the things that you have given us.

Help us to be humble in the thigs that we do so that we will always show respect to our friends and neighbours.

Amen 


Laying the table
An important dimension in the Advent stories is the giving of names. You could include a naming dictionary on your table. You may also include displays of the meaning of names. Children could produce small posters (artwork, ICT) which explain Jesus and John – see thing to do below. If you have class reflective areas these could include something which explores the names of the class. You could cover the whole class in a year – don’t forget to include the adults!
	Part 4: John the Baptist’s Birth : Extension Luke 1: 67-80

	A bit more from the Bible

Zechariah's Prophecy 

John's father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he spoke God's message: 

“Let us praise the Lord, the God of Israel! He has come to the help of his people and has set them free. 

He has provided for us a mighty Saviour, a descendant of his servant David. 

He promised through his holy prophets long ago that he would save us from our enemies, from the power of all those who hate us. 

He said he would show mercy to our ancestors and remember his sacred covenant. 

With a solemn oath to our ancestor Abraham he promised to rescue us from our enemies and allow us to serve him without fear, 

so that we might be holy and righteous before him all the days of our life. 

“You, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High God. You will go ahead of the Lord to prepare his road for him, to tell his people that they will be saved by having their sins forgiven. 

Our God is merciful and tender. He will cause the bright dawn of salvation to rise on us 

and to shine from heaven on all those who live in the dark shadow of death, to guide our steps into the path of peace.” 

The child grew and developed in body and spirit. He lived in the desert until the day when he appeared publicly to the people of Israel.
	Notes
There are two songs at the beginning of Luke’s Gospel. We have met the first, the Magnificat or the song of Mary. This is Zechariah’s song, sometimes known as the Benedictus. As we have seen in comparison with Hannah’s song, they form a link with the Old Testament. One of Luke’s purposes in writing the gospel seems to be to make sure that the reader can see a strong continuity with the history of faith that has gone before.  This song brings some of that history together in David, promise, prophecy and holiness.
A second theme that we can see here is that of the Holy Spirit. Mary, Elizabeth and Zechariah have all been touched by the Spirit in some way. 
Taken together it becomes clear that the Spirit and the progress of sacred history are linked together. Through the Holy Spirit people are given the strength to make the right choices to live ‘holy’ and ‘righteous’ lives. In the story of Advent, the right end is achieved by the choices of the people and their commitment to their faith. 


A few more Questions
What do you think that the song means by ‘… having their sins forgiven.’?
What do you think that sins are?
Some things to do
Find out what the names John and Jesus mean. Remember Jesus is the equivalent of Joshua – but this is not what it means.
Find out why Mary’s Song is called the Magnificat, or why Zechariah’s song is called the Benedictus
_______________________________________________
	Christmas in Luke Luke 2: 1-20

	At that time the Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Roman Empire. When this first census took place, Quirinius was the governor of Syria. Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own town. Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace of King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David. He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was pregnant, and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her baby. She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger — there was no room for them to stay in the inn. 

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in the fields, taking care of their flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel said to them, “Don't be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the people. This very day in David's town your Saviour was born — Christ the Lord! And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, singing praises to God: 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us.” 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger. When the shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel had said about the child. All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said. Mary remembered all these things and thought deeply about them. The shepherds went back, singing praises to God for all they had heard and seen; it had been just as the angel had told them.
	Notes

Luke is quite precise about the date of Jesus’ birth and in his story we see many of the thinks that we find in our traditional annual retelling. This story of Jesus’ birth is very clearly a second part of the Gospel, leaving us to wonder when we will see John the Baptist again. 
The text is quite simple and direct, Luke is giving the facts as he knew them, including the amazing appearance of Angels to Shepherds. This part of the story is vital to the development of Luke’s theme of fulfilment of God’s promises, the sending of the Saviour. Where the story says ‘Christ the Lord…’ this is not the Angels giving him a name but saying that the child is the ‘anointed one’, chosen by God. ‘Christ’ means anointed, a translation of the Hebrew word ‘Messiah’. Anointed strictly means having oil poured onto you, this is an ancient way of showing  that someone is chosen. This forms part of the understanding of the modern Christian Baptism – or Christening – it is an anointing which represents being chosen.
The Shepherds’ story of the message of the angels is a confirmation of the words spoken to Mary, no wonder she thought deeply about them.
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